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ADVERTISEMENT. 



Thb Editor of the following plain and 
practical Sermons had originally intended, 
in committing them to the press, to have 
afforded them the protection of the Author's 
name, conscious that that name would have 
carried with it great weight amongst those 
to whom he was known, and by many of whom 
the Editor is persuaded, he is still remem- 
bered with affection and gratitude. He is 
also fully confident that the Sermons, deli- 
vered as they were to a Country Congrega- 
tion, would not, when thus considered, be 
found to disgrace the Author's memory. 
He has, however, been restrained from mak- 
ing the Author's name public, by the objec- 
tions of some of his surviving relatives, from 
reasons, which, however insufficient they may 
appear to his own mind, the Editor never* 
theless is bound to respect. 

February, 1W8. 
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Hebrews ii. 6. 

He that cometh to God must believe that He is, 
and that He is a rewarder of them that 
diligently seek Him. 

AS the work of the Almighty, man owes 
to Him his best, his utmost services. Our 
very being, and our preservation in this 
state of being, have constant claims to our 
love and gratitude ; and our sense of His 
power naturally makes us dread to incur at 
His hand the punishment which disobe- 
dience and ingratitude for His goodness 
deserve. To make us more sincere and 
fervent in our duty, He hath graciously 
vouchsafed to reveal to us much of His 
nature and of His dealings with mankind. 
Hence faith, or belief in His revelations, 
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— submission to His purposes, however 
hidden from us, — and reliance on His pro- 
mises — become eternal obligations on man, 
and no more to be dispensed with, than is 
the obedience which is due to His Almighty 
Power, 

But no divine revelation can be expected 
to enable man fully to comprehend Him 
who is declared to be incomprehensible ; 
or make our weak and finite understandings 
capable of reaching the depths of infinite 
wisdom in those things which angels them- 
selves, we are told, desire humbly and at 
a distance to look into. After all, there- 
fore, that He hath revealed of Himself and 
His dealings, much must ever remain which 
can be seen only darkly by us, or be im* 
penetrably hidden from our eyes : yet what 
is necessary for us to know is clearly re- 
vealed. 

But though the Almighty hath been thus 
gracious to His creatures, still proud man 
has ever acted with presumption and folly. 
Men profess to believe that the Creator and 
Governor of the universe is all-wise and 
▼ood ; yet are they ever restless under the 
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revelations He hath vouchsafed to make to 
them, and under His dispensations. They 
cannot but feel, and be constrained to ac- 
knowledge, that their faculties are finite 
and weak, and yet they presumptuously 
make themselves judges of what the Go- 
vernor of the world sees fit to do or to de- 
clare ; and this to such a degree, that when- 
ever they find a difficulty in any point of 
faith, they assume the right to question and 
reject ; and every virtue which they think 
too exalted for them to attain, they en- 
deavour to persuade themselves God will 
not require of them. This propensity thus 
to deceive themselves very many feel, and 
yet the result of such propensity is most 
plain, for by it men labour to remove the 
blame of their misconduct from themselves 
by arraigning the wisdom and the justice 
of Almighty God. — 4< He that cometh to 
" God," saiththe Apostle, " must believe 
" that He is, and that He is a re warder of 
" them that diligently seek Him." Our 
belief, then, of the being of a God, and 
of His active goodness over His worthy 
servants, is the same, equally clear and 

b2 



4 SERMON I. 

unquestionable, and built on the same 
foundation of eternal truth. 

Through all the works of the creation, 
the loving-kindness of our heavenly Father 
to His creatures is most conspicuously dis- 
played. — Prompted by this He first formed 
man to life ; — taught him to know his 
great Benefactor, and to expect perfect 
happiness in serving and obeying Him. 
Though man early abused his knowledge, 
and disobeyed or forgot his gracious 
Maker, yet His goodness remained un- 
abated and unchanged. To the wants of 
those who erred through ignorance or in- 
firmity, He was not inattentive: — when 
they sought to discover Him, His aid was 
not withholden from them : — and the 
several revelations which He made of Him- 
self by Moses and the Prophets, even to 
the last and most perfect which He gave 
hs by His Son, may be considered as the 
fruits of His unceasing love to us, and His 
regard to our eternal welfare. 

The Divine Love, indeed, from its very 
nature, cannot but be active, unwearied, 
and unbounded; and while, through all 
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ages, it has incessantly relieved the ordi- 
nary wants of human life, it could not but 
pity, and therefore remove, those more 
pressing evils of ignorance and sin which 
obstructed, and threatened with ruin, our 
final happiness. We may, then, safely 
conclude that, if God is good and merciful 
(and that He is so we see from all His 
works) , He would interpose, as He is de- 
clared to have done, in order to "give 
" knowledge of salvation unto His people, 
" by the remission of their sins ; through 
" His tender mercy, whereby the day- 
" spring from on high hath visited us."* 

While w r e thus view our God as the 
source of all goodness, and while the 
Gospel is regarded as His Word, all the 
prophecies delivered, and miracles per- 
formed, as testimonies that Jesus is the 
Son of God, claim our highest reverence 
and belief. The word of God has com 
manded us, under the heaviest penalties 
if we are disobedient, to believe in His 
Son ; the testimonies, therefore, on which 
our faith is to rest, must bf n nd 

* Luke i. 77 9 7f 
33 



6 SERMON I. 

sufficient, and the authority of His Scrip- 
tures must also be convincing, else shall 
we be constrained to ask, would the Divine 
Wisdom have permitted those writings to 
be spread over the world? In a word, 
His revelation and His attributes are ever 
the same in whatever view they are con- 
templated; and while scoffers labour to 
load His Gospel with every imputation 
which may make it appear unworthy to be 
received, they thus charge upon the great- 
Giver of that Gospel every reproach which 
man alone can incur, and which even man 
would with indignation disclaim. 

Let us, then, guide our judgments by 
the just conclusion of the Apostle. We 
believe there is a God ; let us also believe 
that all gifts proceeding from Him are 
good, and are distributed as shall best pro- 
mote the welfare of those who " diligently 
seek Him." 

From the sense of the infinite wisdom 
and knowledge of God, of the unsearch- 
ableness of His judgments, and the im- 
possibility of finding out His ways, let us 
'earn to think more highly, and with due 
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reverence of those means of salvation 
which He hath placed within our know- 
ledge, and offered to our acceptance. The 
blessings designed for us by the Gospel are 
represented in the Scriptures as immeasur- 
ably great ; but they must be in many re- 
spects beyond our knowledge or imagina- 
tion, in order that they may be worthy of 
the great Giver of them, who works unseen 
by us, who confines not His blessings to 
any countries or generations of men ; but 
controls the bad,— enlightens the sincere, — 
comforts and strengthens the good, by 
powerful though hidden ways. All this 
and more we may believe, and indeed we 
acknowledge it to be true whenever we 
confess that the Father sent the Son for 
our sakes, and for our benefit, even to the 
end of the world. 

The same train of reflections, which best 
leads us to accept and confess things of a 
spiritual nature, which are rather objects 
of our adoration than of our judgment, may 
be no less properly employed as a clue to 
lead us through the intricate mazes of this 
life, and to save us from falling into thai 
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presumption which, while it arraigns the 
course of things here below, betrays a 
mind void of all faith and reliance on God, 
whatever profession it may make of either. 
The man who is careless, or whose mind 
is perturbed with the view of things on 
earth, fancies that he finds in all the cir- 
cumstances of life repeated cause to ques- 
tion that over-ruling care which directs 
every, even the most minute event. — 
" Since our fathers fell asleep," will such 
a one say, " all things continue as they 
" were."* — " Man is born to trouble as 
" the sparks fly upward, "f — " One dieth 
" in his full strength, being wholly at ease 
" and quiet; — another dieth in the bitter- 
" ness of his soul, and never eateth with 
" pleasure : — they shall lie down alike in 
44 the dust, and the worms shall cover 
44 them."J — But we surely cannot per- 
suade ourselves that all these events happen 
without the best reasons, — for, can He, 
who formed men from nothing, be sup- 
posed not to know what passes among 
them'? — Can He, who was pleased to 

* 2 Pet. iii. 4. f J° b - v - ?• J Job. xxi. 23, 25, 26. 
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create the world, have given up the care 
and government of that world to chance 1 — 
Can infinite Wisdom act from humour or 
caprice ? — It is utterly impossible ! — Every 
motive which induced Him to manifest 
His glory in producing man to life and 
happiness, every such motive must still 
continue with unabated force to complete 
the same His gracious purposes: — for 
though man be weary with his own de- 
signs, though he be fickle and changeable, 
yet with the Psalmist we may say, " Thou, 
" O Lord, in the beginning hast laid the 
" foundation of the earth, and the heavens 
41 are the works of Thy hands : they shall 
" perish, but Thou remainest; and they 
" all shall be changed, but Thou art the 
" same, and Thy years shall not fail."* 

Still is the complaint renewed that this 
state is unequally distributed ; and we de- 
sire to see the virtuous more happy, and 
guilt more exemplarily and more frequently 
punished. — But can we more warmly love 
virtue, and more uniformly punish vice, 
than does the Judge of all the earth ? Is 

* Psalms cii. 25,^6, 27. 
B4 



10 SERMON I. 

mortal man more just than God? Is 
a man more pure than his Maker % Either 
we think meanly of His justice, or we must 
be constrained to own, that He does re- 
ward the good, and visit the bad here ac- 
cording to their several deserts. What 
though we oftentimes see not by what 
methods He doth this ! Still, does our 
ignorance of His ways disprove their re- 
ality ? The good, it may he said, often 
suffer calamities, while the vicious prosper 
in their pursuits. This is certainly true : — 
yet we may ask, is it not possible that what 
we account evil may ultimately be the 
greatest of blessings? Dare we, rather 
than confess that our complaints are fre- 
quently without sufficient cause, — dare we 
set up our justice and wisdom in com- 
petition with the justice and wisdom of 
the Almighty, — of Him, who " putteth 
" no trust in His Saints, and who chargeth 
" His very Angels with folly?"* 

We may, then, fairly draw the con- 
clusion wljjch the Apostle does in the 
text — that, if we believe there is a God, 

* Job xv. 15, and iv. 18. 
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we must also believe that throughout all 
His designs, all His appointments with re- 
spect to man, " He is a rewarder of them 
" that diligently seek Him." — His justice 
and goodness are not to be separated even 
in thought. But man, composed of igno- 
rance and error, adds to those weaknesses 
this presumption of erecting in his own 
bosom a tribunal, before which he dares to 
arraign every act and every purpose of lus 
Maker. — Present ease and sensual gratifi- 
cations, the unreal honours of this life, 
and worldly prosperity, are for the most 
part the motives which lurk in our breasts 
when we thus complain of the Almighty. 
He, on the other hand, hath made this life 
preparatory to a state infinitely better and 
more durable; and the wide difference 
which exists between these two states, is 
the sole cause that man's wishes are often 
so totally opposite to the wise dispensations 
of his God. 

Upon the whole, therefore, it is evident, 
that the immense distance between a God 
of infinite wisdom, power, and goodness, 



12 SERMON I. 

and us His miserable weak creatures, must 
ever occasion great difficulties if we at- 
tempt to fathom the depth of His secret 
counsels, and account for all His ways- 
Yet can no difficulties arise able to weaken 
our faith, if we put a full trust in His 
justice, and His goodness towards the sons 
of men. To suppose Him false or unjust 
to His creatures is a thought, the boldness 
and impiety of which must strike every 
heart with horror. Let not such pre- 
sumptuous imaginations take possession 
of our souls : on the contrary, being as- 
sured of this great truth, that our Creator 
and Judge cannot but be perfect Wisdom, 
let this be our guide to lead us through the 
stormy tempests of this world of error — an 
anchor to our souls both sure and stedfast. 
But should we still desire to know more 
of Him, and of His dealings with man- 
kind, for the confirmation of pur faith and 
obedience, a very few years will open to 
every one of us a new scene of things, even 
a new world, — in which, if our former 
lives have entitled us to God's favour and 
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acceptance, we shall see and know Him 
even as He is, and be enabled to look back 
upon all the various events of this life with 
endless admiration, praise, and gratitude 
to that God who alone disposeth all things 
in heaven and in earth. 
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Hebrews iv. 13. 

Neither is there any creature that is not mani- 
fest in His sight : but all things are naked 
and opened unto the eyes qf Him with whom 
we have to do. 

OUR gracious Creator hath in His holy 
word vouchsafed to reveal to us much of 
His perfections. This He hath doubtless 
done with a view to preserve alive in us a 
proper sense of Him. Thus He hath inform- 
ed us that He is Almighty, in order that we 
might look up to Him with reverence and 
awe ; — that He is most good, in order that 
we might love Him and delight in His com- 
mands ; — and that He is most just, to make 
us dread Him, and in the fear of His dis- 
pleasure subdue our turbulent and sinful 
passions. 



SERMON II. 16 

Thus also He hath farther revealed that, 
though unseen by mortal eyes, He is pre- 
sent through all His creation ; that He be- 
holdeth all our actions, and is privy to our 
inmost thoughts and designs; " neither is 
44 there any creature that is not manifest in 
44 His sight : but all things are naked and 

44 opened unto His eyes/' The benefit 

intended for us, in giving us this informa- 
tion of our Maker's presence and knowledge 
at all times and in all places, is of the most 
important kind : for it tends in the 

1 . First place to heighten our peace, and 
comfort, and happiness, through our lives 
here : — 

2. And, in the second place, it will contri- 
bute in the strongest manner to raise up 
and preserve in our souls the purest prin- 
ciples of piety and virtue. 

The Scriptures give us, and (hey alone 
can give, a true and clear knowledge of 
Him who dwelleth on high, " in the light 
44 which no man can approach unto, whom 
44 no man hath seen or can see ;' '* and those 
Scriptures in numberless passages speak of 

• 1 Tim. vi. 16. 
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Him as do the words of the text. Thus in 
the book of Job it is said of Him, that " His 
44 eyes are upon the ways of man, and He 
44 seeth all his goings."* So in the book of 
Proverbs, "the eyes of the Lord are in 
44 every place, "f So the Prophet Jeremiah 
with yet greater solemnity describes Him 
as " the great, the mighty God, great in 
44 counsel, and mighty in work : for thine 
44 eyes are open upon all the ways of the 
44 sons of men, to give to every one accord- 
4 4 ing to his ways. ' '$ But the most animated 
and forcible display of this excellence of 
the Almighty, we find in the 138th Psalm. 
44 O Lord, Thou hast searched me out and 
44 known me; Thou knowest my down-sit- 
44 ting and my up-rising; Thouunderstand- 
44 est my thoughts long before. Thou art 
44 about my path, and about my bed, and 
4< spiest out all my ways : for there is not a 
44 word in my tongue, but Thou, O Lord, 
44 knowest it altogether. Whither shall I 
44 go, then, from Thy Spirit; or whither shall 
44 1 go from Thy presence V 9 The Psalmist 

* Job, xxxiv. 21. f Prov. xv. 3. 

£ 4 Jerera. xxxii. 18. 19. 
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concludes with declaring, — " Such know- 
" ledge is too wonderful and excellent for 
" me ; I cannot attain unto it." It is in- 
deed most wonderful ; and if we rest not 
in our admiration of it only, but make this 
doctrine our reliance also, amid the fears 
and troubles of this mortal life, we shall 
find it the certain source of peace and hap- 
piness. 

We are taught, then, that there is a 
Mighty Power around us ever watchful for 
our preservation; — a Power, whose all- 
seeing eye, nothing that might harm us, 
can escape ; and from whose hand nothing 
can proceed but what is good in itself, and 
in its effects highly beneficial to us. Nay, 
our own experience sufficiently proves this 
truth. For let us only consider with even 
the slightest recollection what is past. — 
What has been our life hitherto 7 — Through 
many years it has been continued to us from 
day to day in a succession of comforts, — in 
health, — in the constant supply of our na- 
tural wants. Hath this proceeded from 
our own foresight and care "? So far from 
it, that at every period we have been as 
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ignorant of the events which awaited us, 
as we now are of what the morrow shall 
bring forth. We have grown up from in- 
fancy to manhood, and through all that 
interval how many evils must we remember 
that we have escaped; — how many un- 
known perils have passed over our heads ! 
Amid all the knowledge and care we can 
boast, let us look around, and in every thing 
we may trace the presence and interposition 
of a Power infinitely superior to us. Is it 
small wisdom which governs every year the 
still succeeding seasons, guiding each in its 
turn to prepare food for all living creatures 1 
Is it our knowledge, our foresight, our 
care 1— On the contrary, we are often made 
to fear by the delay of the seasons, by their 
not returning altogether in their appointed 
times, or with their customary effects, till 
we are forced to see and own our depend- 
ence on that wise and gracious Power " in 
" whom we live, and move, and have our 
" being." Of this His presence with us in 
all the events of life our Saviour also hath 
made the strongest display : " Seek ye 
" not," saith He to His disciples, " what 
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" ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink, nei- 
" ther be ye of doubtful mind. For all 
" these things do the nations of the world 
44 seek after : and your Father knoweth 
44 that ye have need of these things. The 
4 4 very hairs of your head are all numbered, 
44 and not a sparrow shall fall to the ground 
44 without your heavenly Father."* 

If, then, all things are thus manifest to 
His eyes, and if our belief in this great truth 
be indeed lively and sincere, it will shew 
itself in our behaviour, and in our cheerful 
submission to the varied appointments of 
Providence ;— rwe shall enjoy the number- 
less substantial blessings in our hands with 
gratitude, and each returning day may be 
passed in peace. Or, if some trials of our 
resignation shall at times arise, why should 
we think it hard to receive them also with 
the dutiful obedience and love of the chil- 
dren of an all-wise, all-gracious Father? 
We are nowhere required not to feel our 
afflictions, but to feel them like Christians, 
like men, whose eyes are opened to see 
from whence they proceed. We believe 

• Luke xii. 6, 7, 29, 30. 
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that we are in the hands of Him, who seeth 
into the inmost frame of the human soul, 
into all the workings and inclinations of the 
heart; and before Him all the past, the 
present, and the future appear in one clear 
view. Why, then, should we not think of 
our light afflictions (as we certainly are 
taught to believe of them), that Almighty 
wisdom and goodness sends them either as 
a necessary correction for what has passed, 
or as a wholesome medicine to prevent or 
cure some secret disorder of the soul. This 
certainly is a thought most likely to disarm 
calamity of its sharpest sting. In what pre- 
cise manner the varied incidents of life may 
be acting for our good, " we see, as through 
" a glass, darkly :" if we judge of many 
of the Almighty's dealings by the ease and 
comfort of this life only, we shall soon be 
lost in dismay, and doubts of Him and His 
goodness. But when we recal to mind that 
we were not created for this life, but for one 
far greater and more glorious; then we 
readily perceive that all events are ordained 
by Divine Wisdom, to prepare us for, and 
to lead us at last into the rewards and hap- 
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piness of that state. In this view of our 
Maker's goodness extending over our least 
concerns, and directing all on one great 
plan for our real and lasting welfare, — how 
easy may it be, and how natural is it for a 
Christian always to encourage the comfort- 
able persuasion, that the Almighty is ever 
with us, our Protector, and " exceeding 
44 great Reward ;" viewing well-pleased 
the least of our good deeds, permitting some 
few troubles chiefly to give us a higher sense 
of His watchful love and care over us, and 
preparing us gradually for that more glo- 
rious life, in which the good shall behold 
Him in unclouded Wisdom and Goodness, 
and shall be enabled to look down with 
boundless admiration and gratitude upon 
the varied scenes of this lowly state, and 
see the Divine hand safely conducting others 
of His servants through all. 

As this principle of the Divine presence 
at all times tends to increase greatly the 
comforts of life, and to soften many of its 
sorrows, so, in the second place, it will 
prove of the most powerful efficacy to excite 
in us more lively piety and virtue. 
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The Almighty God condescends to be 
about our paths always for our good, and 
He humbleth Himself to behold the actions 
and thoughts of us His lowly creatures. 
The pious man, therefore, will look up to 
that gracious Being with increasing grati- 
tude ; and to please Him, he will labour to 
perform with steady and active good-will, 
all His commands. Full of the thought that 
He, who is to be the Judge and the Re- 
warder of all that he does, cannot be for- 
getful of him, he will aspire to the purest 
virtue in secret as well as openly, when the 
world knows not, neither regards ; and 
though difficulties, or calumny, or ingrati- 
tude meet him in his labours for his fellow- 
creatures' good, still he will " press forward 
" for the prize of the high calling of God in 
" Jesus Christ." 

Here on earth many of our virtues doubt- 
less spring from the consciousness that we 
are acting in the sight and in the presence 
of one another. Much of what we do well 
we are too apt to do in order to obtain the 
praise and love of many by whom we are 
known and esteemed ; — much of what we 
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guard against is avoided, that we may not 
be reproached by them for folly and vice*; 
and in many things we constrain ourselves 
that we may not cause displeasure or grief 
to those whom we love. From this begin- 
ning it is, that we grow up into habits of 
caution and self-control ; and from this the 
true believer rises yet higher into habits of 
virtue and inward purity through a far no- 
bler principle — the principle of setting our 
Maker in the same manner before our eyes, 
and loving our duty the more because He is 
the witness of our sincerity in the perform- 
ance. Happy is the man who has acquired 
for himself this great support ; he can leave 
also no inheritance so valuable to his chil- 
dren : for by implanting deep in their ten- 
der minds this most encouraging persuasion, 
he will bestow upon them serenity and 
peace here, and the almost certain assurance 
of eternal happiness hereafter. 

These, then, are among the principal be- 
nefits which we may receive from the great 
and awful truth contained in the text. Yet 
man too often shuns the thought : he c^ Ti -« 
not deny the truth, yet feels it too pair 
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dwell upon. The sense of guilt can alone 
occasion this ; — conscious of vices, which he 
will not resolve to renounce, he is too apt to 
regard the Almighty, as a criminal does 
his Judge, only as an offended, avenging 
Being ; and flees from the thoughts of His 
presence, who is the searcher of hearts, and 
of " purer eyes than to behold iniquity."* 
But however men may shun, or endeavour 
to stifle the thought, it will not make His 
presence the less real ; and since it can only 
deprive men of the benefits which would 
accrue from their encouraging it, it cer- 
tainly is the part of a wise man to give it 
the more weight with himself, by how much 
the more unpleasing it may at first be. Vice 
is the only thing that can make it so ; and 
no vice, which is not obstinate indeed, can 
long withstand this powerful principle. In 
proportion, then, as our offences are lessen- 
ed, this uneasiness will diminish likewise : 
we shall more willingly acknowledge His 
presence, when we can hope that His soul 
hath pleasure in us. Thenceforward we 
shall look up to Him in the only true and 

* Habak. i. 13. 
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worthy light, as to a God always indeed 
present to us, but present only to approve 
our sincere and upright services ; — present 
to guard us against all evils that may assault 
our bodies or souls, and to conduct us at 
last by mysterious means to those happy 
mansions, where peace and virtue dwell 
for evermore. 
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St. Luke, iv. 18. 

The spirit of the Lord is upon me, because He 
hath anointed me to preach the Gospel to 
the poor : He hath sent me to heal the bro- 
ken-hearted; to preach deliverance to the 
captives, and recovering of sight to the 
blind; to set at liberty them that are 
bruised. 

« 

IN the Jewish Synagogues, we are told 
that one certain person was appointed to 
read the lessons of the day ;* but that if 
any stranger of grave and venerable ap- 
pearance, or any Prophet, or worker of 
miracles was present, it was customary, as 
a mark of respect, to offer him that service, 
and full liberty was given him, if he were 

* See Jennings' Jewish Antiq. p. 275. (Ed.) 
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qualified and ao disposed, to expound or 
comment upon the passages which had 
been read. Thus, when Paul and Barna- 
bas had entered into one of the Synagogues 
after the reading of the law and the Pro- 
phets, the rulers of the Synagogue sent 
unto them saying, " Ye men and brethren, 
44 if ye have any word of exhortation for 
44 the people, say on-"* The same com- 
pliment having been paid to our Lord at 
Nazareth, He opened the book at the 
place of the Prophet Isaiah, wherein are 
written the words of the text ; which when 
He had read, He began to say unto them, 
4 4 This day is this Scripture fulfilled in your 



<t 
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No passage in any one of the Prophets 
could have been chosen more proper to in- 
troduce the discourse which our Lord was 
about to deliver ; as none better shews the 
nature and the great value of the blessings 
which He was came to bestow, or the excel- 
lency of the religion which He taught, and 
which we Christians profess to believe and 
to obey. 

* Acts xiii. 15. 

c2 
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Let us, then, consider the several parts 
of this passage of Scripture, u The Spirit 
" of the Lord is upon me, because He 
" hath anointed me to preach the Gospel 
" to the poor ;" that is, to propose means of 
eternal salvation within the understanding* 
and the powers of the lowest among the 
people. 

Again, — " He hath sent me to heal the 
" broken-hearted ;" that is, to minister con- 
solation and relief to those who are bowed 
down by the calamities of life, or by that 
heaviest of all calamities, a wounded mind. 

Lastly, — " He hath sent me to preach 
" deliverance to the captives, and recover* 
" ing of sight to the blind, to set at liberty 
" them that are bruised ;" — not only deli- 
verance from, and the remedy of their 
natural evils ; but also to rescue mankind 
from the dominion of the grossest igno- 
rance in their duties, and in consequence 
of such ignorance, a proud reluctance to be 
taught a purer law. 

First, — " He hath anointed me to preach 
44 the Gospel to the poor." This is else- 
where mentioned among the distinguishing 
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marks of our Lord's character, equally 
with miracles and His merciful cures. 
Our own judgments immediately represent 
it to us as an act of exalted goodness to 
regard and to relieve those chiefly who 
continually stand in need of aid, — who are 
." poor," either in respect of their worldly 
goods, or of the endowments of their minds. 
Every reflecting mind must contemplate 
with the purest delight the superiority of 
Christ's doctrine, proved by this act of be- 
neficence, above all former example. It is 
true the Jews had the law given by Moses 
for a guide ; but how little advantage this 
had for some time proved to the multitude at 
large — to the poor amongst that people,— 
we may learn from our Saviour's declara- 
tion, that their Scribes and Doctors " had 
made it of none effect by their traditions ;"* 
and that though they had the "key of 
" knowledge" in their hands, yet would 
they neither employ it to open the true 
meaning of the Scriptures themselves, nor 
suffer the people to make this use of it. 
Such was the state of the poor amongst the 

* St. Matt. xv. 6. 

c3 
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Jews at the time our Lord uttered the 
words of the Text ; and we must acknow- 
ledge it to have been most deplorable :— « - 
but were the poor of the nations of the 
Gentiles in more favourable circumstances 1 
A little consideration will shew us they 
were not. Their philosophers, indeed; 
professed themselves to be " wise," but 
the Apostle tells us that in so doing they 
' ' became fools. ' ' And whatever advance- 
ment some few of them might make in 
morals and the first principles of natural 
Religion, yet were they so far from apply- 
ing this knowledge to any public benefit, 
that it became amongst them a mere sub* 
ject of vanity ; and the poor, — the vulgar, 
and the illiterate, — were left in a state of 
the grossest ignorance and darkness. It 
was reserved, therefore, for our blessed 
Lord to manifest God's impartial love to 
all His true servants, and to adapt the 
knowledge of saving truths to the capaci- 
ties of the generality of mankind. He 
burthened His Gospel with no doctrines 
fit only for the wise and learned to com- 
prehend, as did the wise men of old ; — 
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with no obligations of sacrifices and purifi- 
cations, which the wealthy only could fre- 
quently discharge, as the Law of Moses 
enjoined. But the simple and the illiter- 
ate, provided they are honest and sincere, 
may perfectly understand the whole will of 
God; and every man in every station of 
life has the means and the opportunity of 
performing all that the divine law requires. 
Nay more; the very manner of conveying 
instruction by the Gospel is an instance of 
the divine attention and condescension to 
the wants of mankind, deserving of our 
utmost regard. Not only the doctrines of 
it are conveyed in the most intelligible lan- 
guage, clear as the meridian sun, they are 
moreover intermingled with the narrative of 
our Lord's ministry: the precepts it en* 
joins arise for the most part out of some 
event or action, which illustrates and 
enforces them, rendering them impossible 
to be misunderstood or forgotten; and 
while we read with an earnest desire to 
know what He did and suffered for us and 
for our salvation, the learned and the un- 
learned alike insensibly imbibe His spirit 
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of piety, and purity, of resignation, humi- 
lity, and unwearied benevolence. In short, 
the Gospel conveys information to all in the 
plainest and most forcible language, and 
which must reach the heart — in language, 
which never yet was equalled by the 
wisest and most learned either in ancient 
or modern times : and we cannot but ac* 
knowledge what great things our Saviour 
hath done for us. — He, on whom wad 
poured the Spirit of the Lord to preach 
the Gospel to the humble and the poor ! 

In the events of this life riches certainly 
place men in the possession of many and 
considerable advantages; and a superior 
cultivation of the understanding, or excel- 
lent natural talents open the way to dis- 
tinctions and honours, which the generality 
of mankind cannot aspire to, or ever 
attain. But with respect to a better life 
to come, the Saviour of the world acceptn 
eth no man's person ; He hath made all 
ranks and degrees equal, and pronounceth 
God to be " no respecter of persons, but 
u that * in every nation, he that feareth 
" ' Him, and worketh righteousness, is 
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c< * accepted with Him ;' ,,# all who press 
forward toward the mark for the prize of 
the calling of God, shall assuredly obtain 
the incorruptible crown. 

The second great design of God's 
anointing His Son, was to send him to 

" heal the broken-hearted." Those 

persons who are in the full possession of 
all their wishes, or whose years, health, 
and strength, promise them a long series 
of enjoyments yet to come, — such men 
will not easily be made sensible of the 
value of this blessing. But wherever we 
turn our eyes, we cannot fail to behold 
numbers who need a medicine for their 
minds, such as this world cannot yield. 
In most respects, the wise and great are 
no better guarded than the poor and the 
ignorant. Calamities, like death, own no 
distinctions; disappointments, in their 
dearest and most meritorious labours, visit 
alike the palace and the humblest dwell- 
ing; and old age, with its long train of 
dispiriting evils, weakens the most steady 
and the firmest minds. Before these afflic- 

* Acts x. 34. 
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tions, the vain follies of life fade away ; 
the gratifications, which wealth procures, 
become tasteless ; and honours and power 
appear but a mockery of woe. In such a 
state, Religion and the assured prospect 
of a better world can alone minister relief. 
The Gospel to those who have not render- 
ed themselves undeserving of its promises, 
will contribute a balm for evils which 
appear incurable ; it presents to the Christ- 
ian a recompence for his sufferings, cer- 
tain as the divine truth, great in propor- 
tion to his patient virtues, and which 
shall never know interruption, or experi- 
ence any end. 

But the truly " broken-hearted" are 
they who feel a deep sorrow for their sins, 
and an earnest desire to turn to God, that 
they may flee from the wrath to come : on 
these in a more especial manner did the 
Sun of righteousness arise with " healing 
44 in his wings."* To every kind of 
guilt did our Saviour come to offer par- 
don, if the sinner implored His forgive- 
ness: He offered an assurance of it to 

* Malachi iv. 2. 
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those who should be sensible of the hein- 
ousness of their past deeds, and humble 
themselves before their God. Offences, 
which human justice cannot pardon with- 
out inijury to society, obtain forgiveness 
at the mercy-seat of heaven. Until this 
gracious assurance was given to mankind, 
the condition of every contrite sinner was 
truly deplorable. The sense of his guilt 
was ever present to him, and weighed 
heavy on his mind, and it was most 
uncertain on what he might trust to obtain 
forgiveness. The blood of bulls and of 
goats, the sorrowing Israelites of old felt 
and acknowledged, had nothing in it to 
wash away sin. And how much soever 
the known goodness of God might raise 
the offenders hopes, still more must these 
hopes be again sunk from the conscious- 
ness of having long abused the goodness, 
and defied the justice of the Almighty. 
Fear, and the prospect of approaching 
dissolution, could not but make the sinner 
reflect most seriously upon his situation, 
and terrify him with the danger of an un- 
certain reliance, which, if it failed, would 
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^deceive him in a matter of the highest im^ 
portance, and that irretrievably. — It was* 
therefore, an act of the most exalted good* 
ness and condescension to man, and most 
worthy of the divine Nature, to rescue His 
reasonable creatures from this state of doubt 
and anxiety, and give them assured hopes 
of eternal happiness in a life to come, upon 
their sincere repentance and amendment. 
But farther: — Our Lord was sent to 
confer another great blessing upon man- 
kind, even u to preach deliverance to the 
" captives, and recovering of sight to the 
" blind, and to set at liberty them that 
<c were bruised ;" — in other words, to rescue 
both Jews and Gentiles, who were alike 
captives to spiritual ignorance and super- 
stitions, and alike bigotted to their errors 
from such a state of slavery. I have 
already mentioned briefly the deplorable 
state of the poor amongst the Jews, and 
also amongst the Gentiles; but I shall 
trespass upon your time a little longer, 
while I set before you the state of the 
world before the promulgation of the 
Gospel a little more at large, in order that 
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you may the better perceive the great 
goodness of God in proposing such a Re* 
ligion to His creatures. — The Jews were 
governed by a divine law; but in how 
many things, which they performed with 
the most scrupulous exactness, did our 
Saviour inform them no merit did, or could 
possibly consist ! In how many important 
points did their received doctrines of re* 
ligious service set aside the plainest duties 
of natural affection, of mercy and judg- 
ment! How many of the most positive 
precepts of their law had they so restrained 
within the circle of their own nation only* 
even believing it to be justifiable to shun 
and to despise every other people. — That 
our notions are far more liberal,— our 
affections more enlarged— our piety to 
God of a nature more worthy of Him, is 
indeed an undeniable truth: but it is a 
truth no less manifest, that every improve- 
ment which we possess, we possess from 
Him, and Him alone, who was sent, not so 
much to open the eyes of a few who were 
" blind" in one nation, as to heal the 
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spiritual blindness of every generation to 
the end of the world. 

As for the Gentiles, they were in still 
greater need than the Jews of being 4 4 set 
at liberty" from gross ignorance and the 
corruptions arising therefrom. Their re- 
ligion, the earnest of their morality, most 
evidently shews this. The Gods, whose 
worship was enjoined, were such as the 
learned amongst them were justly ashamed 
of, and in whom the most illiterate vulgar 
alone could confide. St. Paul, who, as 
the Apostle of the Gentiles, was well ac- 
quainted with these nations, and their 
gross superstitions, thus describes them; 
44 their foolish hearts were darkened, — 
44 they changed the glory of the incor- 
" ruptible God into an image made like 
" unto corruptible man, to birds, and four- 
44 footed beasts, and creeping things."* 

Nor were their morals less gross ; 44 they 
44 were filled," the same Apostle adds, 
44 with all unrighteousness ; full of envy, 
44 murderers, proud, disobedient to pa- 

* Rom. i. " 
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44 rents, without natural affection, impla- 
" cable, unmerciful." And if such were 
the morals of the most enlightened part of 
the heathen nations, what may we con- 
ceive to have been the state of the rest of 
mankind 1 They were guided by no cer- 
tain rule of duty, — they were unsupported 
by any hopes of a future life ; — their pas- 
sions were violent, — their manners fero- 
cious, — their very virtues partaking of 
the wildest extravagance; and in short, 
though the' image of God, in which man 
was originally created, was not wholly 
lost in them, yet was it to the greatest 
degree debased and obscured. 

Such in feet were the nations of old, 
and such, indeed, at this day are they, to 
whom the laws and doctrines of Christ are 
still unknown. How truly great, there- 
fore, was the blessing, — how divine the 
gift,— which spread over nearly the whole 
world the clear knowledge of the Almighty, 
and of His purposed goodness towards vt 
in a future state. And who will not re- 
ceive this gift with thankfulness 1 Who 
will not rejoice to see our common nat"-~ 
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rising again to that dignity of virtue, in 
which it first came from our Maker's 
hands'? For however individuals may 
supinely or wilfully abuse Heaven's prof- 
fered mercy, yet a more general reliance 
upon its goodness, and reverential awe of 
its justice, — purer morals and more en- 
larged benevolence, are unquestionably 
seen, wherever Christianity reigns. To 
improve these excellencies in us, to sus- 
tain us under afflictions, and to render us 
superior to the strongest temptations of 
infidelity and vice, was the prospect of a 
future state opened to man by the Gos- 
pel; and most foolish are we, most false 
to ourselves, and ungrateful to our Maker, 
if we do not gladly embrace this proffered 
redemption. 

The Gospel was declared to be preached 
at first peculiarly for those of lowly estate, 
for the untaught, and for the poor ; and 
for such condescending goodness we owe 
to God all thanks and praise : — but who 
amongst men is so wise and good, as not 
to have obtained an increase of knowledge 
or virtue from that Gospel ^ or whence are 
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our stores of wisdom, which can place us 
above the necessity of having recourse to 
a Divine Law for aid % And though we 
are too apt to think highly of ourselves in a 
comparison with one another, yet before 
the supremely wise, good, land great God, 
all distinctions disappear, and all are poor, 
and equally need His grace. From the 
mere light of reason alone we discern, that 
we are bound to shew towards Him a meek 
and quiet spirit, accepting His dispensa- 
tions with patience, and cheerfully per- 
forming whatever we can discover of His 
pleasure. But from Christianity we far- 
ther learn to cherish an humble and meek 
spirit, whenever we reflect how great 
things the Saviour of the world hath done 
for us. His condescension in thus visiting 
mankind, sunk in ignorance, sorrow, and 
sin, should be ever made the theme of con- 
stant and fervent praise: but with the 
proud, with the disputer of this world, 
and impenitent obstinate sinners, all this 
goodness of God, so long abused, and pro- 
ducing in them so little amendment, must 
turn to their heavier condemnation, and 
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become for ever a source of the deepest 
self-reproach and confusion of face; for 
he, that " knew his Lord's will and did 
" it not, shall be beaten with many 
" stripes."* 

* Luke xii. 47. 
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St. Matthew, xi. 2, 3, 4 

Now when John had heard in the prison the 
works of Christy he sent two of his disci- 
ples, and said unto Him, Art thou He that 
should come, or do we look for another f 
Jesus answered and said unto them, Qo and 
shew John again those things which ye do 
hear and see. 

iHE general expectation of the Jews, 
founded upon their ancient prophecies, that 
a deliverer should soon appear to rescue 
them from bondage, was most strong at 
the time when our Lord came. Hence it 
came to pass that the false Christs and 
false Prophets, spoken of by our Lord, 
sprang up in such numbers, leading de- 
luded multitudes after them into t T 
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bouring deserts, and at last seducing the 
whole people of the Jews into rebellion 
against the Romans to their utter ruin. 
John the Baptist, the messenger to prepare 
the way of the Lord, and who appeared in 
Judea much about the same time, was a 
person too remarkable for the austerity of 
his manners and the authority of his teach- 
ing, not to attract their notice and awaken 
their hopes* The Baptist was obliged re- 
peatedly to declare that he was not the 
Christ, and yet in this respect could not 
persuade even his own disciples, though he 
had actually pointed out to them the per- 
son of Him who was so. He, therefore, 
sent them to Jesus Himself to obtain con- 
viction. " Art thou He that should come, 
" or do we look for another V was the 
question they were commissioned to put in 
their master's name ; and the purport of 
the answer which they received is contain- 
ed in the latter verse of the text, " Go and 
44 shew John again those things which ye 
44 do hear and see." This appeal to their 
own observation and reflection is perhaps 
the only reply that could have effected the 
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desired end. Had Jesus directly declared 
that He was that Great Prophet, the un- 
believing part of His hearers, we may 
suppose, would have been ready to reply, 
as they did upon another occasion, " Thou 
" bearest testimony of thyself, thy testi- 
44 mony is not true."* Had He appealed 
to the prophecies, beside the consideration 
that to form a judgment from them re- 
quired more attention and candour than 
most of the people were capable of exert- 
ing, all prophecies must from their nature 
be in part obscure till they become per- 
fectly clear by the fulfilment, which fulfil- 
ment many of those respecting the Messiah 
had not yet received. The method our 
Lord actually employed was not subject to 
these difficulties, and was successful, at 
least with the disciples of the Baptist ; for 
we read that, when John was put to death 
soon after, they came and followed Jesus. 
And yet it must be acknowledged, that 
those very miracles, to which Jesus appeal- 
ed, produced not the same effect in a 
considerable part of the beholders— consi- 

* St. John, viii. 13. 
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derable at least for their knowledge, raok, 
and authority, if not for their numbers also. 
To what cause must we ascribe this % Was 
it that the miracles of our Lord were not 
sufficiently important in their nature to 
command obedience, or that they were not 
sufficiently clear and unquestionable in their 
performance to engage the fakh of unpre- 
judiced, judicious observers % 

Happily, for the removal of all such 
doubts, His miracles were not only so pub- 
lic, but so numerous and so various, as to 
be able to remove every difficulty which 
can arise from them. Every part of Judaea 
was the scene of some one of them : — they 
were performed openly in cities, deserts, 
mountains, plains, — in the temple, the sy- 
nagogues, the streets, the public places, 
and private houses. Every part of Nature 
was the object of His over-ruling power : 
the elements above and beneath confessed 
Him their Lord. We read more than 
once, that when there arose a great tem- 
pest in the sea, so that the ship was cover- 
ed with the waves, He calmed the rage of 
the winds and of the seas by His word ; — 
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He said, " Peace, be still :" — and we fed 
ourselves affected, like the disciples, on the 
occasion, who were amazed exceedingly 
and said, " What manner of man is this, 
that even the winds and the seas obey 
Him V 9 — Human nature, with all its train 
of evils, of infirmities, pains, and death, 
also yielded obedience to that hand which 
first formed it 

It has been observed by some, that the 
maladies cured by our Lord were all of 
them beyond the aid of human skill, as the 
palsy and the leprosy. Though this may 
not be wholly true, yet were most of them 
however of this dangerous kind. No won* 
der, then, that on the coring of a dumb 
person peculiarly afflicted, the multitude 
exclaimed, " it was never so seen in Is- 
" rael;"* — and that the blind man, speak- 
ing of Us own cure, told the Rulers, — 
" since the worid began was it not heard 
" that any one opened the eyes of one born 
" blind. "+ Nor were, these miracles ef- 
fected by the assistance of any secondary 

* St. Matt. ix. 38. and xii. 22. 
f St. John ix. 32. 
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means, which might be supposed to con- 
tain some secret, unknown virtue, and 
thereby diminish His honour : for He re- 
stored the leper by touching him with His 
finger ; the man with a withered hand by 
barely speaking the word ; the Centurion's 
servant afflicted with the palsy without 
even seeing the object of His cure : nay, 
when the people, where He came, had sent 
round about the villages, and brought unto 
Him all that were diseased, as many of 
them as only touched the hem of His gar- 
ment were made perfectly whole. After 
this wonderful display of power, it can 
scarcely add much to our astonishment 
that even the grave heard His powerful 
voice, and yielded up her dead. In the 
instance of Lazarus, in whom every vital 
principle was extinct, and whose body was 
hastening to its dissolution, we have such 
a proof of unrivalled power, that we shall 
in vain seek on earth for a more convinc- 
ing mark of His divine authority. Would 
we, however, see more 1 — Invisible beings, 
Spirits once of the highest order, and still 
as superior to man in power as in wicked- 
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nes8,+ bore a reluctant testimony to that 
character, which the disciples of John came 
to explore. " What have we to do with 
" thee,' 9 said the unclean Spirit whom Je- 
sus cast out in the synagogue, " I know 
44 thee who thou art, the Holy One of 
44 God:"f — and upon another occasion 
these Spirits thus addressed Him, 44 Art 
44 thou come hither to torment us before 
" the time % I adjure thee by God, that 
44 thou torment us not." J 

Is it not, therefore, most astonishing, 
almost beyond a miracle,,, that men could 
hear and see these things, and not believe? 
It could not be because they had not abun- 
dant means of knowing the certainty and 
reality of these works : they were perform- 
ed in the most public manner, many of 
them in the presence of enemies not easy 
to be deceived, and some of them before 
thousands at once : they were foretold ages 
before, and with a particular exactness, by 
Isaiah, since whose days no person had 

* See Bishop Horsley's Sermons, vol. i. Serm. xi. 
p. 235-242, 3d. Ed. 1812. [Ed.] f St. Mark i. 24. 
X St. Matt. viii. 29, and St. Mark ▼. 7. 
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appeared, save Jesus, even to attempt a 
miracle. But the people did believe ; 
they owned their conviction on divers oc- 
casions : " When Christ cometh," said 
they, " will He do more miracles than 
" these which this man hath done?"* — • 
" What do we," said the great Council of 
the nation, " for ,this man doeth many 
" miracles."f Yet would they not obey 
Him, nor act agreeably to their own con- 
victions. 

From what reasons they refused obe- 
dience it may not be unnecessary to en- 
quire, for we perhaps are not wholly 
uninterested in those reasons : — indeed to 
learn wisdom from the perverseness of the 
Pharisees and the other Jews, must be the 
principal motive that Christians can have 
for enquiring into that, of which we can 
entertain no doubts, — the validity of these 
proofs of our Saviour's mission. 

It is a truth familiar to all, that high ex- 
pectations of affluence and dominion to 
themselves under the reign of the Messiah, 
possessed the minds of the Jews at the 

* St. John vii. 31. f St - J°kn xi. 47. 
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time when Jesus came to offer to them 
spiritual blessings, and a kingdom not of 
this world. They indignantly bore the 
yoke of the Romans, and proudly held all 
other nations to be utterly unworthy of 
their friendship ; — while He preached humi- 
lity, contempt of riches, obedience to their 
governors, and universal love to all men. 
Their piety rested in external ceremonial 
acts of obedience; — He inculcated only 
those virtues which, in their design at 
least, could bear the secret eye of heaven, 
and which looked to heaven chiefly for 
their reward.. With views so directly opr 
posite, even miracles must be ineffectual, 
so long as the hearers held fast their in- 
temperate and sinful passions : and in 
whatever persons these causes are in full 
force, the like effects must inevitably en- 
sue. A deliberate, habitual violation of 
the great duties which we owe to our Ma- 
ker, our neighbour, and ourselves, — power- 
fill as religion may be thought to be, — 
from such violation of all law religion has 
very seldom been able to recover mankind. 
To him who has brought himself to follow 

d2 
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a conduct so opposite to the natural feel* 
ings and reproaches of his own heart, the 
pure precepts, the spiritual rewards, and 
the distant terrors of the Gospel will prove 
of no avail ; and to such a one it matters 
not whether Jesus was or was not the great 
Prophet who should come into the world ; 
for he regards not Him, nor does he look 
for another. In feet, Revelation was given 
principally to assist and guide the return^ 
ing sinner ; — it is of the highest use to 
those who desire to be good, and who are 
otherwise chiefly from the infirmity of hu- 
man nature : — it places life and death be- 
fore us with the strongest motives to lead 
our choice, but it compels us to neither. 

Had Revelation even designed to con- 
strain mankind to obedience, yet does the 
conduct of the Jewish nation prove farther, 
how much the power of evil habit is supe- 
rior to the most wonderful means Revela- 
tion could employ. We read of a certain 
discourse of our Lord introduced by a mi- 
racle, and finished by an attempt to stone 
Him.* — We know that the extraordinary 

♦ St. John x. 
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of raising Lazarus from the dead 
was the immediate cause of the final reso- 
lution of the Jewish Council to put Jesus 
to death ; and when He was on the cross 
they could acknowledge His wonderful and 
merciful works, and at the same time in- 
sult Him with the declaration—" He saved 
" others. Himself He cannot save/'* — 
With such examples before us, how un- 
speakably dangerous must it appear that 
we should ever suffer ourselves to be en- 
slaved to any passions which cannot be 
reconciled with the known law of God !— 
and how deplorable is the condition of 
those who, when uneasy under the sense 
of guilt, vainly seek of themselves for 
means to restore them to peace of mind ; 
and that aid, which they can receive from 
the Gospel alone, they fondly hope to ob- 
tain from some future uncertain incident, — 
some affliction or sickness, — from the arrival 
of old age, or the prospect of approach- 
ing death! But how few examples are 
to be found to encourage reliance on these 
things! We can hardly expect that 

• St* Matt. *xvii. 43. 
D3 
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the ordinary occurrences of -life should 
produce such wonderful effects, when. even 
miracles have been lost upon. others of 
like passions with ourselves. Some sud- 
den terror, or some great evil may produce 
momentary purposes, of amendment, but 
these, alas ! soon die away, and the evil habit 
returns again. Even old age but seldom 
wears away the propensity to wicked- 
ness ; and it is but too commonly seen, 
that the more men advance in years, the 
more do they cleave to the world, and its 
vain and sinful allurements. Let us not 
listen, then, to these deceitful reasonings ; 
but rather let us attend diligently to the 
Apostle's admonition — u to-day, , while it 
"-is called to-day,", to hearken to the 
voice of religion and conscience, forsake 
our sins, and pay obedience to the divine 
laws. 

I shall now point out for your considera- 
tion one general remark more, and with 
this I shall conclude. 

When the Almighty employed such 
mighty power in behalf of His Gospel,— 
when all nature, itself was interrupted in 
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its operations to announce that the Lord 
of it was come to save the world ; — when 
miracles were displayed in such number as 
the world had never before seen; — can 
it be imagined that such a scene of won* 
ders was finally closed with that age] — 
or can it be a small offence coldly to 
receive, or negligently obey a divine re- 
velation deemed by Infinite Wisdom 
deserving of so astonishing an intro- 
duction] It certainly cannot: — and at 
that great period, when the whole work. of 
man's redemption through all ages shall 
be found to have been one regular con- 
nected scheme, then assuredly shall these 
instances of authority and divine power be 
brought forth against both Jew and Christ- 
ian, who shall have despised so great sal- 
vation ; — then will they throw deeper con- 
fusion over every guilty face, and justify 
the wrath of God displayed towards ob- 
stinate and impenitent sinners. What 
though the miracles themselves were never 
displayed before our eyes ! still are we no 
less interested in them : for if we believe 
the facts and are not influenced by them ;— 
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if we read and admire the wonderful 
power exerted by Christ, and disregard 
His precepts, then whereinsoever we con- 
demn the Jews, we therein condemn 
also our ownselves. — For the Almighty 
confined not the Gospel nor the evi- 
dences of it solely to that nation and 
that age ; and He may therefore justly 
exact suitable returns from all, to whom it 
is made known. For, not for the benefit 
of a few individuals only did Christ per* 
form all His mighty works ; but to excite 
the love, the gratitude, and obedience 
of all men at all times. He wrought 
for us, indeed, more than for them : He 
restored them to health, to sight, and to 
life, in order to raise us from mental 
blindness, from bondage to sin, from death 
eternal, unto righteousness, and peace, 
and everlasting joy . 
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St. John i. II. 

He came unto His own, and His own received 

Him not. 

THE person here spoken of by the Evan- 
gelist is the Son of God ; He, who " was 
" in the beginning with God" as to Hist 
person, and in His nature God Himself : — 
He, by whom all creatures were made, 
and " without whom was not any thing 
" made that was made." This Divine 
Person, the mighty Creator of the world, 
was pleased to come into the world which 
He had created, to be the life and light 
of mankind; and, as St. John in the text 
declares, He came more particularly " to 
" His own," that is, the nation of the Jews. 
In divers places of Scripture, Christ is de- 
clared to be peculiarly connected with the 
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Jewish nation. He is styled the " Angel 
of the covenant,"* which God made with 
them ; — their Redeemer from captivity ;— 
the Giver of their law ; — and lastly, when 
He took upon Him human nature, their 
King, as being descended from David. 
In these views, therefore, the children of 
Israel were Christ's " own" in an emi- 
nent manner. — " He came unto His own," 
says the Evangelist, " and His own re- 
" ceived Him not;" a fact which was too 
apparent at the end of His ministry. 
When He first began to preach unto them, 
and "spake," as they themselves con- 
fessed, in a manner that "never man 
" spake;" and when His instructions 
were accompanied with miracles " such 
44 as no man could do except God were 
u with him ;" they shewed in general the 
utmost willingness to hear: we are re- 
peatedly told that 44 multitudes were ga- 
44 thered together, and pressed upon Him 
44 insopiuch that He had not leisure even to 
44 eat bread ;" — that the Pharisees, when 
they sought to take Him, feared lest there 

* Malachi iii. 1. 
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should be " an uproar among the people," 
and acknowledged that " the world had 
gone after Him." 

These circumstances may appear to 
contradict the words of the text, that when 
44 He came to His own, His own received 
44 Him not;" but there is no room to 
question the truth of the declaration : our 
Saviour's own words, " Blessed is he, 
44 whosoever shall not be offended in me," # 
sufficiently shew that some persons had 
been so offended ; and upon one occasion 
it is written, "many of his disciples went 
44 back, and walked no more with Him," 
which caused Him affectionately to ask the 
twelve, "will ye also go awayT'f — In 
fact, when at last He was betrayed into 
the power of the chief Priests and Pha- 
risees, He appears to have been aban- 
doned by the people : — there was no dis- 
turbance among them in His behalf, as 
had been feared by the Rulers ; but they 
all looked on, seemingly with little of that 
attachment to His person, which they had 
expressed in the beginning of His ministry 

• St. Matt. xi. 6. t St. John yi. 66, 67. 
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among them ; nay, they even wait so far 
as to cry out, " Away with him ; crucify 
" Him ; we have no king but Caesar." 

How shall we account for this great 
change'? — To what cause must we im- 
pute it, that they so entirely forgot His 
mighty works, His doctrines, His pro- 
mises of everlasting life to all who should 
believe and obey Him ? We, as Chris- 
tians, are deeply concerned to know these 
things: for however the Jewish nation 
might have flattered themselves that they 
were the chosen people of God, and that 
to them alone the promise of a Redeemer 
was made, we are well assured, that we, 
no less than were they, are partakers of 
the goodness of God in Christ ; — and that 
if we, giving ourselves up to the same 
hardness of unbelief, receive not the Sa- 
viour, our guilt, and the divine displeasure 
towards us, will be as great as towards 
them: — if knowing what it was which 
made the Gospel of no effect with the 
Jews, we will not learn wisdom and obe- 
dience from the awful example before us, 
it is not too much to declare, that our 
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punishment will be heavier than theirs in 
the great day of account. 

In an affair of so great moment, we 
should deem it an abundant happiness to 
have been informed by Christ Himself.— 
In the parable of the sower, who went out 
to sow his seed, our Lord described some 
seed as sown in stony places; " these/' 
said He, " are they who hear the word, 
" and receive it with joy, yet have not 
"root in themselves, which for a while 
" believe, and in time of temptation fall 
44 away ;" and in others, " the cares of 
41 this world choke the word, and it be- 
" cometh unfruitful." 

None, we may presume, are so insen- 
sible to religion, as to set themselves 
against it before they hear what it re- 
quires of them. So far as its commands 
do not plainly control their inclinations, 
or condemn their corrupt morals, so far 
men are ready to believe in its promises— 
to join in its services — and to make re- 
solutions of obeying most of its commands. 
Bat their attachment to religion ; 
their reverence for it dwells on 



62 SERMON V. 

more than in the heart, and their hopes 
and fears of an eternity are not sufficiently 
sincere and strong to withstand the dif- 
ficulties we mtist encounter in our passage 
through life. All such men may be ex- 
pected to act as did the Jews. — There was 
something which had gained too powerful 
possession * of their hearts to admit the 
preaching of Christ to hold any place in 
them, when it warred against their inve- 
terate passions and darling desires. — 
While the mighty works of our Lord 
shewed plainly that no earthly power 
could resist Him, they followed Him with 
zeal ; — they gladly owned that He was the 
promised Christ, the deliverer of Israel ; — 
and upon one occasion they were about to 
take Him by force, and make " Him their 
*' king," to lead them on to war, and the 
conquest of their enemies.— But when, 
after healing their sick, and feeding those 
who were hungry, He only sent them 
away to their homes and to their former 
occupations, there to practice the lessons 
of holiness and virtue, which He had taught 
them ; — and when He declared, without 
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any reserve, that His " kingdom was not 
44 of this world ; — then they V went back 
44 and walked no more with Him ;" and 
readily joined with their Rulers in the 
sottish cry that He deceived the people. 

But none of these dreams of earthly 
dominion and grandeur to be obtained by 
means of the Gospel enter into our 
thoughts. — Let us, therefore, turn away 
from them to considerations which more 
nearly concern us — to things not less un- 
worthy — to things, in respect of which it 
may, I fear, be said of us, no less truly than 
of the Jews, that Christ hath " come to 
44 His own, and His own receive Him 
" not" 

There are two ruling affections of the 
human heart, deeply implanted in our 
nature by the hand of the Creator Him- 
self ; the spring, I may say, of most of 
our virtues, and, when abused, the source 
of our worst crimes : they are — The de- 
sire of obtaining to ourselves what is good 
for us : — and, The no less strong resent- 
ment against evil, or harm done to us by 
others.-^-To guide, moderate, and puri f 
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these two powerful affections of the hu- 
man heart, is the principal design of all 
the laws of religion, more especially of the 
purer laws of the Gospel, which breathe 
compassion, humanity, and good-will front 
man to man;— content and resignation 
toward God. In the consideration of these 
two ruling passions, it is my design, not 
merely to guard you against the worst 
abuses of them (for whoever indulges him* 
self in deeds of selfishness and oppression, 
or in a spirit of wrath and revenge, over 
such a man the Gospel has no power) ; 
but my wish and hope is to effect no small 
good with respect to those who are in 
general of more regular and religious 
habits, by pointing out to them by what 
specious colourings they are in danger of 
deceiving themselves into a too flattering 
opinion of their conformity to that holy 
religion which they profess. — Such men it 
highly concerns ; nay, it concerns us all to 
give the utmost heed to the precepts we 
have received from Christ in these things* 
while we have still time to amend. The 
day of our probation is far spent, the night 
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is at hand, and that account of our con- 
duct which we too often but slightly make 
to ourselves, we must, after death, most 
strictly render to our all-seeing Judge. 

The first, then, of the two ruling pas- 
sions I have named is, ' a strong desire of 
' obtaining that which appears good for us,' 
and this, in the consideration of most men, 
is Abundance. This desire is found more 
or less in every man : Nature prompts to 
it, and Religion no farther discourages it, 
than by laying thereon some necessary re- 
strictions ; for these desires stand in need 
of much control, lest we should pursue 
them to excess, or by sinful means.— If we 
are hot in the number of those of whom it 
may be said, that Christ " came unto His 
"own, and His own would not receive 
" Him," — that is, if we do in sincerity hear 
His words, we shall find in them sufficient 
to make our daily employments a source 
of peace and self-approbation, far beyond 
what mere gain can yield, or any pleasure 
which we have been used to promise our- 
selves from our successful labours.— We 
are, indeed, accustomed to hear perpetr * 
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complaints of the many anxieties and dis- 
appointments which men encounter, and 
the contradictions and injuries they re- 
ceive from the perverseness of others. 
Yet are we not hence to conclude that 
Providence ever intended that we should 
pass through our short passage on earth 
in a continued succession of disquietudes 
arising from the vices and follies of one 
another. This is not the design of our 
heavenly Father : His bounteous hand has 
shed abroad earthly comforts sufficient to 
supply the reasonable desires of all ; and 
were it possible to persuade mankind to 
follow the divine lessons and warnings 
of the Gospel in their several labours to 
obtain the things which appear good for 
them, this world might become such as 
His fatherly goodness designed it to be — a 
seat of harmony and peace, and no faint 
image of that heaven, to which all our de- 
sires naturally tend. But it is not to be 
expected that the generality of mankind 
will be so wise for their own good; still 
hath God done His part : He hath given 
us sufficient encouragement. When the 
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wants of nature summon us to our daily 
toil, and when our ignorance of what the 
morrow may bring forth fills our souls 
with anxious fears, the divine word speaks 
this unanswerable consolation — " Behold 
f. 4 the fowls of the air — they neither sow 
44 nor reap, yet your heavenly Father 
44 feedeth them :" and, " if God clothe 
44 the grass of the field, which to-day is, 
44 and to-morrow is cast into the oven, 
44 shall He not much more clothe you, O 
44 ye of little faith ?"* But if this assur- 
ance, given us by the Son of God Him- 
self, be of no avail with any to calm the 
anxieties of life, then, though God hath 
shewn Himself most gracious in His pro- 
mise to assist their labours. and supply 
their wants, yet they will not believe His 
words : justly, therefore, do they labour 
much, but enjoy little peace. 

There is, however, » another order of 
men, who feel no less than the former 
those strong desires, and yet seem to be 
ordained to eat their bread in the sweat of 
their face till they return unto the dust. 

* Matt. vi. 




68 SERMON V. 

But even these, who appear to have the 
hardest lot of all men, if they turn from 
earthly considerations to the word of God, 
will find that it speaks peace to their souls % 
for Christ, by one of His Parables, taught 
that our heavenly Master, in distributing 
different talents among His servants, to 
" occupy till He came," gave to one five 
talents, to another two, to another only 
one ; but still that He gave to every one 
according to his several abilities. — Since, 
then, the things of life are so distributed 
by the all- wise and all-gracious Father of 
mankind, let not man murmur against His 
dispensations. Will it not be permitted 
even to Him to " do what He will with 
44 His own?" Is our " eye evil" be- 
cause He is "good?" — To His worthy 
disciples, poor as well as rich, Christ gives 
this command, to lay up their treasures, 
not on earth, but in heaven ; and the poor 
possess the easiest and most certain means 
of obtaining those treasures, — by a quiet 
submission under that portion in life which 
is assigned to them by Infinite Wisdom ;— 
by content with the little they possess ; — 
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by thankfulness for the comforts which 
they must daily feel ; — by patience under 
God's fatherly corrections, which will not 
last long ; — and by a thorough conviction 
that all are equally the objects of His love, 
equally entitled to the most exalted hopes, 
and equally conducted by His unseen 
hand, though through different paths, to 
the same future peace and glory. 

These are the chief duties of the poor ; 
and if they feel some things which appear 
hard, those persons, who possess greater 
abundance, must work out their salvation 
through more difficulties and greater temp- 
tations. They are warned that the plenty 
and power they possess were not designed 
by the great Giver of them for their own 
private enjoyment alone; — that they are 
His stewards, the instruments in His hands 
for the welfare of others; — and that to 
whomsoever much is given, of him here* 
after will much be required. They are 
constantly and daily called upon to be the 
support, the guide, and protectors of many : 
amid the most abundant means of luxury 
and pride, they are required to be tempe- 
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rate, modest, and courteous ; — to be atten- 
tive to the wants of all around them ; — to 
encourage the deserving ; — and to reprove 
and reform the wicked as far as in them 
lies. These surely are labours of self-de- 
nial and unceasing care, in which it would 
be difficult for any to acquit themselves, 
even were men only to be their judges; 
but before God, who reads their inmost 
hearts, how will they say they have never 
" slumbered and slept" in His trust, — have 
never been ." weary in well-doing V\ Let 
the words, then, of Christ be deeply im- 
printed on the minds of all, both rich and 
poor. Let the former remember His aw- 
ful declaration, and thence learn to fear — 
44 how hardly shall they that have riches 
44 enter into the kingdom of God !"* — and 
let the latter bear in mind the great encou- 
ragement they have to persevere patiently 
in their humble lot — 44 Blessed are the 
44 poor, and the meek and lowly in heart, 
44 for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.""!' 

But however difficult it may be, as we 
have seen that it is, to " walk worthy of 

* Luke xviii. 24. f Matt - v - 
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" our vocation," while we yield to the 
strong desire of obtaining the comforts and 
conveniences of life, there yet remains a 
greater danger to be surmounted by every 
real Christian from the second ruling pas- 
sion of the human heart, ' out: quick re- 
' sentment of injuries done to us, 9 — the 
passion of anger ; — a passion planted, in- 
deed, in our nature for divers wise pur-, 
poses, but so apt to become impetuous, 
that it demands a more watchful control 
than any other feelings which are natural 
to the mind of man. " Be ye angry, and 
" sin not," says the Apostle, " neither 
" give place to the devil."* When Christ 
44 came to His own," (and we wish to con- 
sider ourselves in that number, we profess 
to believe His words, to practise His pre- 
cepts, and to walk according to His ex- 
ample) — when Christ C4 came to His own," 
He shewed Himself " meek and lowly in 
44 heart :". though possessing all power,, 
yet, "when He was reviled, He reviled 
44 not again ; when He suffered, He threat- 
ened not ;"f nay, the whole purport of His 

* Ephes. iy. 26. f l Pet * il 
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coming upon earth was to work out par- 
don for His sinful creatures, who had no 
other means of deserving that pardon than 
their sorrows for their offences, and pur- 
poses of better obedience hereafter. And 
shall we, calling ourselves His disciples, 
disdain to accept from our fellow-creatures 
that atonement, and those amends which 
appeased the divine displeasure *? Remem- 
ber His words — " Take heed to your- 
" selves ; if thy brother trespass against 
" thee, rebuke him, and if he repent, for- 
" give him ; and if he trespass against thee 
" seven times in a day, and seven times 
" in a day turn again to thee, saying, I 
44 repent, thou shalt forgive him."* In 
the hour of anger, then, let us reflect what 
we are about to do : do we not believe 
our Saviour's words? or rather, do we 
presume to set at nought the divine punish- 
ments ? Can the thought ever be absent 
from our minds, that the day is fast ap- 
proaching, when we shall be constrained 
to supplicate for pardon before God's aw- 
ful tribunal ; and if we wilfully persevere 

* Luke xvii. 3, 4. 
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in slighting the commands of our Redeem- 
er, by cherishing malice against our bre- 
thren, that our supplications will in all 
probability be made in vain. He, who is 
ordained our future Judge, hath enjoined 
us to be " kindly affectioned one towards 
". another." " This is my commandment," 
said He, " as I have loved you, that ye 
" love one another ;"— " by this shall all 
" men know that ye are my disciples, if ye 
" have love one towards another."* — And 
after enumerating the several principal acts 
of kindness and benevolence which men 
can do to one another, He added this most 
encouraging declaration, " When the Son 
" of man shall come again in His glory, 
" then will He say to all those who have 
" thus done to their brethren, ' Inasmuch 
" ( as ye have done it to oneof the least of 
" ' these my brethren, ye have done it unto 
« < me.' "* 

Yet will many plead that there is great 
difficulty in all these things. True it is, 
there is difficulty ; and in all our duties we 
must sometimes undergo labour, and en- 

• John xr. 12. f Matt. xxr. 
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dure a conflict with ourselves :— but shall 
we on this account render the command? 
of God of none effect? Rather let us 
remember that the reward of victory is 
immeasurably great, even everlasting life ; 
and that the very difficulties we meet with 
in our Christian course may be lessened in 
no small degree by earnestly supplicating 
the divine aid, which we are assured is ne- 
ver withholden from those who ask it with 
fervency and faith. Man is by nature a 
weak and frail creature; his faults and 
failings are numerous ; his very best vir- 
tues, are imperfect, and fall far short of the 
glory of God. For this reason are we 
justly taught to humble ourselves before 
the Almighty, that He may vouchsafe to 
accept us, not for our own righteousness, 
but through the all-sufficient merits of our 
Saviour. The atonement for our past 
transgressions no man could make by any 
even the greatest virtues ; and the gift of 
eternal life could still less have been de- 
served by them : we owe this gift, — and 
may it never be absent from our thoughts : 
— we owe it entirely to the free goodness 
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of God through Christ. Let that good- 
ness, then, be the constant theme of our 
praise : let it be ever on our lips and in 
our hearts. All that man can do to serve 
and please his heavenly Father, His past 
blessings bestowed upon us without mea- 
sure, have deserved at our hands : what 
we are unable, through the infirmity of 
human nature, perfectly to perform,— yet 
if we strive resolutely to perform all we 
can, He will mercifully accept it through 
the abundant merits of our Saviour. But 
if any, through pride of heart, slight such 
mercy and goodness, and will trust to their 
own righteousness alone for acceptance 
with God, though Christ " came to His 
" own," yet have such men no interest 
whatever in His sacrifice : they will at the 
last day be reckoned in the number of 
those who have rejected the Lord and Sa-- 
viour, and be turned into " outer darkness, 
" where shall be weeping and gnashing of 
" teeth." 
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St. Luke ii. 14. 

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace, good-will towards men. 

THESE words form the hymn with 
which a multitude of the heavenly host of 
Angels celebrated the birth of the Saviour 
of mankind. Though born of mean pa* 
rents, and under circumstances of human 
distress, He was introduced with an un-' 
cotnmon degree Of solemnity ; the Angels 
themselves proclaiming His' appearance 
with songs of praise and pious joy : and 
the devotions of Angels cannot but supply 
us with reflections highly deserving re- 
gard, and capable of affording most bene- 
ficial instruction. — When the Angel first 
appeared to the shepherds, he accosted 
them in this manner : " Behold, I bring 
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" you good tidings of great joy, which 
" shall be to all people; for unto you is 
" bom this day in the city of David 
" a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 9 ' 
Then followed a scene yet more astonish- 
ing to the beholders ; for " suddenly there 
" was with the Angel a multitude of the 
" heavenly host praising God, and saying, 
Glory to God in the highest, on earth 
peace, good-will towards men." And 
what was it that raised such joy, ar\d gave 
cause for such praise 1 Spirits of the bene- 
volent disposition of Angels towards man- 
kind, could not, but rejoice in beholding 
the beginning of that great work of mercy 
which God had ordained from the founda- 
tion of the world, and upon which man's 
salvation depended. They could not but 
feel a singular delight in viewing, though 
at a distant*, an increasing number of 
fellow-servants of the true God drawn out 
of the midst of those who . had been se- 
duced from His service. — But their own 
words sufficiently display the sources of 
their praise. — They praised God for peace 

e3 
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shed abroad on the earth, for mankind re- 
conciled to their God, and for the divine 
displeasure now removed ;• — for good-will 
towards men, for further mercies intended 
to he bestowed on them, for spiritual as- 
sistance in this life, and for happiness and 
glory in the next. — These wonders of 
divine love in the redemption of man they 
celebrated, as they had before celebrated 
the creation of him, when the Scriptures 
tell us, " the morning stars sang toge- 
" ther, and all the Sons of God shouted 
" for joy."* 

Were it possible for us to have as clear 
and strong an insight into the importance 
and extent of the gift of a Saviour, as 
have the holy Angels, then might our 
gratitude more nearly approach to theirs. 
For us certainly, not for them, " the 
" Child was born ;" for us the " Son was 
" given ;" and the redemption, with all 
its blessings continuing to the latest ge- 
nerations, was an occasion .which might 
make man rise, as it were, above himself 

* Job xxxviii. 7. 
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in his sense of the divine love, and in un- 
abated and still increasing thankfulness to 
God his Saviour. 

To advance, as far as possible, so de- 
sirable an end, the wisdom and piety of 
the Church deemed it fit to consecrate a 
solemn season to the remembrance of the 
Saviour's birth, in the assured hope that 
every pious believer would, need little 
more to make him pour forth praise and 
glory to God ; or, which is a far better 
homage to Him, offer up renewed pur- 
poses of greater obedience for the time to 
come. — On this day, therefore, we cannot 
find a more proper subject for our medi- 
tations, than the great condescension which 
our heavenly Father hath shewn to us, 
His miserable and lost creatures, in send- 
ing His Son into the world; — and if this 
goodness shall have warmed our hearts 
with gratitude and joy, our next care 
should be how we may testify our sense of 
it, and do so in a manner which the God 
of the spirits of all flesh may approve. 

As nothing tends more to give us a de- 
grading conception of the people, whose 
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were the Prophets, and ".of whom, as 
" concerning the flesh, Christ came,"* 
than this circumstance, that they could 
discern in all the prophecies of Him no 
higher benefit designed for them than the 
restoration of the temporal kingdom of 
David to Israel (as if the Saviour now 
announced to be a joy to all people could 
have been sent down from heaven only to 
make one single nation, the people of 
Israel, the conquerors and rulers, and 
perhaps even the oppressors of all the 
nations around them) ;— so nothing can 
give us a more striking proof of the pre* 
sumption and pride of man's heart, than 
that any, who call themselves Christians, 
should avow, some with their lips, but 
more by their lives, that they feel no need 
of a Saviour. Is it not wonderful, that 
mankind could entertain such unworthy 
ideas of the all-wise God, or so exalted 
an opinion of themselves in comparison 
"with Him, as to believe that. He should 
send His Son into the world with prophe- 
cies, and signs, and wonders, if we needed 

* Rom. ix. 5. 
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Him not? — that the Saviour, who was de- 
clared to be given as " a Light to lighten" 
all nations, — for salvation unto the ends 
of the earth — was invested with no higher 
character than what belonged to John the 
Baptist, or to Elias, or Jeremiah, or to 
one of the Prophets 1 — that if we hearken 
to the lessons of holiness which He taught, 
and repent as He hath commanded, we 
have then received all the spiritual bless- 
ings which He came to bestow % — He, of 
whom the Almighty by a voice from 
heaven pronounced — "This is my be- 
loved Son, in whom I am well pleased : 
hear ye Him/'* 

It is surely pride, or the most wilful 
blindness, which prevents us from duly 
discerning how insufficient in God's sight 
are . man's best services ; how vile our 
manifold sins must make us in the pre- 
sence of Him who is of " purer eyes than 
" to behold iniquity !"f Yet we all feel, 
by daily experience, that we brought with 
us into the world the seeds . of sin and 
guilt, which have grown and spread in a 

* Matt. iii. 17. f Habak. i. 13. 
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wonderful manner. Froni thfe condition, 
most fearful to all who carry forward their 
thoughts into a future state, what could 
be found in man's best powers to raise 
him again to virtue and peace? — What 
could he give, — what could he offer to ap- 
pease his justly offended Maker, and to 
satisfy the divine justice? Could his re- 
pentance do it? We may venture to 
affirm, that of itself it could not. " For 
" if repentance alone had this virtue, how 
" came the idea of atonement and expia- 
44 tion into the world ? and whence the 
44 almost universal practice of propitiatory 
4 4 sacrifices ? " * And what is repentance ? 
It is no more than a sorrowful reflection 
upon past offences, accompanied with a 
sincere desire and endeavour to avoid 
them for the future. At the best it can- 
not change our corrupted nature ; — it can- 
not undo what has been done ; it cannot 
make him guiltless who is really guilty. — 
Do we, even they who are the best in- 
clined, feel in ourselves, or see in others, 
this willingness to amend always steadily 

* Hurd*8 Sermons, vol. i., Ser. I. p. 10* [Ed.] 



SERMON VI. 83 

pursued? In what happy age was it more 
generally prevalent than now % Were the 
nations of the world, before our Lord ap- 
peared, making greater advances in holi- 
ness and purity of life 1 The case, it is 
well known, was the very reverse. What, 
then, could be hoped for from repentance 
alone, such as unassisted man can or ever 
did entertain, to disarm the justice of our 
highly offended God, and to deserve His 
pardon and peace? Surely nothing, — till 
the Son of God humbled Himself to take 
upon Him our nature for our sakes ; — and 
till the Almighty Father graciously con- 
descended to accept Him as a full, suffi- 
cient sacrifice and atonement for the sins 
of the whole world, and declared that " all 
" that believe in Him should not perish, 
" but have everlasting life."* 

Well, then, might the Angel make this 
declaration to the shepherds, " Behold I 
" bring you good tidings of great joy, 
" which shall be unto you and to all 
" people." With reason did the Apos- 
tles, who witnessed only the first-fruits of 

* John iii. 15. 
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this redemption, ever speak of it in language 
of the highest exultation. — "Blessed be 
" the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
44 Christ, who hath blessed us with all 
" spiritual blessings in Christ,"* — and 
" hath given us all things that pertain 
44 unto life and godliness,"f that we might 
be partakers of the divine nature. — And 
the Prophets also, who saw these things at 
a distance, speak of them in terms no less 
animated : — u Comfort ye, cdmfort ye, my 
44 people, saith your God ; speak ye com- 
44 fortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her 
44 that her iniquity is pardoned ;"$ — 
44 Unto us a child is born ; unto us a Son 
44 is given ; and of the increase of His 
44 government and peace there shall be no 
44 end."§ — Amid this pious joy what are 
we, if we partake not in it ^ Indeed in 
all ages of the church the festival of our 
Lord's Nativity has been celebrated with 
peculiar demonstrations of joy : — but lest, 
in imitating their example, we permit our 
joy to degenerate into licentiousness of any 

* Ephes. i. 3. f 2 Pet. i. 3. 

% Isaiah xl. 1. § Isaiah ix. 6, 7. 
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kind, let us well consider how we may tes- 
tify a sense of God's great love to us in 
sending His Son into the world, in a man- 
ner which the God of spirits may approve. 
St. Paul, in his Epistle to the Hebrews, 
justly makes it a strong plea, why we should 
" walk worthy of the vocation wherewith 
" we are called/' that God hath not 
spoken to us by Prophets only, as in old 
times, nor by the ministry of Angels, but 
He hath spoken to us by His Son, who is 
the brightness of " His glory, and the 
" express image of His person," and hath 
given us no less an example to follow. 
Guided, then, by His perfect precepts, 
and animated by His promises, let us 
make it our constant endeavour to tread 
in His steps ; and although our best efforts 
may be unequal and unsteady, yet shall 
not our perseverance altogether fail of 
success, and our imperfect services, pro- 
vided they be sincere, are, we know, as- 
sured of acceptance. Our Saviour, when 
He came upon earth, deigned to be born 
in a lowly condition, and tp pass through 
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His abode here in that rank of life, in 
which a strict compliance with the pre- 
cepts of religion is supposed to be most 
painfully tried, doubtless with the inten- 
tion to set before His servants a more 
lively pattern, whenever it may please the 
divine wisdom and goodness to call any of 
them to the like trials. To feel the pres- 
sures of want is natural ; and many, when 
they feel them, look up with a degree of 
impatience and envy towards those who 
abound; — but might it not contribute to 
spread peace over their minds, were they 
to consider that their Redeemer, when on 
earth, had not of His own a place even to 
" lay His head V Is it not a powerful 
inducement to be resigned, and to seek 
the recompence of our sufferings in the 
declared goodness of God, that He, whom 
it is our duty to follow, was iC a man of 
" sorrows, and acquainted with grief, 
" though no sin nor guile was found in 
"His mouth ;"*— that, "for the joy 
41 which was set before Him, He endured 

* Isaiah liii. 
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44 the contradiction of sinners againftt 
44 Himself;"* and " committed Himself to 
44 Him that judgeth righteously Y 9 f 

U we are, indeed, willing to shew forth 
our grateful obedience to Him who sent 
His Son for us and for our salvation, these 
are among the principal acts, by which 
we give glory to God; — and by other 
like virtues, by deeds of good-will to- 
ward men, we may lead others also to 
glorify Him. He hath given us affections 
and power to lighten the burthens of our 
fellow-creatures, — to supply much of their 
wants, — to soothe many of their sorrows, 
— and to reconcile them more to their 
condition ; and our part is to use our ut- 
most abilities for this service. Thus did 
our Lord act on earth — He was sent to 
44 heal the broken-hearted," and He "went 
44 about doing good." This is true re- 
ligion — this is an acceptable thanksgiving 
to heaven : — it is to stamp a value on our 
praise for what we have . received from 
above. — 44 Greater love," said our Lord,. 
44 hath no man than this, that a man lay 

* Heb. xii. 2, 3. f 1 Pet. ii. 23. 
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u down his life for his friends."* — We are 
not required to do this, but that which is 
the highest love, and comprehends almost 
all the excellencies of a Christian is 
strictly demanded of us, — to return good 
for evil, and to forgive each his brother 
their offences as sincerely, as unreservedly, 
as we hope for forgiveness ourselves. — 
For He, who is our Saviour, our Hope, 
our* Trust, hath pronounced, " If ye for- 
" give men their trespasses, your heavenly 
" Father will also forgive you."+ 

Upon these conditions, always within 
our power to perform, and to which the 
very feelings of our nature strongly prompt 
us, — upon these conditions we are assured 
of deliverance from the wrath to come. — 
And if this were all, this alone would be 
a subject for our most fervent thankful- 
ness and praise: — but the divine good- 
ness has promised to give together with 
pardon everlasting life. — Throughout the 
Gospel scheme both these blessings are 
joined together. When the forgiveness of 
our past misdeeds shall have been pro- 

* John xv. 13. t Mirtt vi. 14. 
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nounced, we shall enter into the joy of 
our Lord. — This is an extent of goodness 
in the meditation upon which we are but 
too often backward and cold. We know 
and feel of ourselves, that there is natu- 
rally a vast distance between our pardon- 
ing those who have offended us, and thdr 
being sorry for having done so; — and 
though there appears no small degree of 
presumption in measuring the dealings of 
the Almighty by our narrow conceptions, 
yet when the end of so doing is only to 
open our minds to more just and more 
exalted thoughts of His condescending 
love to us, we may safely draw the com- 
parison. When we have experienced the 
greatest ingratitude, when our kindness 
has been repeatedly abused, — however 
sincerely the offender may solicit our for- 
giveness, do we not account it sufficient 
to do away our displeasure ; — if he is in 
distress to pity and to relieve him ; — but 
do we also receive him into our bosom, 
and to our love ? He may be sorry that 
he has transgressed against us, but do we 
then deem it a part of our duty thence- 
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forward to bestow upon him every mark 
of favour,, and distinction, and reward? 
The Gospel itself, when it most strongly 
enjoins us to forgive our brother as often 
as he offends, and to shew our sincerity' by 
our actions, commands not so much. It 
is a degree of excellence belonging only to 
the Divine nature, not barely to give up 
the demands of strict justice, — not barely 
to exercise mercy towards His penitent 
creatures, — not barely to restore them to 
that peace of mind which they had for- 
feited by their sins ; — but when He shall 
take them hence, to reward them far be- 
yond the measure of their fondest expec- 
tations. — His boundless loving kindness 
promises to receive every returning sinner, 
who earnestly endeavours to amend his 
past misconduct by sincere obedience, 
and by a reliance on the merits of his 
Saviour, — to receive him to Himself, — to 
crown him with never-fading happiness 
.and glory, — and to make him equal with 
the Angels. 

Well, then, may we adopt the language 
of the Psalmist, and say, " Lord, what is 
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44 man, that thou art so mindful of him ; 
" and the son of man that thou so re- 
" gardest him?"*—" Not unto us, O 
" Lord, not unto us, but unto Thy name 
" be the praise, 1 'f and to Him, through 
whose merits and whose intercession we 
are raised to such exalted hopes. — That 
Saviour, who is pronounced to be: the 
Mediator for us, hath Himself declared, 
that He came down from heaven to do the 
will of the Father ; and this is the Father's 
will, that every one, which believeth on 
His Son, may have everlasting life. 

And now, is not this great Redeemer of 
mankind entitled to our gratitude and 
love — to our utmost reverence and adora- 
tion % His taking upon Him our nature, 
and dwelling in so lowly a state among 
men, subject to sufferings that man might 
be redeemed from sin and misery, wonder- 
fully prove how great things were re- 
quired in order to accomplish our salva- 
tion. Let man, then, be deeply impressed 
with the sense of his own insufficiency for 

• Psalm viii. <sxv. 1. 
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this great work : — let him lightly esteem 
his very best services, even when he per- 
forms them with a most upright heart ;— 
and let him not trust to any merits even 
in the sheerest repentance of the evils he 
has done. But let him feel himself a de- 
pendent creature for the blessings of this 
life; and infinitely more unable of him- 
self to deserve and obtain the blessings of 
the life to come. It was Almighty love 
which gave us our being at the first in 
innocence, and did not abandon us in our 
fallen estate; — by a wonder of conde- 
scension and love, which Angels admire 
and adore, He gave His only begotten 
Son still to direct our steps in the ways 
of peace, and to effect our salvation 
through dangers and difficulties, under 
which mere human strength, unassisted 
by the Divine aid, must have sunk and 
fallen. This is, indeed, a real cause of 
joy and praise to all created beings:— 
the heavenly powers joined in it, and let 
not men be slow in expressing it. Let us 
join with Angels, and with all the com- 
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pany of heaven, in lauding and magnify- 
ing God's glorious name, evermore prais- 
ing Him, and saying, "Holy, Holy, Holy, 
' Lord God of hosts ; heaven and earth 
4 are foil of thy glory : Glory be to thee 
4 O Lord most high." 
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Philippians iii. 10. 

That I may know Him, and the power of His 

resurrection. 

No one of the Apostles held so consider- 
able a rank in the Jewish nation before 
his conversion, or forfeited so great tem- 
poral advantages by it, as did St. Paul ; 
and none of them, so far at least as we 
know, underwent greater dangers and 
distresses in the performance of the duties 
of their station. But through all his dif- 
ficulties he conducted himself with a firm- 
ness and cheerful patience, which naturally 
awakens in us a desire to learn from what 
support, and with what expectations, he 
was able to do and suffer so much. We 
feel this desire from the strongest motives ; 
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neither in consequence, of troubles actually 
present to us,— or from the more thfcn 
probable, occasion of needing, at sotafe 
time or other, all the fortitude which we 
can acquire. — " If any other man/ 9 says 
the Apostle, then, " thinketh that he hath 
' whereof he might, trust in the flesh, I 
4 more ; yet count I all things but loss 
' for the excellency of the knowledge of 
' Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have 
' suffered the loss of all things, and do 
' count them but dung that I may win 
' Christ ; that I may know Him, and the 
' power of His resurrection ; if by any 
' means I may attain unto the resurrection 
4 of the dead :" — with which hope, " for- 
' getting those things which are behind, 
' and reaching forth unto those things- 
' which are before, I press toward the 
' mark for the prize of the high calling of 
4 God in Christ Jesus." — This is the lan- 
guage of sound sense and manly piety : : 
and had St. Paul possessed this powerful 
aid in a greater degree than other men, 
how justly might he have been the object, 
of our envy I For though we may not 
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have undergone his numerous and varied 
trials, who is there among us that does not 
think he has had his portion of evil? — 
Who, indeed, does not expect to meet with 
many events which the world can neither 
recompense nor remove? — Or however 
that may be, do we not all at times look 
forward to the day of our dissolution, and 
the awful scene, which shall then open 
upon our view, with apprehensions strong 
as are our hopes ? 

Providence has placed us in this life to 
serve great purposes; but the events of 
this state of being cannot but constantly 
remind us that " here we have no abiding 
" place. 9 ' Though in the fair sunshine of 
prosperity we are disposed to be satisfied 
with our present situation, yet is that satis* 
faction ever found to be short-lived and 
transitory. The difficulties in obtaining 
the comforts of life — the cares requisite to 
secure them — the fears of the future-^the 
growing infirmities of age — the misfor- 
tunes or the loss of those who are most 
dear to us, — all these things are sources of 
so much distress, that it could hardly be 
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borne were not men possessed of some 
secret support, and by it enabled to look 
forward to something most desirable — to 
some happier state, which may requite 
them for their patience and endurance in 
this. 

If it were possible that we could pass 
our time here without any interruption of 
our peace, and in perfect satisfaction and 
content, yet even then would not our souls 
sometimes sink within us at the thought 
that we must leave this so comfortable 
an abode? Man cannot, like the beasts of 
the field, rest completely happy in the 
present hour ; he has his hopes and fears, 
which he can never long lose : — he looks 
back to what is past; and, however re- 
luctantly, casts his eyes forward to what is 
to come: — his ardent wishes have always, 
made him dwell upon the hopes of a better 
life; and mankind, therefore, with won- 
derful zeal, gladly welcomed that Gospel, 
which " brought life and immortality to 
" Kght."» 
In the clearest language, and from the 

♦ 2 Tim. i. 10. 
F 
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strongest authority, even that of the 
divine word, we are commanded to look 
up to the resurrection of Christ as the 
earnest of our own; and suitable to the 
importance of that event with respect to us 
was every incident conducted : — with such 
abundant testimony — such gracious con- 
descension of the Deity to man's weak- 
ness — as hath at once fixed this great 
truth on the surest foundations. Pos- 
sessed, then, as we are with the knowledge 
of this truth, let us remember that it was 
made known to man, that it might be, in 
the first place, our chief resource to re- 
lieve us under the trials which are the 
portion of this life: — and, secondly, a 
most encouraging principle to acquire the 
virtues which may ensure to us the in- 
heritance of a better state hereafter. 

Every man who ever came into the 
world has submitted, or must at some 
time or other submit, to the stroke of 
death. This is, indeed, a severe trial ; it 
is not to be avoided or remedied ; it cuts 
down every blessing we here enjoy. Ex- 
amples daily present themselves to re- 
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mind us, that tlii* dreaded separation, 
which at the best we only hope to be dis- 
tant, suddenly reaches every age, and 
levels with the multitude the most vigor- 
ous, most cautious, and most secure. This 
alarming truth vice in vain would stifle, 
and folly studies to fly from it. — And even 
to any man death is not, in general, an 
event desired or courted ; the feelings of 
human nature are strong ; they prompt us 
all to shun it while we can ; — but when it 
does come, however early and unexpected, 
the good Christian has a consolation be- 
fore him of a nature so great and so 
encouraging, that it is not in the power of 
language easily to describe its value. 
Under the certainty that we shall live 
again -after the grave, every source of in- 
nocent happiness, which we here know, 
is suspended only, soon to be restored to 
us again in more abundant measure : that 
mighty power, which first formed us from 
the dust, shall, we are assured, raise us 
again from it, purified from the dregs of 
mortality, from its infirmities, and its im- 
perfections. — Then, whatever in us bears 

f2 
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the image of the Divine Creator, our vir- 
tues, our piety, shall be enlarged and 
exalted ; and sorrow, and fear, and doubt 
shall be for ever done away. 

This certainty of reviving hereafter to 
a state of being more worthy of our de- 
sires, will support us under still greater 
trials, than that of approaching death; 
for many §uch trials there are. — When 
Arrived at a full measure of days,, or when 
weaned from life by its numerous and con- 
stant troubles, many men have willingly 
submitted to the stroke of mortality. — 
But how heavy that stroke, how piercing 
the anguish, when those, who are dearer 
to us than life itself, in whom our labours, 
our prospects, our wishes centre, are sunk 
to an untimely grave ! These are> in* 
deed, distressing sorrows: we view them 
in others with real compassion; — we feel 
them in ourselves with something like 
despair. — But here again, Revelation in- 
terposes its powerful aid: the Christian 
labours to " forget those things which 
" are behind," — his past comforts and 
delights ; — and " reaches forward to those 
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" things which are before" him : with the 
eye of faith he looks up to that great day, 
when all, that has been severed from him, 
shall be restored in an eternal state where 
sorrow shall pursue him no more. How 
comfortable, therefore, is this reflection j 
end of it God " hath given assurance 
" unto all men, in that He raised up 
*« Christ from the dead."* 

Such is the comfort and support which 
the good may derive from the knowledge 
that they shafl rise again from the grave 
to a happier life. 

But farther, the power of the resur- 
rection may prove of no less effect timely 
to curb in us those vicious inclinations 
which, if indulged, must entirely cut us off 
from all hopes of that better life ; and to 
guide our steps into those virtues which 
alone lead to eternal joy. This life has 
been always most justly styled a state of 
trial, given to us in order to prepare us 
for another, in its nature and duration in- 
finitely superior. The dispositions and 
habits, therefore, which we contract h^ 

* Acts xvii. 31* 
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in this life will be the substance of what 
we shall do and delight in in another ; so 
that if on earth we enslave our souls to 
passions utterly irreconcileable with hap- 
piness, it is, I do not hesitate to say, folly 
to expect that any place can afford it us — 
that heaven itself can yield us joy. — 
" Flesh and blood," says the Apostle, 
" cannot inherit the kingdom of God." # 
There is, however, no corruption in them 
so unfit for the presence of their Maker, as 
are those vices which mere flesh and 
blood have reared up in the soul; — 
namely, every act of intemperance, im- 
purity, hatred, envy, malice, and cruelty. 
These, whilst we are upon earth, con- 
tribute only to produce misery and re- 
morse in the mind — to excite discord and 
every evil with respect to others. The 
soul, therefore, which carries these, or 
any of these baneful passions into another 
life, cannot possibly deserve or know any 
peace or joy. 

Now if these things be so, — if the state- 
ment I have made be a true one, — will 

* 1 Cor. xv. 50. 



SERMON VII* 103 

not even human wisdom,, — will not the 
desire of enjoying peace, strongly per* 
suade us to labour that we may plant and 
rear up in our hearts such dispositions 
and habits as by their nature are pro- 
ductive of happiness, and accustom us to 
set our affections on those things, which 
it will then be our duty and our pleasure 
to practise. It should be our first and 
constant care (if we are indeed sincere 
in our faith) to accustom Ourselves to see 
and own the hand of our gracious Maker 
in all things : — it should be our endeavour 
to consider even His visitations as proofs 
of His love, and to receive His blessings 
not only without forgetting the Giver of 
them, but with increased humility and 
gratitude. When we have done this, 
then may we look forward with comfort 
and delight to that better state of being, 
where " we shall see Him as He is," in 
unclouded wisdom, justice, and goodness 
in all His ways ; and where admiration, 
and reverence, and love, shall guide all 
our thoughts, and employ all our actions 
to all eternity. 
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Weare encouraged to " press forward to- 
Xi ward the prize of the high calling of God 
1 ' in Christ Jesus. ' ' Whenever, therefore, 
we shall have acquired those habits which 
lead to the peace of our fellow-creatures— 
when we feel it our great delight to see 
others good and happy, and when to make 
them so we would decline no labour or self- 
denial whatever ; — then have we in us the 
seeds of those principles which qualify us 
for a place distinguished as the seat of 
peace and love ; and these seeds, cherished 
hereafter by the beams of divine favour, 
shall ^row up into an abundant harvest 
of peace and joy : the means and oppor- 
tunities of gratifying those dispositions 
shall be multiplied without end ;-r-ajid as 
they still improve and grow, new and 
larger scenes of happiness shall open to 
our view. — For little as we know of the 
particulars of what we shall then be, of 
this we may be assured, that we are in no 
state to be idle and inactive beings: — • 
those great duties, which God hath en*- 
joined us to practise here, will doubtless 
form our principal employment hereafter; 
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and those virtues, which form at present 
the source of our purest and most durable 
satisfactions, shall through endless ages 
minister to render us more eminently 
happy, as we become more completely 
good. 

Destined, then, to such high, such noble 
expectations, what conclusion should we 
thence draw? Surely none other than 
this, that we ought never, no not for a 
moment, to lose sight of the great and 
glorious prospects before us. The exist- 
ence, which we have received from the 
hands of an Almighty Creator, no power 
short of His can possibly deprive us of ; 
and He hath sufficiently revealed to us 
that He will not ; — that He hath formed 
man for eternity : " He that belie veth in 
me," saith our blessed Saviour, " shall 
" never die/'* — Even in death, therefore, 
we can find no shelter from the effects of 
our present conduct, if it be evil ; — the 
grave confines only the gross and less 
sensible part of our being, and even that 
it shall at last render up, then, 

* John x 
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encounter that state, for which, indeed, 
we were originally created ; and wisdom 
and self-love, no less than the laws of 
Almighty God, most forcibly call upon 
us to exercise in time the power now in 
our hands of determining unto what we 
shall be removed when we depart hence, 
whether to happiness or misery ; — as yet 
the means are in our hands of fixing 
that, which, when fixed, shall never be 
changed, but must endure for ever and 
ever, even to all eternity. 

Such, then, as I have described it, is 
the " Power of the Resurrection :" such 
the reward which the Gospel sets before 
us. In all the events of this life, which 
exercise our faith and obedience — in all 
the duties, which are attended with the 
fewest encouragements here — this assur- 
ance of a better life hereafter dispels every 
doubt, and dissipates every fear ; — ^recon- 
ciles us to every dispensation of Provi- 
dence, — arms us against the delusive 
examples of a wicked world, — and affords 
ys the strongest inducements to the purest 
piety and virtue. For this invaluable 
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gift, therefore, " blessed be the God and 
" Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who, 
" according to His abundant mercy, hath 
" begotten us fgain to a lively hope by 
" the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
" the dead, to an inheritance incorrup- 
" tible, and undefiled, and that fadeth 
44 not away, reserved for us in the 
" heavens."* 

* 1 Pet i. 3, 4. 
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1 Corinthians, xv. 51, 52, 53. 

We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 
changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of 
an eye, at the last trump : for the trumpet 
shall sound, and the dead shall be raised 
incorruptible, and we shall be changed: 
fsr this corruptible must put on incorrup- 
tion, and this mortal must put on immor- 
tality. 

THE text is but one of those numerous 
passages in St. Paul's Epistles, which are 
expressed in the same forcible language, 
declaring the doctrine, peculiar to the 
Gospel, of man's future resurrection from 
the grave, and which was then newly 
brought into full and clear light by his 
Lord and Saviour. Warmed with the 
sense of that great instance of Almighty 
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love, he every where breaks forth in high 
terms of gratitude. Thus he declares, 
44 I have suffered the loss of all things for 
" the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, 
44 and do count them all but dung, if by any 
" means I might attain unto the resurrec- 
44 tion of the dead : forgetting those things 
44 which are behind, and reaching forth 
" unto those things which are before, I 
44 press toward the mark for the prize of 
44 the high calling of God in Christ Je- 
" sus."* 

To the same lively piety, and the same 
determined virtue, might we be enabled to 
rise, would we, like St. Paul, fully contem- 
plate the vast extent of the divine love 
towards man, and the yet unknown bless* 
ings which are reserved for him. It is 
plain, then, that the all-bountiful Creator 
did not form us for this earth only, how- 
ever beautiful it may be ; nor for this life 
principally, however dear in our eyes ; — 
but He placed us here altogether to pre- 
pare us for a higher state, to make us fit 
to possess and enjoy a state of virtue and; 

* 1 Philipp. iii. 
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happiness which shall never know an end. 
This life is only the infancy, as it were, of 
our being, and is but a step to a higher 
state : and when the few years of our life 
shall have passed away, which are lent us 
to prepare ourselves for futurity, that death, 
which cuts us off from our enjoyments here, 
becomes only the passage that opens into a 
glorious state of peace ; after a short trial 
here, the divine hand will conduct us into 
an exalted state of being, such as the holy 
Angels now enjoy. 

Such is the high reward which Almighty 
goodness has ordained for his worthy ser- 
vants, and to make this known to us, our 
Lord came into the world ; — and to deliver 
us from those sins which would render us 
unworthy of it, He died for our sakes. A 
deep and sincere sense of this, interwoven 
as it were into the train of our thoughts, 
will not only support our weakness in the 
great work of our salvation, will not only 
earry us through all the difficulties of it, 
but will disarm the sharpest afflictions of 
this world of all their force ; — will soften 
and soothe the infirmities of age, and 
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heighten all those comforts, with which a 
benevolent Providence hath abundantly 
interspersed our abode in the flesh. 

For let us only consider, in what do we 
place our present chief happiness? Do 
we place it in the comfortable enjoyment 
of our own lives here %— or, rather, in the 
welfare of our children, who are oftentimes 
dearer to us than our own lives !— or dwells 
it in the attainment of those virtues, which 
our duty enjoins, and in which, after all, 
the purest felicity is to be found ? In all 
these things it will be seen how great a 
blessing to man is the knowledge, the as- 
surance of a better life to come, since it 
greatly heightens all our comforts, and 
heals or soothes all our sorrows. 

Our first wishes and cares are naturally 
bestowed on these our bodies ; and youth, 
health, strength, and activity, are the 
source of much self-satisfaction, in the 
possession of which the first scenes of life, 
gay with flattering hopes, are apt to make 
the inexperienced mind forget, or lightly 
regard the several great changes, which 
must happen in the course of a few year 
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But when sickness breaks the strength, 
and depresses the spirits, — when each re- 
turning day begins to rob us of some en- 
joyment, and of our once quick relish of 
it, — or when old age succeeds with its long 
train of maladies ; if in this life only we 
had hope of happiness, better, perhaps, 
were it, in many respects, if we had never 
been born. While our minds are deeply 
engrossed with the labours of our several 
callings, or warm in the pursuit of softie 
fancied good, we are apt to judge most 
erroneously with respect to what life really 
is ; but when better instructed by repeated 
disappointments, and especially when we 
have arrived at that period to which we all 
hope and pray to arrive, when, as was said 
by one who had attained to extreme old 
age, each one shall say, " few and evil have 
" been the days of my pilgrimage ;"* and, 
in the words of the aged Barzillai, " can 
u I now discern between good and evil *? 
" can I taste what I eat, or what I drink, 
" or hear any more the voice of singing- 
* men and singing- women T'f What then, 

\* Gen. xlvii. 9. t 2 Sam - * ix < *• 
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I ask, would life be, surely a burthen not 
a blessing, were all our comforts, our hopes, 
and prospects, to end here, and be shut up 
for ever in the grave 1 

But under the knowledge of that immor- 
tality, for which infinite Goodness origi- 
nally created us, how changed is the scene j 
Old age itself, with all its infirmities, is 
then a state, at which we cannot repine ; 
it is only the full ripening of the work of 
God's hand for a near approaching harvest 
of happiness and joy. There is not, per- 
haps, in life so noble a scene, — there is 
not a condition so truly to be envied, — 
as that of the aged man, full of the belief 
of this great doctrine of his religion. Un- 
der all the weakness of his years, disabled 
from practising his former active virtues, 
in obscurity, perhaps in poverty, reduced 
to the single merit of suffering patiently, 
he yet cheerfully possesses his present lot, 
casts not a wish back to the days of youth 
and strength, but accepts his increasing 
pains as preparing him for approaching 
happiness in a better state ; and he wel- 
comes with cheerfulness the approaches of 
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death, by which he shall be changed, — by 
which his " corruptible shall put on incor- 
44 ruption, and his mortal nature be clothed 
44 with immortality. " Such a frame of 
soul, so superior to things on this earth, 
and rising upwards to the world above, 
who does not admire 1 — Who would not 
wish to possess it in the end of their days 1 
Such a frame of soul every sincere and 
pious believer in the resurrection will un- 
doubtedly possess. 

None, however, but a selfish mind con- 
fines all this happiness within itself. Na- 
ture has given us other objects of our love ; 
and, by their welfare or unhappiness, we 
oftentimes feel ourselves more deeply 
affected than even by our own : and the 
parent, when satisfied with the measure of 
good which he himself possesses, will re- 
new all his cares, all his wishes for his 
children's happiness. Here again, the 
truly good and wise parent will find in the 
contemplation of the resurrection from the 
grave the most encouraging assistance to 
support his labours for his child's true 
welfare, and to relieve those apprehensions 
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which must at times fill his breast. For 
while he is planting in his children's tender 
minds every principle of virtue, and guard- 
ing them against the corruptions of their own 
nature, and the pernicious delusions of the 
evil example of wicked men, it is a pleasing 
thought, it is the highest comfort to him 
to know, that he is thus promoting, toge- 
ther with his child's present earthly inter- 
ests, blessings of a higher kind, which shall 
accompany him when this world shall be 
no more. 

Even though we may pursue the wisest 
measures here, a variety of accidents may 
interpose to ruin our best concerted labours ; 
and in proportion as a parent's love for his 
children makes him easily alarmed for their 
welfare in life, it is painful to reflect how 
very little good we can assure to ourselves. 
But when we carry forward our thoughts to 
those high views, which are ever present to 
the mind of the sincere Christian, then the 
fruits and rewards of our labours, in train- 
ing the tender mind to piety and virtue, are 
most sure and most inspiring, inasmuch as 
those labours are preparing for them a fu- 
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ture abundant increase of peace, and glory, 
and immortality. 

Even in that sad event, which the pa- 
rent but too often must apprehend, when 
" the desire of his eyes is taken away at a 
"stroke,"* the pious Christian possesses a 
support more than human. At the moment, 
indeed, we feel the untimely separation 
with a lively grief, — a grief which over- 
whelms all the other blessings still remain- 
ing in our hands ; and though time may 
perhaps soften our grief, and reconcile us, 
in some degree, to our loss, it is only by the 
aid of revelation, which opens to the object 
pf our grief a better, an everlasting life- 
it is by this comfortable knowledge alone, 
that peace and entire resignation reign 
again in the breast. Without this assur- 
ance of immortality, what could time alone 
avail with the affectionate mind? Can 
there be a comfort in the reflection that the 
once beloved object of our tenderest affec- 
tions is, like the brute beast in death, now 
no more % — that the amiable qualities he 
once possessed, and all his opening virtues, 

* JSzek. xxiv, 16. 
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are now sunk, vanished for ever, and lost 
in endless oblivion 1 Is it not rather our 
consolation, — is it not, indeed, a gift of 
God to man worthy of all praise, — that 
the child, whom we so greatly loved, 
though he now visit not our eyes, yet 
lives, — lives more happy than we ever did, 
or could make him, — lives there, where 
fears and pain, sin and death, cannot en- 
ter 1 We shall see him again, we shall 
be re-united to him, never to experience a 
separation, or interruption of our love. 

But in all these things, whatsoever they 
may be, on which we build our peace and 
happiness, the only solid and sure founda- 
tion is virtue and piety. That cheerful 
reliance on the wisdom and goodness of 
our God, which is our bounden duty,— 
that constant good-will to men, which His 
holy Law enjoins, — and that purity of 
soul, which He strictly requires, — these, 
and these alone, are the qualifications that 
fit us to know peace and joy either in this 
life, or in that which is to come. These, 
then, we should seek above all things. 
God hath performed all that could be asked 
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on His part, to bring us finally to 
and it is in our own power, after this life* 
to obtain His greatest blessings, and to 
enjoy them for ever. 

Let us, then, banish from our hearts all 
low affections, unsuitable to, and incon- 
sistent with, the great inheritance, which 
the Divine Love hath reserved for us. Let 
us put away all distrust from our thoughts 
amidst the severest trials of our faith and 
obedience ; and remove all wishes of relief 
from such trials by any guilty means* 
Our continuance in this mortal state is at 
all times uncertain, and, at the most, very 
short : let us not, then, foolishly and wick- 
edly throw away our interest in that exist- 
ence, which must soon begin to every one 
of us, and which shall never know any 
end. 

This world and the uext are but parts of 
the same great work of the Almighty : in 
both we have the same calls upon our love* 
and gratitude, and obedience to Him. 
Every virtue which we delight in here,— 
every excellence of the heart, which we 
carry with us to the grave, shall rise again 
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with us : such as we have endeavoured to 
make ourselves here, such shall we be found 
hereafter. — Through the mercy of God, 
and for the merits of our Redeemer, all 
our infirmities and involuntary offences 
shall be done away ; — our repentance, and 
faith in the atonement made by Christ, 
shall wipe away the guilt of deeds which 
cannot be recalled ; and if we have la- 
boured to the best of our ability, unwearied 
and undismayed in the course of piety 
and holiness, we shall be raised again to 
happiness ; our souls and bodies purified 
by Almighty Love from the remains of 
corruption, and endowed with higher pow- 
ers fitted to that exalted life, for which 
His hand at first created us ; and to restore 
us to which, Christ came down from hea- 
ven and suffered for us here on earth, and 
now seated at the right hand of the Father 
Almighty, is ever interceding for our par- 
don and peace. 
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1 John ii. 6. 

He that saith he abideth in Christ ought him- 
self also so to walk, even a* He walked. 

WE find in the Scriptures constant ad- 
monitions to " examine Ourselves,"-— to 
" prove our own selves," — to " walk 
" worthy of the vocation wherewith we 
u are called," — and not to " deceive our- 
u selves," saying that " we have no sin." 
Commands, like these, are indeed highly 
necessary; for such is the infirmity and 
sinfulness of human nature, that when we 
cannot suppress the painful remembrance 
of what our consciences tell us we have 
done amiss, we devise every imagination 
to lessen our guilt ; — we are unwilling to 
judge our past actions severely, and we 
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fondly hope that we shall not be subjected 
to a more rigorous trial hereafter. 

Among all the means which men em- 
ploy to deceive themselves, none is more 
prevalent or more dangerous than that of 
which we have a strong example in our 
Saviour's account of the Pharisee and the 
Publican, who went up to the temple to 
pray. " God, I thank thee," said the 
Pharisee, " that I am not as other men 
" are ; or even as this Publican."* He 
thought it a sufficient testimony of his up- 
rightness, that he could boldly compare 
his conduct with that of others around 
him: and his example is but too often 
followed at this time. For it is by no 
means uncommon to hear the wicked, 
when detected in any iniquities, in frauds 
in their dealings, or in the breach of any 
trust committed to them, — it is not, I say, 
uncommon to hear them justify their 
offence, when they are unable to deny it, 
with the plea that they are not worse than 
other men under the same circumstances. 
Nay, even that part of mankind, the ten- 

* Luke xviii. 10. 
G 
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dency of whose actions is generally vir- 
tuous, need often to be reminded on how 
false a foundation they build their best 
hopes, when they measure their conduct 
by no higher rule than the conduct of re- 
putable men ; and think it enough if they 
perform their duties as carefully and cor- 
rectly as others are seen to do. 

Example, it is confessed by all, has 
more power over mankind • than any pre- 
cepts whatsoever: and accordingly the 
sacred Scriptures, after laying down the 
purest rules of duty, have graciously set 
before us the perfect example of the Au- 
thor of our faith, that we should " walk 
" even as He walked." There is, in- 
deed, much in the exalted nature of our 
blessed Lord, which may seem to dis- 
courage any attempts to form our hearts 
and actions after so perfect a pattern. But 
let all beware how they attempt to take 
advantage of this plea. — The Apostles 
would not so strongly have recommended 
this example to us as the means to ad- 
vance our piety and virtue, — nor would 
our Lord have said to His disciples, " take 
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" my yoke upon you and learn of me," 
had it been impossible for mortal man to 
do so. If in any respect His example was 
indeed too bright for us to approach, this 
consideration is far, very far, from justi- 
fying that indolence which attempts too 
little. We are assured that our earnest 
endeavours will meet with the Divine ac- 
ceptance ; and He who hath given us the 
example, and hath commanded us to " go 
" and do likewise," hath also promised to 
give to all, who ask in faith, His Holy 
Spirit to guide and strengthen them in 
this important work. When Christ came 
upon earth, He submitted to be born in 
the lowest estate, and to live subject to all 
the ordinary afflictions of life, in order to 
set the fairest and fullest example of resig- 
nation under the divine appointments,— of 
patience with sinful men, — and unwearied 
assiduity in- doing good : by these acts of 
obedience in particular, men are tried, and 
in these virtues does the duty of the Christ- 
ian principally consist. But let it be ob- 
served, that this example is proposed by 
the Apostle to those persons only, who, as 
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he expresses it, "abide in Christ;" that 
is, who love the religion which they pro 
fess, and who gladly embrace every aid 
offered to make them live more worthy 
of it. 

Upon divers occasions our Lord de- 
clared to His disciples, " I came into the 
" world to do the will of my Father that 
" sent me, and to finish His work;"* — 
" I must work the work of Him that sent 
* 4 me. ' ' f The work that was given to Him 
to finish, we all know; it was, to make 
known the perfect law of God, for His 
honour and for the happiness of mankind. 
In this respect Christ may appear to us to 
be beyond our imitation: yet the same 
heavenly Father, who sent Him into the 
world, hath also placed us here; — He, 
who gave to His Son His ministry* hath 
appointed to each one of us his work, which 
he is to perform. We cannot but per- 
ceive, and daily feel, that all the blessings 
and virtues of society have their rise, under 
God, from the united labours and cares of 
the different orders of men; — from the 

• John iv. 34. f John ix. 4. 
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hands of one we receive our daily food, 
from another the conveniences of life ; — 
those who " rule well their own houses, 9 ' 
and " bring up their children in the nur- 
44 ture and admonition of the Lord," are 
the means of spreading wide the princi- 
ples of uprightness and religion ; — in 
short, all in their several stations have a 
work allotted to them ; and while we each 
one of us conceive that we are exerting 
our abilities for our own benefit or credit, 
we are at the same time working the work 
of God, as our Saviour did before. 

So far we learn, that to form our pri- 
vate lives after the pattern of the Author of 
our salvation we should always bear in 
mind, that whatever are our occupations 
in life, we are not directed to them by 
chance, or by our own choice alone, but 
are placed therein to fulfil the work ap- 
pointed to us by Infinite Wisdom. This 
thought will naturally inspire us with in- 
creased resolutions to perform the im- 
portant trust with care, and with humi- 
lity of spirit ; nor ever conceive that we 
have already attained, or that we are 

63 
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already perfect ; but still to " press for- 
44 ward to the mark for the prize of the 
44 high calling of God in Christ Jesus." 

Treading in the steps of our blessed 
Lord we shall further learn from what He 
did and suffered, not to expect that our 
services will always be accepted by men 
so far as they may deserve ; but that we 
are placed in a sinful and ungrateful world, 
where we shall often meet with those 
who will oppose our designs, however up- 
right; and towards whom we are per- 
petually required to exercise forbearance 
and forgiveness. Our Saviour observed, 
that the " disciple is not above his master, 
44 nor the servant above his Lord." " If," 
said He, " they have called the master of 
44 the house Beelzebub, how much more 
44 shall they call them of his household T'* 
Such were the returns which He received 
for His good deeds to His people, even 
for miracles performed for the relief of 
their wants, and the cure of their diseases. 
What, then, are we His servants to look 
for'? What cause have we to be impa- 

• Matt. x. 24, 25. 
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tient and to complain, if we also find our 
good sometimes repaid with evil, — our 
actions calumniated, — and our intentions 
misrepresented % Why should we expect 
that the world around us will be more just 
to our labours, or more thankful for the 
good we endeavour to perform? Every 
single action of each individual is capable 
of being misrepresented by the envious or 
the corrupt ; — his virtues will be often sup- 
posed to proceed from wrong motives, or 
to be carried to excess. 

But amidst all these discouragements,— - 
discouragements, which the Christian must 
ever be prepared to encounter, — none is 
so able to surmount difficulties, as he, who 
proposes to himself always so to " walk 
" as Christ walked," and to imitate His 
patience, His forbearance, and forgive- 
ness of those, who constantly and per- 
versely opposed His ministry. — Worse 
returns for kindness towards mankind 
none has received, or can receive. The 
Jews constantly opposed themselves to 
His benevolent designs : they cast upon 
Him every calumny, every outrage, which 
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the bitterness of the heart of man could 
devise. " Say we not well," said they, 
" that thou art a Samaritan, and hast a 
" Devil T* After He had raised La- 
zarus from the grave, they deliberately 
took counsel against Him how they might 
put Him to death, nor did they cease till 
they had effected their purpose. Yet did 
He persist in working the work of Him 
that sent Him ; declaring to His disciples, 
" I must work the works of Him that sent 
" me, while it is day: the night cometh 
4< when no man can work."f The ap- 
plication of this to ourselves, under any 
such circumstances, is sufficiently plain. 
Many are the duties we have to discharge, 
and short is that life in which they are to 
be performed. If we reflect too often 
upon the impediments in the course we 
have to run, we shall never continue unto 
the end : there is no danger to rou virtue 
from without, equal to our danger from 
within ; and every thing is to be dreaded, 
when we begin to be " weary in well- 
" doing." 

* Jobn viii. 48. f Jolin "• 4 * 
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There remains yet one other benefit 
arising to those who " abide in Christ," 
and endeavour to " walk as He walked." 
We believe that our Almighty Father hath 
sent us into the world, as He sent Him, to 
work His appointed work. We learn 
patience and resolution from His example 
amidst the numerous difficulties and dis- 
couragements which will ever present 
themselves to obstruct our best endea- 
vours. But a far more important duty is 
still required of us, in which, however, it 
is our happiness to have Him for our sure 
guide. 

In the 53d chapter of Isaiah, the Pro- 
phet, speaking of Christ, says of Him, 
44 He had done no violence, neither was 
44 any deceit in His mouth, yet it pleased 
44 the Lord to bruise Him, He hath put 
44 Hiito to grief.";— Now unless we con- 
ceive, that the Almighty, who hath made 
us so like to His Son in the particulars I 
have before pointed out, hath made a dif- 
ference in this part only of His appoint- 
ments, we here learn a most important 
lesson — a lesson much needed by all. 

6 4 
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Christ is declared to have been without 
sin, yet was He ordained to be " a man 
" of sorrows, and acquainted with grief." 
His innocence and purity did not exempt 
Him from severe suffering, while the All- 
wise Governor of the world had His own 
purposes to fulfil through His afflictions. 
Those purposes are made known to us by 
revelation ; " He was wounded for cur 
" transgressions, He was bruised for cur 
" iniquities, the chastisement of cur 
" peace was upon Him, and by His stripes 
" we are healed." — The counsels of the 
Almighty change not, they are the same 
now and from the beginning : His good- 
ness will from time to time vouchsafe to 
those, that serve Him, sufficient encou- 
ragements to strengthen their faith, and 
animate them to persevere in their obe- 
dience; but with the most upright and 
pious now, even as with His beloved Son, 
virtue and sorrows may go together to 
the end, should He, in His secret counsels, 
so purpose to produce good out of evil.— 
Righteousness and peace are not designed 
always to meet together here on earth. 
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The Scriptures themselves inform us, that 
the " way of the wicked does sometimes 
cc prosper,"* while the upright are over* 
whelmed with sorrow and afflictions. — 
When the Almighty so thinks fit, the good 
often suffer severely and long. But to 
say that no gracious purpose is promoted 
by our sufferings, because we see it not, 
is the height of folly and presumption : — 
if we believe such purposes may be an- 
swered, and yet submit not more patiently 
in consequence of our belief, we have not 
improved from the example of Christ ; we 
do not " walk as He walked" in the 
hour of trial. 

To feel the weight of the sore burthen, 
which the hand of God may lay upon us, 
is indeed, unavoidable, so long as we pos- 
sess human feelings ; and to " offer up 
" prayers and supplications, with strong 
" crying and tears, unto Him that is able 
" to save,"f is not forbidden us. Our 
Lord Himself did so. He in the days of 
His flesh, — in His sorest trial, — in His 
agony in the garden, — thus prayed, " O 

♦ Jerem. xii. 1. f Heb. v. 7. 
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" my Father, if it be possible, let this cup 
" pass from me:"* yet He immediately 
added, * * not my will, but Thine be done/ ,- f 
And in the same spirit of submission to 
the determined counsel of God, He re- 
fused to make any resistance to those 
who came to take Him, saying to one of 
His disciples, who had shewn too hasty a 
zeal to defend Him, " thinkest thou that 
" I cannot now pray to my Father, and 
" He shall presently give me more than 
" twelve legions of Angels ? But how, 
" then, shall the Scriptures be fulfilled, 
" that thus it must beTJ For this His 
suffering to death, the Apostle tells us.. 
He was crowned with glory and honour ; 
for that He " humbled Himself, and be- 
" came obedient, God hath highly exalted 
" Him, and given Him a name which is 
" above every name."§ 

Whatever, then, may be our afflictions, 
though they bow down our bodies to the 
earth, still is it in our power to rise supe- 
rior to them in our souls. What may be 

* Matt. xxvi. 39. f Luke xxii. 42. 

X Matt. xxvi. 53, 54. § Philipp. ii. 8, 9. 
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the especial purpose of Heaven in our 
visitation, let us not seek too earnestly to 
know. Our merciful protector hath pro- 
mised,. that He " will not suffer us to be 
" tempted above that we are able to 
44 bear," but He hath commanded us to 
look for our reward in another world. 
This faith in Him, and this entire reliance 
on His goodness and wisdom in every 
condition of our lives, is the perfection of 
the Christian character, — it is what the 
Apostle intended when he enjoined all 
that " abide in Christ to walk even as 
He walked." — The reward of so doing 
another Apostle pronounces to be, that 
44 we shall become the children of God, 
44 and if children then heirs, heirs of God, 
44 and joint heirs with Christ."* 

But if any will live after the flesh, — if 
any will walk by no better examples than 
the world affords, — and knowing what 
Christ hath done to aid the blindness and 
weakness of our nature, will not endeavour 
to benefit themselves thereby; — nothing 

* Rom. viii. 17, 
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remains to such men but this fearful con- 
sideration, that they shall be tried here-' 
after by their own merits only, and appear 
before Him as their avenging Judge, 
whom they refused to receive as their 
Teacher and Guide. 
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2 Timothy iii. 15. 

From a child thou hast known the Holy Scrip* 
tures, which are able to make thee wise unto 
salvation. . 

THE knowledge of our Maker's perfec- 
tions, and of His care over His creatures, 
is among the first things we should endea- 
vour to learn, as it is certainly of more 
importance than all other knowledge. How 
for the Almighty deigns to interpose in the 
events of life, is an enquiry which every 
human mind at some time or other employs 
itself to find out; because much of our 
peace in life depends on our knowledge of 
this circumstance. 

But were! we left to oar own discern- 
ment only, scarcely should we be able to 
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trace many of His wise dealings in those 
various events which happen to different 
men : it is, therefore, a proof of His love 
to His creatures, that He hath given to us, 
by inspiration, the Holy Scriptures, for the 
instruction of our ignorance, for the cor- 
rection of our rash judgments of Him, 
and to guide us into patient submission to 
His will, and a more careful performance 
of all good works. — In order, -however, to 
receive this benefit, much depends on our 
manner of reading those Scriptures. A 
cursory, negligent perusal of them has been 
found to mislead some men in things, 
wherein an intimate acquaintance with 
those writings, would raise in us only ad- 
miration of the Divine wisdom, power, and 
love to mankind. 

Religion constantly teaches us, that hap- 
piness is the portion of virtue, and misery 
the certain consequence of sin. But it is 
to be observed, that this life was designed 
originally to be not so much a state of re- 
ward and punishment, as a state of pre- 
paration to form man to such virtuous ha- 
bits of the soul, as might deserve entire 



SERMON X. 137 

happiness in another state of being, more 
lasting and more exalted : and that in the 
mean time, the comforts of this life are by 
the Almighty granted to 9 or withholden 
from, different men, as He seeth it wiH 
best promote this great purpose of encou- 
raging goodness in some, or punishing vice 
in others. — This great truth will constantly 
present itself to us in reading the Scrip- 
tores ; for, we shall there see, that the 
Almighty acts always by one uniform plan 
of wisdom and goodness ; — a plan gra- 
dually opening by a certain, though often- 
times remote progress, and directing as 
well the vices as the virtues of His crea- 
tures, to the manifestation of His own 
mercy and justice. 

Upon a general view, indeed, of these 
sacred records, every one must see, that 
the Almighty was present to all the ac- 
tions of His people, as well of the indi- 
viduals as of the nation at large. By the 
ministry of Angels, by revelations, by 
Prophets, he guided their counsels, con-, 
demned their sins* offered mercy upon 
their repentance, and signally rewarded 
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their virtues : — nothing was left to chance, 
but deep unerring wisdom ruled every 
event among His chosen people the Jews. 
The same great plan, then, we may safely 
conclude, He still maintains ; for He can- 
not be changed, — He cannot be regardless 
of any of His creatures now more than 
in the years of old. True it is, He reveals 
not to us, as He did to the Israelites, His 
purpose in every visitation ; nor, indeed, 
is such a revelation necessary : for, hav- 
ing been fully taught already by the ex- 
ample of many ages, — by Moses and the 
Prophets, — by Christ and His Aposdes, — 
no repetition of prophecies, wonders, and 
miracles, could teach us more ; if we are 
still without faith, we should not " be per- 
" suaded though one rose from the dead." 
Let us, then, rest in the firm assurance 
that we all are advancing through life 
under the guidance of an all-powerful, 
all-gracious Being. Though we see not 
into futurity, and know not the changes 
and chances which may befal us here, yet 
unerring wisdom leads us by the hand. 
That Power, which ruleth over all things, 



• 



SERMON X. 139 

is ever about us ; He is watchful to make 
our services most useful in their several 
kinds, and He will place us and also keep 
us in that station which we are best cal- 
culated to fill. It should be our care, 
then, to accept with a contented and cheer- 
ful submission His wise appointment, 
and to make it our highest ambition to 
discharge the duties which He hath laid 
upon us. The best men of old lived like 
us, not unacquainted with the troubles of 
this world, and subject to its wants, its 
fears, and its sorrows. The Prophets, 
whom the Almighty admitted into His 
secret counsels, whom He sent to reprove 
kings, and to announce His mercies and 
His judgments to mighty nations, were 
not raised by Him above the rest of the 
people, — they received not from Him either 
affluence, or honours, or fame. To exe- 
cute His purposes was their highest dis- 
tinction, and the consciousness of His 
favour was to them their only earthly 
reward. Is it not, then, folly in us to ex- 
pect, as though it were due to our virtues* 
such recompense as they never received % 
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Is it not presumption in us to arraign the 
government of Providence as unequal, 
because we obtain not from Him wealth 
and power, great as our labours appear to 
us to deserve 1 More especially, is it not 
presumption, when He hath graciously, in 
His inspired writings, held up to our view 
many examples of those who have made 
shipwreck of their virtues and happiness 
on these dangerous quicksands % Thus, 
for example, had not David been raised 
from his humble fortunes to a throne, — 
had he not been successful over all opposi- 
tion, — he would not have so deeply pol- 
luted himself with adultery and blood. — 
And, Solomon, in a private station, would 
probably have been preserved from his 
follies and wickedness, against which, 
wisdom, greater than had ever been given 
to man, did not secure him, amidst the 
means of indulging every passion of his 
heart. It may, then, be the greatest 
mercy to us, that the All- wise Governor 
of the world withholds from us the pos- 
sessions which those persons are generally 
found to be least able to use rightly, who 
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have been most impatient under the want 
of them. 

Yet, it may be urged, Joseph, David, 
and other righteous men, were exalted 
from an humble station to the highest pitch 
of earthly splendour. They certainly were 
thus exalted ; but not for their righteous- 
ness only — not for their own sakes chiefly* 
— Joseph, from a prison, was wonderfully 
raised to almost royal dignity, in order to 
save the Egyptian nation from the horrors 
of a famine unexampled in its duration : 
but more especially to save alive his fa- 
ther's family, and in them the chosen race 
— that people who were destined to per- 
petuate the knowledge of the true God, 
and in a distant age to give to mankind a 

Saviour from sin and death. For less 

extensive good, indeed, yet for highly 
gracious purposes, God " chose David, 
" His servant, . and took him from the 
'• sheepfolds. As he was following the 
^ ewes, great with young ones, He took 
" him, that he might feed Jacob His peo- 
" pie, and Israel His inheritance :"* — that 

* Psalms lxxviii, 70, 71. 
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the Almighty might fulfil the promises 
made before unto the Patriarchs, and ad- 
vance the Hebrew nation, for such time 
as to His wisdom seemed good, unto a high 
degree of prosperity and glory. In the 
common course of life, He, no doubt, pur- 
sues the same gracious measures ; blesses 
the good with distinguished eminence and 
power, not for their own private ease and 
gratification, but to make them more use- 
ful instruments in His hands for the aid of 
the humble and weak of the earth : and it 
should ever be the earnest prayer of any 
one, who is so blessed with a large portion 
of abundance, that he may never lose 
sight of God's merciful design in thus 
Jblessing him ; — that a greater power may 
only call forth greater exertions of his abi- 
lities : — and that those beneath him may 
have frequent cause to bless his unceasing 
endeavours for their good. 

But in this world, success and power 
are frequently seen to be entrusted to men 
and nations, which ill deserve, and most 
abuse them. Why these things are so, 
let the same Holy Scriptures instruct us. — 
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When the Hebrews came out of Egypt, 
they were led to the conquest of the land 
of Canaan ; and Moses expressly declared 
to them, " not for thy righteousness dost 
' thou go to possess the land, for thou 
* art a stiff-necked people ; but for the 
' wickedness of these nations doth the 
' Lord thy God destroy them before 
thee."* — In this manner (viewing all 
men as but instruments in the hand of 
Providence, which employs even the self- 
ish purposes of their hearts to bring about 
some great and wise plan of correction and 
reproof to others), may we form our judg- 
ments of other parts of Scripture. There 
are divers transactions in the history of 
the chosen people very contrary to the 
manners of these times, and even to our 
judgments of what their leaders ought to 
have practised. But the dealings of Pro- 
vidence itself are uniformly the same. 
From the time that the Hebrews settled in 
the Holy Land, till the time in which, for 
their multiplied offences, they were cast 
out of it, and carried into captivity 4rk 

Deuter. ix. 5, 6. 
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Babylon, the Lord shewed Himself in 
every transaction, " merciful and gra- 
" cious, long-suffering, and abundant in 
" goodness ; bnt a God, who would by no 
" means clear the guilty."* Even that 
severe punishment of his people became 
an act of great mercy to many neighbour- 
ing nations, in making His name known to 
those who carried them away captive ; and, 
as we find in the Book of Daniel, in lead- 
ing the idolatrous Sovereigns of the East 
to confess Him, and enjoin his worship 
throughout their dominions. " I make a 
" decree," said Darius, the king, " that 
" in every dominion of my kingdom men 
" tremble and fear before the God of 
" Daniel : for He is the living God, and 
" stedfast for ever, and His kingdom that 
44 which shall not be destroyed, and His 
" dominion shall be even unto the end."f 
Thus, we see, that all the dispensations of 
Providence over that nation, which was 
separated from the rest of the nations to 
be an example to the latest ages, — all 
lead to the same great end of encouraging 

* Exodus, xxxiv. 6, 7. f Dan. v *« 26. 
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virtue or chastising vice in those who be* 
held them ; and of producing the greatest 
good out of evil. Even in those events, 
which at first appear most unfavourable 
(as when the wicked are seen to be in 
great power), we view with admiration 
how " He turneth the hearts of men," 
whithersoever He will, to promote His wise 
and gracious purposes. Who, then, shall 
presume to judge His appointments '?— ■ 
When the virtues of the best men are 
mixed with many follies and faults, who is 
he that complains, because his life is also 
mixed with good and evil? What if from 
sickness, sorrows, disappointments, or 
want, we should obtain some signal bene- 
fit *? What if our virtues are improved, — 
our submission to the will of Heaven in- 
creased, — our reliance on the Divine good- 
ness,— our fortitude of mind, — our piety 
enlarged ; — is the Almighty then un- 
righteous in sending these trials ? From 
scenes of this kind, the very Heathens of 
old gathered the belief, that man's exist- 
ence must extend beyond this short, and 
seemingly most unequal state ; and they 

H 
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regarded each distinguished instance of 
suffering goodness, — every example of enor- 
mous guilt in prosperity, — as a living proof 
of a future tribunal, which should vindi- 
cate the Divine honour, and perfect the 
great plan of Almighty justice. — What the 
Heathens saw " as through a glass dark- 
ly," is to us made clearly known. To 
lead us into a due sense of this great 
truth, and to raise our thoughts to a state 
of being infinitely superior in dignity and 
duration, our good and merciful Creator 
hath revealed so much of Himself and of 
His dealings with men. 

Read, then, the Scriptures, and there 
behold how His wisdom guides all events 
here below ; — how " all things work to- 
" gether for good to ihem that love God ;"* 
how he pours down his comforts and bless- 
ings on the virtuous; — and how " the 
" triumphing of the wicked is but short." f 

Read the Scriptures, and be wise " unto 
salvation." Learn that man was formed 
by his Creator for an existence and a hap- 
piness far more exalted than this world can 

* Rom. viii. 28. f '<*• **• &• 
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know. Accept with gratitude that mea- 
sure of good here, which He seeth fitting 
for you ; but look for the reward of your 
patient virtues in a better life. 

But above all, read the Scriptures, to 
see what great things God hath done for 
us and for our salvation, by sending His 
Son into the world;— how He prepared 
that wonderful proof of His love to man- 
kind from the beginning, — promised it to 
our first Parents, —revealed it more fully 
by Moses, and all the Prophets, — and in 
due time bestowed it in a suitable display 
of majesty and power. 

If now we are in possession of the know- 
ledge of God, and of our duty far beyond 
all that His favoured people ever kne^r ; — 
if now humanity and benevolence are ex- 
ercised by men towards one another, — 
towards strangers, — towards very ene- 
mies, in a degree of which there are very 
few examples in the early ages of the 
world ; — it is to the familiar knowledge of 
the Scriptures, and of the pure laws of the 
Gospel, that we owe it all. — Let, then, 
those sacred books be our constant study 

h2 
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and delight : let them be the instruction of 
our youth ; — and may their authority pre- 
vail over the violence of our tumultuous 
passions. In the hour of danger their 
warnings may save us from felling ; and 
in our declining years, they will yield our 
principal consolation and hope. — And for 
this invaluable gift of the Holy Scriptures, 
wonderfully given at the first, and no less 
wonderfully preserved in their purity and 
truth through so many generations, let us 
shew forth our thankfulness to the Great 
Giver by our use of them, " not only with 
" our lips but in our lives, by giving up 
" ourselves to His service, and by walking 
" before Him in holiness and righteousness 
" all our days, through Jesus Christ our 
« Lord." 
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Numbers xxii. 18, 

And Balaam answered and said unto the ser- 
vant* of Balakj If Balak would give me his 
house full of silver and gold, I cannot go 
beyond the word qfthe Lord my God, to do 
less or more* 

lHE lesson which St. Paul drew from 
recording the principal events that had 
happened to his nation, and to the most 
distinguished men in it, was this ; " Now , 
"all these things happened unto them 
" for ensamples, and they are written for 
" our admonition ;" and such a conclusion 
wilt ever be drawn from them by all men 
of a good understanding and upright 
hearts. — To peruse the transactions re- 
corded in the sacred writings from mere 
curiosity, or (which amounts to the same 
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thing) without the least reflection, — with- 
out endeavouring to obtain thereby a 
greater insight into human nature, its 
errors and its infirmities, and to arrive at 
a clearer knowledge of ourselves, — is a 
conduct utterly unworthy of us as Christ- 
ians. We are but too ready to hear the 
instructions of our duty with careless in- 
attention, as dry lessons in which we have 
little concern; — little impression is often 
made by the commands and warnings of 
the Scriptures, though they are declared 
to be " given by inspiration,'* and to 
" make us wise unto salvation,"* But it 
would well become us to be more wise.: 
the examples of eminent men, there rer 
corded, may be of benefit to us when pre- 
cepts fail ; they may alarm us, may render 
us more guarded over ourselves— more 
diffident of our own strength and virtue,— 
and consequently more sincere in our de- 
sires to obtain aid and support, whence 
only it can be surely obtained, from the 
mighty power and goodness of God. 
In the chapter, which has been this 

* 2 Tim. iii. 15, 16. 
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day read to you, we have the example of 
a man much distinguished in the time in 
which he lived ; — his conduct is there de- 
scribed at large, so that it is easy to com- 
pare our conduct with his, and in every 
part of it the resemblance between him 
and us may perhaps be found closer 
than we are sensible of, or willing to be- 
lieve. 

Balaam, before his unhappy connexion 
with Balak, the King of M oab, appears to 
have been no odious nor contemptible cha- 
racter, but a man of true and rational 
piety, and of an enlarged and just know- 
ledge of his Maker. The very application 
made to him by the King of Moab seems 
to prove as much. For it could be only 
from the known sanctity of his life, that 
Balak should expect the protection of 
heaven through his intercession. " I 
il wot," said Balak, " that he whom thou 
" blessest is blessed, and he whom thou 
" cursest is cursed."* There may have 
been weakness and superstition in this be- 
lief; still we must conclude, that Balak 

♦Numb. xxii. 6. 
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and his princes could not have built their 
last hopes of deliverance to their nation 
on a man, who was not, in their judgment, 
high in the favour of God for his known 
uprightness and purity of mind. Yet 
though apparently possessed of many vir- 
tues, and endued with a true sense of re- 
ligion, Balaam fell ; and from his fall we 
cannot but perceive the greatness of that 
wisdom and love, which has made it our 
duty daily to pray that we be not led into 
temptation. 

The trial, under which he finally sunk 
after his repeated and strong resolutions 
never to " go beyond the word of the* 
" Lord his God to do less or more," is 
pointed out by two Apostles in these words : 
44 They that will be rich fall into tempta- 
" tion, and a snare : for the love of money 
44 is the root of all evil ; which while some 
44 coveted after, they have erred from the 
44 faith :"* — " they have forsaken the 
44 right way, and are gone astray follow- 
44 ing the way of Balaam the son of Bosor, 
44 who loved the wages of unrighteous* 

* 1 Tim. vi. 9. 
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ness."* This caution was directed to all 
the members of the Churches, to whom 
those Apostles wrote ; — and let not any 
one at this time conceive that the example 
will be of no benefit to him, inasmuch as 
he is far from the power, and even the ex- 
pectation of ever arriving at riches ; at 
least it may serve to make him more con- 
tented with his present lot, to see what 
dangers others encounter, who have that 
power,— dangers to their present virtue 
and honour, — dangers to their happiness 
in that state to which they must come after 
all their pursuits here. 

While Balaam was living in peace 
among his own people, messengers arrived 
with him from the King of Moab, invit- 
ing him to come and curse the people of 
Israel, who appeared ready to invade his 
dominions, adding his expectations of 
being then able to prevail against them, 
and smite them, and drive them out of 
the land. Balaam had such regard to the 
authority of God, as to keep the mes- 
sengers waiting till he had learned the 

♦ 2 Pet. ii. 15. 
H4 
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divine will. And God said to him, " Thou 
" shalt not go with them, thou shalt not 
" curse the people, for they are blessed." 
The divine will was thus expressly de- 
clared, and he very properly sent back 
the men to the King, with an absolute re- 
fusal to go to him. So far he preserved 
his duty and his character ; and had he 
stopped there, his example might have 
been handed down as a pattern for men in 
every age to follow. But he wanted firm- 
ness ; and when a second embassy arrived 
of " princes more in number, and more 
" honourable," and with higher promises 
of reward, though he still declared 
in the strongest manner, that if Balak 
would give him " his house full of silver 
" and gold, he could not go beyond the 
4 'word of the Lord," yet he made the 
messengers tarry with him till he should 
consult the Lord once more. To what end 
should he consult him? His duty had 
been clearly declared to him already. 
Why should he deliberate, when his part 
was only to obey? — But it is manifest 
that his integrity was secretly undermined 
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by the pressing importunities and magni- 
ficent offers of the King of Moab; and 
that he now felt a desire rising in his 
breast to bend the laws of his Maker to 
his own views. In punishment, therefore, 
of this his secret falling off from those 
laws, ' he obtained the permission of the 
Lord to go ; and thus being too confident 
of his own integrity, he threw himself into 
the midst of the temptation, which in pru- 
dence, and in regard to his own safety, 
it was no less his interest than his duty 
to have kept at a distance from; — he 
rashly exposed himself to a trial, in which 
the event proved such as must surely dis- 
courage us from following his steps. 

While we are contented with the station, 
in which a wise Providence has placed 
each one of us, our course is easy and se- 
cure. While we are pursuing our several 
occupations with diligence and cheerful- 
ness ; — while we are providing by prudent 
foresight and moderate frugality for the 
decline of our days, or for the future sup- 
port of our children ; — our conduct is in- 
nocent and meritorious, and we thus faith- 
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fully follow the dictates of nature and re- 
ligion. But when we begin to be dazzled 
with the imaginary charms of things above 
us, then begins our danger ; — then we are 
imperceptibly swerving from our trust and 
reliance on our Maker's goodness, and our 
thoughts gradually incline more and more 
to find means of attaining our wishes and 
means, which every day depart farther and 
farther from the strict line of our duty. 
If this be a known truth (and not only the 
example before us, but almost daily ex- 
perience proves it to be so), who is the 
man so rash as to court the danger, or 
careless as to what may be the event of the 
combat? What if Providence, in His 
displeasure, should punish him, as He pu- 
nished Balaam, by affording him the op- 
portunity he seeks to rise to plenty and 
power, which he never before knew, or 
expected to enjoy ! What if he, then, as 
many others have, should prove unequal 
to sudden prosperity! — In such a case, 
dearly would his present gratifications be 
purchased, while they gave rise to passions 
more unbounded and ungovernable, and 
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to actions of the worst kind. — To be able, 
indeed, to reconcile the extravagant wishes 
of our corrupt hearts with the laws of God, 
is what numbers flatter themselves they 
have the power to do ; and thus did Ba- 
laam : but the sequel of his history will 
shew how greatly he was deceived ; and 
we surely have reason to fear that our 
virtue on the trial may not stand more 
secure. 

Behold him, therefore, now where he 
wished to be, in the court of the King of 
Moab ! " Lo I am come," said he, " yet 
" the word that the Lord putteth into my 
" mouth, that shall I speak :" and a so- 
lemn sacrifice was prepared by his direc- 
tions of " seven bullocks, and seven rams, 
" upon seven altars ;" after which he went 
to meet the Lord to see what He would 
say unto him. — Here it seems a natural 
question for us to ask, for what purpose 
did he mean to consult the Lord ? Was 
it that the divine pleasure had not been 
already made known to him? — or that 
there could remain any doubt in his mind % 
That divine will being once pronounced, 
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it certainly belongs to man only to obey 
it, and not to doubt or deliberate. — In all 
cases it will be found, that when we begin 
to consult within us whether we are in 
strict duty bound to submit to any com- 
mandment, to which we are averse, our 
spiritual enemy has then gained an im- 
portant advantage over us, and we are 
almost certain of being overcome. There 
could be no need of sacrifices for Balaam 
to go and enquire what further the Lord 
would say. After he had repeated, to 
Balak his finp resolution to say " neither 
" more nor less" than he had been com- 
manded, he ought to have rejected at 
once the wicked purpose against the people 
of the Lord. But instead of this, all that 
he could do to please the King and gain 
the promised rewards, he did; — three 
several times he offered his burnt sacri- 
fices, to know whether the Lord would 
yet give him the desired permission to 
curse the people, though he was con- 
strained each time to pronounce blessings : 
and when the King, in a rage, commanded 
him to flee back unto his own country, still 
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Balaam did not desist from his ambitious 
and covetous designs; he at length did 
more than Balak had asked, he did worse 
than curse Israel ; — for in order to obtain 
the wages of iniquity, he planned the de- 
struction of an unoffending people, and in 
some measure brought it to pass. 

Awful, indeed, is the warning which 
this whole transaction holds out,' in ' a 
variety of ways, to all descriptions of men, 
and to those more especially, who may be 
in danger and see it not, who build their 
hopes upon a confidence, which will not 
abide the fiery trial, reserved for all our 
actions hereafter. — We have here the 
example of a man apparently under a deep 
sense of God and religion, yet deliberately 
pursuing a course offensive to both. He 
could utter with a just feeling of their im- 
portance those pathetic words, " Let me 
" die the death of the righteous, and let 
" my last end be like his !" — and yet un- 
checked and undismayed by repeated re- 
fusals from heaven to permit him to follow 
the wishes of his heart, he forgot his duty,, 
and all thought of what was to come, and 
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persisted in endeavours, which would in- 
evitably fill his hour of death with despair. 
What inconsistency is there in the heart 
of man! What unsoundness! What 
trifling with salvation ! What gross self- 
deceit ! Numbers, who would start back 
from open declared vice, yet practise in- 
genious subtleties to impose upon them- 
selves! Having once persuaded their 
hearts that no earthly advantages can ever 
overthrow their integrity, they more 
freely give reins to their wishes, cherish 
secret and strong desires for more liberty 
in their actions, for more of what they call 
the harmless indulgences around them ; — 
but they seldom look forward to the dan- 
gers which may ensue from these harmless 
things ; or, seeing the dangers, make but 
little account of them. Even when then- 
good resolutions at length fail them in the 
day of trial, they still go on to blind their 
own eyes; they flatter themselves, that 
the strength of the temptation, and the 
weakness of human nature, will plead for 
their fall with a merciful God : — but what 
can plead for their having rashly exposed 
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their weakness to the way of temptation, 
for dallying with sin, and venturing within 
the reach of its enchantments ? 

Others, again, when they give way to 
an action, which they acknowledge to be 
not strictly right, yet encourage themselves 
(as in the case of profane swearing) that 
no ill consequences will arise therefrom to 
the substance or the good name of their 
neighbours, and that therefore there can- 
not be such very great guilt in it. 

Others, as if they could make a compo- 
sition with their Maker, fancy they may 
atone for what they have done amiss by 
keeping a guarded watchfulness against 
every other kind of sin; and thus the 
proud in heart thank their God, that they 
are clear from acts of mean dishonesty ; — 
and the covetous man applauds himself 

that he is pure from intemperance. 

Others, again, and they perhaps the most 
unpardonable of all, trust to their punctual 
attendance at this place of divine worship 
to procure them pardon and favour with 
the Almighty, in whatsoever things they 
may have done amiss. — It is most asto- 
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nishing that the humiliations of us, who 
are but dust and ashes, should be imagined 
to be of themselves of any avail with the 
eternal God, and these too presented be- 
fore Him from year to year without any 
attempt, nay, without any purpose to do 
those things which are more acceptable in 
His sight ! Can prayers for His support 
and blessing possibly be pleasing to Him, 
if the worshipper, in the mean while, 
pursues after earthly things through for- 
bidden ways, as if he no longer believed 
that promise, which hath said, " Seek ye 
" first the kingdom of God and His 
" righteousness, and all these things," 
that is, all necessaries, "shall be added 
" unto you T ,# And how must his praises 
enter into the ears of the Father of all, 
who has a heart little open to a sense of 
his fellow-creatures' distresses, even when 
pity pleads, and misery presents its strong 
claims for relief! Can such blindness as 
this dwell with men, who have been en- 
lightened by revelation, and who, in all 
their offices of public worship, hear that 

* Matt. vi. 33. 
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for* our deeds, not for our words, we shall 
be accepted"? — Or rather (for it is not 
from ignorance they so offend) shall such 
wilful profanation of His honour escape 
the notice of the Almighty,— or do men 
composedly disregard their merited and 
severe retribution? Of this nature was 
Balaam's sin : he multiplied his sacrifices, 
while he continued to pursue designs, 
which he knew to be offensive to Him, 
whom he thus seemed to reverence!— 
But real piety and concealed vice never 
can meet together, or dwell long in the 
same breast ; and whoever attempts so to 
reconcile them, his virtue and obedience 
must finally fall, and his religion is only a 
name. — This Balaam experienced: high 
and just were his sentiments of duty in 
the beginning, strong and repeated were 
his resolutions to adhere faithfully to it 
against all temptations ; yet did he dege- 
nerate at last from all his most sacred 
duties: — desperate, as it were, and de- 
termined not to suffer disappointment in 
his covetous wishes, he did worse than 
curse the people ; he gave to Balak more 
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than Balak himself had devised for the 
destruction of his enemies; — he advised 
him to tempt Israel to commit whoredom 
with the daughters of Moab, to join in 
their sacrifices, and to bow down to their 
God. His counsels were followed; the 
people transgressed ; and for it they were 
visited with a dreadful pestilence. Moab 
was destroyed by the sword of Israel, and 
Balaam himself perished in the slaughter. 

Let the man, then, whosoever he may be, 
that dares to provoke the unequal combat 
with sin, go and make the trial ; but let 
him recollect at the same time that his 
eternal welfare depends upon the issue. 
In either condition, in poverty or wealth, 
equal will be his danger in throwing him- 
self out of the appointments of Providence, 
by impatiently pursuing things which He 
has not bestowed, and by placing his su- 
preme happiness in gratification here. It 
is a mad and endless pursuit. When the 
imagination is once heated, new and fan- 
cied scenes of higher indulgences and 
greater splendor will present themselves, — > 
and new and bolder plans will be formed 
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and executed. In vain the voice of Hea- 
ven is heard ; in vain the awful warnings of 
conscience are felt ; the blinded man will 
still pursue his course, will labour to de- 
vise excuses for what he is doing, and to 
make it even a doubt with himself whether 
he is about to do amiss : but he who de- 
liberates will assuredly be lost.— Of all 
dangers that is the most fearful, which haft 
its source in security, and the opinion of 
our own strength. If we are persuaded 
within ourselves that we are not as other 
men have been, yet, I would ask, is this 
owing altogether to our steadiness of soul 
and unshaken virtue ? May we not rather 
have cause to bless the things and events 
under which we may have often complained ; 
— namely, those obstacles in our lives which 
interrupted our too aspiring attempts, — 
those disappointments which have brought 
us back again to our former humble and 
secure level, — and those heavy sicknesses, 
which disarm temptations, and kill the 
seeds of evil inclinations in the heart? 
By these powerful springs the Great Go- 
vernor of all regulates the movements of 
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us His creatures; by them His mercy 
controls our perverseness, and guides our 
blindness. And when swelled with pros- 
perity we have thrown off our duty toge- 
ther with our discretion, He by these 
timely visitations bids peace to the wild 
uproar within us, and speaks to our tumul- 
tuous passions, " hitherto shall he come, 
" and no farther." 

But it is too much to expect that man 
will be able to maintain a long and success- 
ful warfare against his own heart and in- 
clinations merely by his own strength ; we 
must, therefore, seek for an aid which we 
possess not of ourselves. There is out- 
stretched towards us a hand mighty to 
save, even that Holy Spirit, which Christ 
promised to send down upon all, who 
humbly ask it, and sincerely purpose to 
use it ; and to that let us raise our hopes 
and wishes. Let it be the frequent prayer 
of our lips that our heavenly Father will 
continue, by such ways as seem best to 
Him, to hold us in obedience to His law, 
and resignation to His will, and to pre- 
serve us from all presumptuous reliance on 
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our own righteousness; and then, with 
this powerful aid we may be enabled to 
" keep innocency, and take heed unto 
" the thing that is right;" and we shall 
thus happily find. that." this," and this 
alone, " will bring us peace at the last." 
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2 Samuel xii. 13, 14 

David said unto Nathan, I have sinned against 
the Lord. And Nathan said unto David, 
The Lord also hath put away thy sin ; thou 
shalt not die. 

Howbeit, because by this deed thou hast given 
great occasion to the enemies of the Lord to 
blaspheme, the child also that is born unto 
thee shall surely die. 

IT is no uncommon practice with wicked 
men, who will not resolve to cast off their 
evil ways, to endeavour to quiet their 
hearts by persuading themselves that the 
punishments, which religion denounces 
against sin, do not always happen, or at 
least do not always fall so heavy as they 
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are declared to be. They know, in them- 
selves that many of their misdeeds have 
passed, followed by no. public shame ; and 
why, then, may they not hope it will be so 
to the end $ They then look abroad into 
the world, and discover many examples of 
men pursuing each his own lawless desires, 
while little happens to interrupt or terrify 
them. 

This apparent security of sin, and the 
punishment thereof not always following 
close upon the steps of the guilty, may 
prove the extent of the divine mercy and 
forbearance ; but for any thence to con- 
clude that the eyes of the Lord are not 
over the ways of men, or that His justice 
shall never awake to vengeance, is an act 
of folly and impiety truly astonishing ; and 
the more so, since the Holy Scriptures dis- 
play to us a far different scene of things. 
They shew us, that God invariably visits 
every degree of guilt with such a measure 
of punishment as shall awaken the offender 
to a sense of his ways ; and though that pu- 
nishment may be delayed, still will it fall 
more heavily upon him in the end. — They 

i 
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moreover shew us, that though the offender 
may have sincerely repented of his deeds, 
still that the divine justice sometimes sees 
fit to visit those sins with afflictions here on 
earth, in order to make him an example 
and a warning to others, and to prevent 
the enemies of the Lord from blaspheming 
Him as neglecting to punish guilt. — These 
are awful truths : and in no instance are 
they more strongly displayed, than in the 
transaction which gave occasion to the 
words of my text. In the observations I 
am about to make upon them, let no one 
imagine that David only is concerned 
therein ; for the Almighty, who judged 
and punished him, is our God also, and 
enters into judgment with all according to 
the measure of their deeds. 

The measure of David's crimes was, 
indeed, large ; — he had committed adul- 
tery, attended with aggravated circum- 
stances, even the shedding of innocent 
blood — and after this, remained insensible 
of his crime for the space of nearly a year. 
To awaken him to a sense of his iniquity, 
Nathan was sent to him from the Lord : 
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the awful visit of the Prophet produced 
the desired effect : David's repentance was 
speedy, deep, and sincere. — Then Nathan 
said unto David, " The Lord hath put 
f ' away thy sin, thou shalt not die. How- 
" beit, because by this deed thou hast 
" given great occasion to the enemies of 
" the Lord to blaspheme, the child that is 
" born unto thee shall surely die." This 
punctually came to pass, though David 
besought the Lord for the child's life : and 
the punishment of the King's iniquity 
soon broke out in another form. Evil, 
as the Prophet declared it would, arose to 
him out of his own house, — evil of the 
most afflicting kind to an indulgent father, 
as was David. His daughter was disho- 
noured, — his eldest son murdered by his 
brother, who then raised the sword against 
his father, and drew all the house of Israel 
into a rebellion. And though David sub- 
dued his revolted subjects, yet was his 
victory turned into mourning by the death 
of Absalom, who, though an unnatural, 
was yet a most beloved son. — -Thus did 
David's crimes meet with a heavy, though 

i2 
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late punishment ; — he had perpetrated them 
unseen by men, but the divine vengeance, 
as had been foretold, punished him before 
all Israel, and before the sun. 

How watchful, and strict in His justice, 
is the Ruler of the world ! David, though 
in the other circumstances of his life a 
most virtuous and pious prince, was, ne- 
vertheless, not exempted from punish- 
ment ; — and on what presumption, with 
what hopes do we flatter ourselves that we 
may escape more than he? For man to 
violate in any respect the authority of his 
Maker, — to persist wilfully in defying, or 
despising His commands,— and then to 
suppose that the hour of retribution will 
never arrive, only because it is not yet 
come, is a blindness and a folly, equalled 
by nothing but its impiety : it is little short 
of a positive denial of thai God who sees 
and governs all things. Let, then, the 
man, if any such there be, whose soul is 
tainted with dark and malignant passions, — 
who is loaded with guilt hitherto kept 
secret, or crimes not yet punished, — look 
up with an awful dread to that Power, who, 
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in ancient times, .made, known to, His 
chosen people, in the most tremendous* 
majesty, His future government of them 
and of all mankind — who then proclaimed 
Himself to be the " Lord God, merciful,* 
" abundant in goodness and truth, forgiv- 
" ing iniquity and sin, but One that would 
«bynomeanscIeartheguilty,''*thatis, 5 
obstinate offenders. . 

It is, then, most evident, that whenever 
the punishment he has merited is not im- 
mediately inflicted upon, the sinner, the 
divine mercy . intends, Jthereby to give him 
more time, to open his eyes to a due sense 
of his past deeds, and by a sincere repent- 
ance, to make his peace with his offended 
Maker before the season for amendment 
and forgiveness be passed for. ever. But 
if he shall still presumptously hold fast his 
corruptions, and still weary the grace , of 
God, being thenceforward left to his own. 
desires, the number and the measure of 
his provocations must continually increase, 
till the punishment so long mercifully with-; 

* Exod. xxxiv. 6. 
13 




174 SERMON XII. 

held, will finally fall with a heavier weight 
of woe. 

To slight, or doubt the reality of those 
things which revelation styles the " fruits 
of our own ways," is a proof of folly, or 
of something worse than folly. Daily ex- 
perience shews the truth of them in every 
species of imprudence or wickedness which 
marks the life of man. Consider any one 
who has rendered himself a slave to intem- 
perance : observe his wasted fortunes — his 
ruined health — the sufferings of his chil- 
dren ; — yet do you see but the beginning 
of his sorrows ; for so long as nature can 
endure, and till life itself sinks under the 
burden, his wretchedness will increase, and 
spread more and more. And thus will it 
happen with him, who has made riches his 
God; — and with him who has boldly de- 
rided the Almighty, and persevered to the 
last in obstinate unbelief : they shall " lie 
" down alike in the dust" — they shall at 
last assuredly be filled with the fruit of 
their own deeds. 

Thus, as the text declares, does the 
Almighty publicly punish the sins of men, 
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in order to deter others from walking in 
the same paths. The punishment of David, 
in the death of his child, and still more in 
the great calamity which befel him in his 
family and kingdom, could not but have 
been known to all his people ; and the 
knowledge of them must have filled many 
who had been inclined to wickedness, with 
a timely dread of the divine justice ; and 
the more so, when they found that even 
his deep and bitter sorrow for his sin did 
not procure for him an abatement of the 
calamities denounced by the Prophet Na- 
than. And as the Almighty dealt with 
His servant David, must we not conclude 
that He will in like manner deal with us % 
If we have continued long in sin, our sor- 
row for it, our repentance, and faith in the 
atonement of our Redeemer, may, indeed, 
obtain for us pardon in another life, and 
heal our wounded spirit ; — but still the 
uniform plan of God's dealings must not 
be broken for our ease, — the dregs of that 
cup, which we have so imprudently mixed 
for ourselves, we must certainly drink ; 
and since the contagion of our example. 
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may possibly have corrupted others, and 
led them into sin, it is . most just and fit 
that our afflictions should open their eyes, 
that they may see the mournful fruits of 
iniquity, and so perhaps be the means of 
bringing them to repentance and amend- 
ment. 

And though the sinner be brought to a 
due sense of his past guilt by the suffer- 
ings he endures, still shall the evil of his 
ways pursue him even after his repentance. 
Though they have renounced their former 
wicked courses, still shall the intemperate 
suffer in their ruined health ; — though the 
oppressor and extortioner may have made 
restitution to the injured, still shall they 
meet the hatred of the world, and hear its 
loud reproaches. Though these may. have 
obtained the pardon of their iniquities by 
their unfeigned repentance and faith in 
their Saviour, still must they look beyond 
the grave to find peace to their soul. For 
thus hath God ordained, in order to mani- 
fest His justice to all flesh, and that the 
enemies of the Lord may not blaspheme : 
and no one, who is sincerely grieved for 
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his past offences, will repine when suffering 
under this wise and just, though painful, 
appointment of Heaven. For impatience 
is the very worst proof of repentance : 
and wide indeed is the difference between 
him who sorrows. for the present dis- 
tresses to which he is reduced by his past 
sins, and him who is humbled with the 
sense of having offended a holy and just 
God. This latter only is that godly sor-, 
sow, which, the Apostle declares, " worketh 
" repentance unto salvation ;"* — this only, 
is that " broken and contrite spirit, which 
" God will not despise."+ 

What I have hitherto laid before you> 
contains this important lesson, — a lesson 
which should forcibly strike every one who 
is inclined to enter upon the beginnings of 
sin,— that we beware how we presump-, 
tuously go beyond the known line of our 
duty : for we should consider, that the. 
divine justice will infallibly raise up evil 
to every sinner from his own deeds, — that 
the evil will increase with his years, — and 

* 2 Cor. vii. 10. f Psalms Ji - 17 - 
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that even repentance will not always avert 
the accomplishment of it. 

But let us not stop here ; nor shut our 
eyes to a far more awful consideration, — 
to the thought of what the Almighty may 
yet have in reserve as a portion for impe- 
nitent sinners, when the things of this 
world shall be no longer of any concern to 
man, and when the world itself shall be 
no more. 

We are informed by revelation, that in 
a future state the Almighty will " repay 
" them that hate Him to their face, to 
" destroy them ;" and many are the de- 
clarations to this effect both in the Old and 
New Testament. Still there are, it is to 
be feared, too many, who, conscious of 
secret guilt, are unwilling to be reminded 
of this awful truth, that God will visit sins 
in another life, after all they may have 
suffered in this : and what may appear yet 
more strange, from the very perfections of 
the Deity, and from His holy word, will 
such men strive to deaden in their minds 
a sense of His watchful justice. His 
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mercy, — the mercy and goodness of God 
over all His creatures, — they make their 
constant theme, and their flattering sup- 
port . Man, they truly plead, is frail in 
his nature, beset with corruptions within, 
and without, and his very crimes here are 
of no long continuance, and are soon 
buried with him in the grave. Yet, 
favourable as these considerations may be, 
and doubtless are, in behalf of those who 
sincerely repent and seek for pardon from 
heaven ; in the mouth of those who will 
continue to hold fast their corruptions, — 
who never seriously design to cast them 
off, — these pleas fall but very little short of 
blasphemy and rebellion against Him who 
reads their hearts, and who hath said, 
" vengeance belongeth unto me, I will 
44 repay, saith the Lord."* The Scrip- 
tures, indeed, repeatedly proclaim Him to 
be the " Lord God, merciful and gracious" 
to the humble contrite offender : but to 
unpenitent and obstinate guilt, they lay 
open a scene of things to come — a scene 
of divine judgment and justice, which may 

* Rom. xii. 19. 
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well make the thoughtful sinner tremble. 
44 If we sin wilfully," says the Apostle, 
" there now remaineth only a certain 
44 fearful looking for of judgment and fiery 
44 indignation," which will inevitably be 
exercised towards " those who have trodden 
44 under foot the Son of God, and done 
" despite unto the Spirit of Grace/'* — 
44 The day shall come," said our Lord, 
" when all that are in their graves shall 
" hear the voice of the Son of Man, and 
" shall come forth."f " And He shall sit 
44 upon the throne of His glory, and before 
44 Him shall be gathered all nations," J 
" and they that have done good shall go 
" into life everlasting, and they that have 
44 done evil into everlasting fire." With 
the most tremendous images that human 
language is capable of conveying, is that 
day described to us in revelation, when the 
44 Lord Himself shall descend from heaven 
44 with the voice of the Archangel, and 
44 with the trigxip of God,"§ and with 
44 all His mighty Angels, taking vengeance 

* Hebrews x. 27, 29. f John v * 2 s - 
J Matt. xxv. 31. § 1 Thess. iv. 16. 
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" on them that obey not the Gospel of our 
" Lord Jesus Christ, who shall be punished 
"with everlasting destruction from the 
64 presence of the Lord."* 

And are not these terrors of a day of judg- : 
ment sufficiently strong to make obstinate 
sinners look forward to a heavy retribution ? 
The very work of our redemptionj-^-all 
the sufferings and the death of our Saviour* 
and Redeemer, — may teach us, that God's 
purpose to maintain the authority of His 
holy laws is unalterable, — that His hatred 
of sin is inflexible, — and that therefore His 
justice will certainly be manifested hereafter 
in the most signal manner. When no less 
an atonement and satisfaction for sin could 
be accepted by the Almighty, than the 
sufferings and death of His Son, what, . we 
may justly ask, is that wilful blindness, 1 
that perverse obstinacy, which does not see,' 
that He is indeed strict to mark what is 1 
done amiss, and to avenge it % What is 
that folly, which, knowing that we shall 
continue forever, and that there will be 
no end to the rewards of those who love 
God, will yet endeavour to persuade itself 

* 2 Thess, i. 8, 9. 
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that our disobedience and ingratitude to 
our Creator, through a whole life of sin, 
will meet with no punishment beyond this 
short and transient state of being % What 
is that ignorance of religion, which can 
presume to raise a hope of the divine 
pardon of sins unrepented of, because 
Christ hath suffered for the sins of the 
world % He died, indeed, for sinners, but it 
was for repentant sinners ; not for those who 
dare to continue ungodly and disobedient. 
" Say not, then," says the pious Son of 
Sirach, " say not who shall controul me 
" for my works % for the Lord will surely 
" avenge thy pride. Say not, I have 
" sinned, and what harm hath happened 
" unto me? for the Lord is indeed long* 
suffering, but He will in nowise let thee 
go. Fear to add sin unto sin ; and say 
" not, His mercy is great, He will be 
" pacified for the multitude of my sins : 
" for both mercy and wrath come from 
" Him, and His indignation resteth upon 
" sinners. Make, therefore, no tarrying 
" to turn unto the Lord, and put not off 
44 from day to day."* 

*. Ecclus. v. 3, &c. 
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The wisdom of these precepts, and the 
fearful effects of delaying our good pur- 
poses to a more convenient season, — of 
waiting for some more willing hour, — of 
.resolving to shut our eyes a little longer 
against the knowledge of our ways, — are 
confirmed by numerous examples in the 
sacred writings; but by none, perhaps, 
more forcibly than by the example of 
David, which we have been considering. 

But should God, in His mercy, interpose 
in any extraordinary manner to awaken 
the sinner from iris security, (however 
awful such a visitation might be, and that 
it would be, indeed, most awful, we may 
rest fidly assured,) yet far, far more dreadful 
is the condition of that sinner, who shall 
live on here to the end undisturbed and 
secure. He lives in seeming prosperity, 
and appears to die unpunished ; — but he 
departs hence only to be made hereafter 
the more signal object of the divine justice 
and vengeance, in the presence of the 
assembled world, and of the holy Angels 
of God. 



SERMON XIII. 



2 Samuel xxiv. 24. 

The King said unto Araunah, Nay : but J will 
surely buy it of thee at a price: neither 
will I offer burnt-offerings unto the Lord 
my God of that which d$th cost me nothing. 

1 HOUGH mankind in general are ever 
forward to assert and to maintain, that the 
sentiments and actions of other men, how- 
ever distinguished they may be in character, 
lay no obligation on others to think and act 
in like manner ; yet when we observe the 
conduct of any of confessed wisdom and 
virtue, some respect is justly due to their 
judgment: and discretion will surely prompt 
us to examine into the motives of their 
behaviour on any particular occasion, in 
order that it may be in some degree a 
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guide to us under similar circumstances. 
This, we must acknowledge, is the proper 
use of all history, whether sacred or pro- 
fane : and this manner, though we cannot 
certainly adopt indiscriminately all the 
actions of David, yet his sentiments, ex- 
pressed in the text, may.be made of no 
small use to us, to guard us against one 
very common, and that a gross, abuse in 
the service of our Maker. 

The sacred history informs us in the 
chapter you have heard read this day, that 
David having brought upon his kingdom 
a pestilence of three days, by numbering 
the people, was, upon his repentance, 
directed by a Prophet to go and rear an 
altar to the Lord on the threshing floor of 
Araunah the Jebusite. The King, wishing 
to purchase it for that purpose, the Jebusite 
bade him take what seemed good to him, 
his oxen for the burnt-sacrifice, and his 
threshing instruments for wood. " All 
" these things," adds the sacred historian, 
44 did Araunah, as a king, give unto the 
44 King." The frankness and generosity 
of Araunah deserved the praise which seems 
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to be implied in these words : and the 
King's reply, in the words of the text, 
deserves equal commendation. For not to 
mention, that it ill became him to profit 
himself at the expence of one who was his 
subject, however wealthy the Jebusite 
might be ; such a proceeding would have 
been more blameable from the peculiar 
circumstances attending it. When he was 
about to obtain so great a deliverance in 
consequence of the intended sacrifice, at 
such a time to have spared of his own, and 
to have offered of that which was another 
man's, would have appeared to shew but 
little sense of the value of that great 
mercy ; or, rather it would have shewn a 
willingness to obey the divine command 
on the lowest and most easy terms. And 
such, indeed, appear to have been his own 
thoughts on the subject, when he says, 
" neither will I offer burnt-offerings unto 
" the Lord my God of that which doth 
" cost me nothing." Being restrained by 
the Prophet to an altar on the threshing- 
floor of Araunah, he first bought the place 
at its due price, and so added what value 
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he could to this act of obedience and 
acknowledgment. 

From the conduct of David throughout 
this transaction, we may collect the follow- 
ing rules for our own : — That whatever 
services we profess to perform in honour 
of our Maker, they should be shewn in 
things which are of real and great import- 
ance: — That in whatever particular acts 
men's offerings to their Maker consist, 
those offerings should be made of such 
things as are of the highest value in their 
own sight : — And that to sacrifice to Him, 
in testimony of obedience, such things 
only as it costs us nothing to resign, 
carries with it little merit ; and, we may 
add, is hardly entitled to acceptance from 
Him. — These truths are easily deducible 
from the sentiments of this wise and good 
Prince ; and they claim our attention the 
more, as the whole system of the sacrifices 
and ceremonies, which God laid on His 
chosen people, was plainly intended to 
teach and promote these important senti- 
ments. 
When the Almighty first revealed to tlr 
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Jewish people collectively the way to serve 
Him in an acceptable manner, together 
with the moral Law He enjoined certain 
sacrifices, as atonements for sin, or as 
testimonials of gratitude ; and even as to 
the kind and quality of the things thus 
sacrificed, the Divine Wisdom condescended 
to declare His will. Thus it was required 
by the Law of Moses, that the people 
should offer unto the Lord always some- 
thing that was valuable to them, and 
something that they would not have parted 
with except in obedience to that will. The , 
sacrifices consisted of their cattle, and of 
the fruits of the ground. In the former 
they were expressly commanded to offer 
the firstlings of their flocks and herds, and 
the fattest of all they had : in the latter, 
they presented the first fruits of the ground, 
the earliest, and, therefore, usually the 
richest and best part of the whole produce : 
and both these sacrifices were often accom- 
panied with frankincense, oil, and wine. 
Now, we cannot conceive, that these 
sacrifices were demanded by the Almighty 
chiefly from their own value. " Thinkest 
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44 thou," said He by the Psalmist, " that I 
44 will eat bull's flesh, or drink the blood of 
" goats 1 All the beasts of the forest are 
44 mine, and so are the cattle upon a 
44 thousand hills."* To suppose this, 
would be to derogate from the honour of 
God, and to elevate Him but little above 
the sordid mind of man. But they were 
demanded principally for this reason, — to 
incline and accustom that stiff-necked and 
narrow-minded people to serve the Lord 
their God without reserve, and to the best 
of their ability ; and to lead them farther 
to consider, that they had nothing too dear 
to part with in proof of their sense of God's 
mercies and of their own un worthiness. 

Cheerfully to sacrifice the very choice 
of their substance seems to prove a real 
piety in the worshippers, as far at least as 
. that can be considered as a proof : or how- 
ever that may be, we should hold it to have 
been an unquestionable mark of a mind 
void of religion in any Israelite, who should 
have reserved for his own private use what 
God had demanded for His proper ser- 

* Psalms 1. 10, 13. 
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vice ; and who should have paid his tri- 
bute of obedience to Him wholly in those 
things which he himself held in little es- 
teem. For this reason it was that the 
Law of Moses respecting the sacrifices 
further commanded, " If in thy burnt offer- 
" ings there be any blemish, if it be lame 
" or blind, or have any ill blemish, thou 
" shalt not sacrifice it unto the Lord 
" thy God : it is an abomination."* The 
animal in itself could not be hateful to Him 
for its blemishes, since all creatures are 
alike the work of His hands, — equally the 
objects of His care ; and their very 
blemishes are sent, or permitted by His 
Providence : lame and blind beasts, 
therefore, were declared an abomination 
in sacrifice altogether on account of the 
worshippers ; — to preserve them from con- 
ceptions and practices inconsistent with 
true piety. For had men been permitted 
to offer what they held in no esteem, sel- 
fishness and avarice might by degrees have 
crept into their acts of worship, and the? 
vile and the refuse would have been 

* Deut. xv. 21. 
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thought sufficient for that use. Now from 
their constant practice mankind in general 
form their thoughts. From offering mean 
things only in acknowledgement of God's 
goodness, they would accustom themselves 
to think but lightly of that goodness, and 
of their obligation to acknowledge it ; they 
would in time rest in the most superficial 
service ; they would deem the most rea- 
sonable things burthensome ; and, at last, 
every thing, which required any self-de- 
nial in their duty, would be magnified into 
a justifiable excuse for the breach of the 
duty itself. 

Nor are these considerations to be con- 
fined to the Hebrew nation, and their cere- 
monial Law. We also, who are (Son- 
strained, no less than they were, to observe 
the moral Law, and are delivered only 
from the obligation, of institutions, neces- 
sary perhaps for them, but of no intrinsic 
worth in themselves; — we are doubtless 
bound to adopt these same rules in our 
duty : and in every part of our worship we 
must measure our conduct by the same 
rule as we would the Jews of old. 
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Now the external parts of religion are 
easy to be performed : the things, which 
are enjoined to assist. us in the growth of 
virtue and holiness many axe ready to sub- 
mit, to with great strictness aud punctua- 
* lity ; — and this they call religion : They 
are willing to offer unto the Lord their 
God of that which costs them nothing. 
Devotion is but too often esteemed a sub- 
stitute for holiness, and practised in the 
room of far weightier duties. It is no 
painful task to make frequent supplications 
to the Deity, — to observe times and sea- 
sons, — and amidst the busy cares of life 
still to remember the homage due to the 
Author of our being and the Giver of all 
our blessings. There is in all this so much 
the appearance, at least, of piety, that it 
may easily impose upon . weak * minds, or 
those who try to deceive themselves. The 
Pharisees, we : know, prayed often, and 
used long prayers; and that with so reli- 
gious a punctuality, that, we are told, 
whenever the appointed hours of public 
worship surprised them in the midst of 
any occupations, they would immediately 
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stop to pray even standing in the corners 
of the streets. But how little true value 
there was in such services, we may gather 
from the repeated declarations of our Lord 
when He condemned the many supersti- 
tious, nay wicked, practices, which dis- 
graced the rest of their conduct. — We 
cannot, then, err in our judgment of those 
men, whose devotion, however strict and 
frequent it may be, produces not one amic- 
able virtue of the heart; — whose daily 
thanksgivings to God for His mercies 
soften them not into kindness for their 
fellow-creatures; — who return from the 
confession of their own manifold sins and 
infirmities, to judge uncharitably of their 
neighbours, to scrutinize into faults, and to 
disturb the peace and happiness of whole 
families. Will that God, do you suppose, 
who of old refused the sacrifices of ble- 
mished, blind, and lame beasts, only from 
the irreverence towards Him implied in 
such offerings, — will He hear the prayers 
of those lips which are daily exercised in 
the open outrage of all the humane and 
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merciful commandments of His Gofepel? 
He certainly will not. On those* whose 
conduct is not amended by their devotioos, 
this severe, yet just, censure must inevit- 
ably fall, that they are in the number of 
those who " honour God with their lips* 
" whilst their hearts are far from Him." 

There is another description of men* 
with grief we must acknowledge it, wfco 
openly neglect every kind of religions ser- 
vice, and y6t iatter theAiselves that they 
conscientiously perft«rm their duty to God 
by other acts equally afcctfpt&bte,— *by alms 
to the poor, by freely giving of tkefr 
Abundance to those that ask of them. — 
When these deeds of mercy flow from a 
desire to please Him toho redds all the 
heart of man, they never fail fo make a 
part of the character Gf a true Christian. 
But when thfe whole ends, is it is but too 
frequently seen to do, in the mere lavish- 
ness of an easy disposition, in fashion, or 
iii vain ostentation, there cannot be the 
least shadow of merit in it, much less can 
ft cdmpensitfe for the want of otter more 
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valuable services* For there is not a- 
mongst men that ignoble dependence on 
wealth in every case, which those men 
evidently suppose. Much greater and 
more valuable acts of goodness and com- 
passion are performed by those who never 
possessed riches. In many of the most 
trying calamities of life, which demand the 
utmost consolation and support, riches-are 
of.no avail, — they are but dross, as utterly 
undesirable as the earth from whence they 
came- What, then, is that charity which 
can boast of its bounties, and will yet 
shrink from the scene of distress ; — whose 
voice was never heard to soothe the aching 
heart ; — and whose labours were never 
exerted to relieve suffering virtue ? Nay 
more, even in> the relief which t affluence 
can bestow, if it be given in a spirit* of 
pride, it must ever fail to purchase the 
esteem even of those who profit by its 
relief. Poor, indeed, then, must that 
merit be in the sight of the Almighty! 
" Thy njoney perish with thee," said the 
Apostle with virtuous disdain in a sijmlar 
case, " thy mpney perish with thee, be- 

k2 
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44 cause thou hast thought that the gift of 
God may be purchased with money.'** 
The Almighty has a claim upon us for far 
more exalted services. We are com- 
manded and are bound to honour Him 
with all our strength and with all our soul ; 
and can anything more, then, remain in 
our hands to offer to Him as a peace-offer- 
ing for the wilful neglect of any part of 
our duty towards Him % There certainly 
cannot: and least of all is that man's 
offering worthy of His acceptance, whose 
pride is his wealth, and whose heart nei- 
ther serves God, nor loves man. 

What, then, is the result of all % — It is 
briefly this — Not that fasting, or prayer, or 
alms, are things of no moment in a Chris- 
tian's life, but that they are only means 
and aids to real piety and virtue : and no 
wise man surely would stop at them in the 
very beginning of his religious course. In 
the sight of the Almighty, nothing is done 
while we leave anything of His declared 
will unperformed, without the most earnest 
efforts to perform it ; and while we aspire 

* Actsviii.20. 
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not beyond the esteem and love of the 
world to that purity and goodness, which 
the eye of heaven alone sees and approves. 
The difficulties in the way of real virtue 
should act as an incentive to our exertions : 
they are the test of our sincerity, and they 
stamp the value of our obedience. In 
subduing one confirmed habit we shall 
learn and feel our strength, and then every 
future victory will be more easy and cer- 
tain. Or if at intervals nature should 
prove too strong for our good resolutions, 
yet our gracious Maker will view our per- 
severing efforts well pleased, and reward 
us in proportion to that which we intended 
to do. 

The Prince, whose conduct has fur- 
nished us with the reflections of this day, 
experienced the extent of this recom- 
mence from heaven in a wonderful manner. 
Throughout a long life he obtained many 
signal instances of divine favour, deliver* 
ance from fearful dangers, and pardon for 
sins of the deepest dye. The like re- 
wards for the same sincerity of piety 

k3 
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may we also expect : vre are warranted to 
look for eveiy blessing, which is proper 
for us here ; and further in a fature state 
a happiness, which shall be without mea- 
sure and without end. ' 
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1 Kings xxi. 4. 

Ahab came into his house heavy* and displeased, 
haccmse of the vwrd which Nv&#ih 9 tht 
Jettre&to had spoken fo him* for he had, 
faitt / mill not give thee the. inheritance of 

. my fathers. Jind he fold him down upon 

his bed, ayd turned, away his face, and, 
would eat no bread. 

ALL Scripture* we ate a^sur©4 was >vrifc| 
ten for. wr instruction i—?not only tjiose 
parts which cantata t|# laws pf qw 4ttty» 
but those afeo which display the conduct of 
men of oW, rod set before us the PQjpser 
qw»c# ^suiting f«>m it, And it W 
reasonable to believe that the event* therein 
recorded, not only those of $ public n^tyre, 
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and which concerned nations at large, but 
also those of a private and domestic nature, 
were written for the admonition of suc- 
ceeding generations ; that men might either 
be incited to virtue by following those good 
examples which, in the sacred writings, 
are set before them ; or be deterred from 
vice by the consideration of the evil 
consequences which are found to be the 
almost constant attendants upon wicked 
courses. 

m 

Of this private nature was the transac- 
tion related in the chapter whence I have 
chosen my text : for, though Ahab was-of 
the highest rank in society,— though his 
iniquity far exceeded what most fnen have 
the power of committing ; still the passions 
which governed him are in nowise peculiar 
to him or to his station : in whatever breast 
they are indulged, their powers are the 
same, and they will lead their unhappy 
victim through the same train of folly and 
wickedness, so far at least as opportunities 
of indulging them may be afforded him, 
into as heavy a punishment. 

The divine law, with equal wisdom and 
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mercy to us, has taught us to flee carefully 
from the first temptations to sin ; and all 
the examples to this effect, which we meet 
with, toad to prove, that there is generally 
a train of circumstances in the actions of 
men, which betrays the heedless and pre- 
sumptuous sinner, by insensible degrees, 
into enormous guilt, from beginnings so 
, small and so insignificant asalmost to escape 
observation. Thus, if we examine into 
the original cause of all the sins of Ahab 
recorded in the chapter before us, we shall 
find, that it was only to get possession of a 
vineyard,— only to make himself " a gar- 
" den of herbs" near his own house, that 
Ahab at last brought upon himself destruc- 
tion ; that all his posterity were cut off by 
the divine appointment ; and that infamy 
has been affixed to his name even to the 
latest times. 

« 

There are many particulars in the sacred 
history which are sufficient to convince us 
that this Prince enjoyed riches and pros- 
perity in a far greater degree than any of 
his predecessors on the throne of Israel. 
How, then, could it be thought, that the 

k4 
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inheritance of one of his subjects shouH 
be a matter of any importance to his 
content and peace '1 — that thfe disappoint- 
ment in not obtaining that inheritance 
could spoil 1 his enjdyment df all the greater 
goods he then possessed 1— that he should 
" lay himself down upon his bed, and turn 
" away his face, and eat no bread V 9 
"We know, indeed, that things, on which 
we have set our desires, are usually sought 
after by us with so much the greater 
earnestness, as they appear to be farther 
from out* reach : and, it is possible, that 
Allah's kingly pride was deeply wounded 
by the supposed indignity of a refusal, — 
of a refusal the more galling, as it was 
supported by Naboth's unexpected firm- 
ness. Still this transaction must be viewed 
by most men as an instance of extreme 
weakness. So to aggravate a trifle, — to 
feel for so trifling a cause a dejection of 
spirit <fcte only to real distress, — and much 
/more to sacrifice to it even the strongest 
dictates of humanity and justice, is indeed 
the height of folly. 
But is not this conduct of Ahab equalled 



by that of all those wh<? languish after 
greater abundance; — by those whose 
desire of plenty prompts them not to any 
conduct deserving of it,*— lead? them 
not into any labours beneficial tq sq-? 
Qiety, and reputable to themselves ; but 
vents itself in envious discontent against 
those who are esteemed more fortunate, 
and in peevish complainings .of the partial 
hand of Providence. Wealth, from the 
very nature of the .thing, cannot be the 
portion of all, or even of the greater part 
of mankind. Is it not, thai, the extreme 
of folly to pine away in restless .wishes 
after that which, in all probability, .we .are 
never likely to ^attain? /Would it not be 
jnore becoming to us, as men . and «as 
Christians, to .endeavour to be happy 
^without it, if we are not possessed of it ? 
It is certain that industry and frugality are 
able to provide amply for all; for the 
necessaries of life are easily secured : but 
to think scorn of moderate comforts, $nd 
targfoe way to impatient desires after the 
pomps arid elegancies of life, is to open to 
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ourselves a source of constant and endless 
disquiet* 

Such is the folly of this conduct ; the 
wickedness to which it may lead is perhaps 
still greater. When men yield themselves 
up to ungovernable passions, impiously 
throw off all fear of God, and despise the 
knowledge of His laws, they are justly 
punished by His permitting them to prosper 
in their dark and evil designs. The 
boundaries of vice are almost impercep* 
tible J and, when encouragement is given 
to the irresolute mind, the transition from 
the conception of vice to the actual com- 
mission of it, is easy and sudden. Such 
encouragement Ahab found in his wife 
Jezebel. Of a subtle and daring spirit* 
she at once inflamed his passions, and 
presented him with the ready means of 
gratifying them. She said unto him, 
" Dost thou now govern the kingdom of 
"Israeli Arise and eat bread ; I will 
" give thee the vineyard of Naboth the 
" Jezreelite." The means she employed 
you have this day heard : Naboth was 
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stoned as a blasphemer, — his son were 
involved in the same destruction, — and 
Ahab then rose up, and took possession of 
the inheritance. 

There is nothing in this scene of wick- 
edness, however dreadful, altogether with- 
out imitation. Every man, whatever his 
condition in life, who has given up his 
heart to an ardent desire of that which is 
above his reach, or which he cannot obtain 
by lawful means, will soon find in his own 
bosom an evil counsellor to embolden him 
to any means of violence or fraud which 
may promise him the attainment of his 
wishes. Nor should we look among the 
mighty on the earth only for examples of 
this kind : even in persons of that condi* 
tion, in which guilt like this might be 
thought least likely to be known, they may 
frequently be found. " A poor man, that 
u oppresseth the poor, is like a sweeping 
** rain, which leaveth no food,"* says 
Solomon, using a comparison almost too 
faint for the widkedijess which it represents* 
For that such should practise dishonesty 

* Proverbs xxviit 3# 
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on each other ;— that such should* be able 
to enjoy a gratification wrested from their 
poorer brethren,— what language is strong 
enough for such deeds ? .Let those who 
are guilty of them, if any such there be, 
know, that their own poverty forms no 
excuse or justification for their unfeeling 
hearts. Let them, after such deeds, com,* 
plain, if they can, of the injurious treatment 
of other men ; but let them not presume to 
repine at Providende for not bestowing, on 
them greater power; since, even as to that 
little with which they are .entrusted, they 
act most ungratefully, inasmuch as they 
abuse it, as far as they are able,, to the 
injury of others : and what did Ajiab 
morel 

True it is, men's oppressions of . one 
another do not always extend to the taking 
away, of their lives, — to the actual shedding 
of blood. But in cases where the selfish 
and rapacious mind is unhappily armed 
with power and igfluence, the iniquity is 
oftentimes fully equal, and the fatal eon- 
sequences perhaps not less dreadful.*-* 
Jezebel accomplished her plan for the 
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extirpation of an innocent family, tinder 

colour of the laws of their religion and 

state, and the king gladly seized the 

inheritance, secure from discovery of the 

iniquity, and fearless of retribution. And 

where the same assurance of secrecy and 

impunity has emboldened hearts like his 

to pursue their purposes to the utmost of 

their power, scenes of wickedness and 

deeds of guilt have sometimes been brought 

to light, which had been kept secret for 

a long series of years, and which the 

perpetrators of them had perhaps flattered 

themselves should have been buried far 

ever in oblivion. 

Hie punishment inflicted upon Ahab is 
a conspicuous proof of the divine attention 
to the actions of men ;-^that the Judge of 
all the Earth does indeed take upon Himself 
the avenging xrf those crimes which escape 
the knowledge, or defy the power of human 
justice. Dreadful •»» the sentence* ? Wr 
nounced for the death of Naboth&nd Jqs 
sons. " In the place where dogs licked 
: " the blood of Nabetii, shall dogs lick thy 
>'* blood, even thine, I will bring evil 
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u upon thee, and take away thy posterity. 
" Him, that <Ueth of Ahab in the city, 
" the dogs shall eat ; and him that dieth in 
" the field, the fowls of the air shall eat/' 
No part of these words of Ely ah fell to the 
ground. By Jehu's order, seventy children 
of Ahab were cut off at once ; and the 
dead body of his son Jehoram was cast 
out to the fowls of the air iu the very 
portion of Jezreel. Warned by so exact 
and severe a retribution of guilt* though 
screened by subtilty and supported by 
royal power, who can believe that the 
Almighty will not ever be the same in all 
His judgments ? If the faithful monitor 
within our bosoms, true as the Prophet's 
voice, tell us that we have in any measure 
approached to this wickedness, do we 
expect the most just God will for us break 
His own eternal law ? Shall He not repay 
us, in His own time, according to that 
measure ? Foolish and presumptuous is 
that man who endeavours to blind himself 
to the knowledge of his own wickedness, 
and to the sense of his impending danger : 
for the years are insensibly passing on, 
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which will raise up the appointed instru- 
ment in the hand of Providence for the 
punishment of him and his posterity. 

Let us, then, be wise in time; and if, in 
the day of our power and in the pride of 
prosperity, we have done anything with 
insolence, rigour, or injustice) let us hasten 
to remove from the unprotected heads of 
those dear to us, a future retribution.. Of 
the benefit which unfeigned sorrow for 
our past misconduct can bestow, Ahab 
himself is an example, who, humbling 
himself before God, obtained a remission 
of a part of the heavy sentence. " Seest 
" thou," said the Lord to Elijah, " how 
" Ahab humbleth himself before me } 
" Because he humbleth himself, before 
" me, I will not bring the evil in his days; 
" but in his son's days will I bring the 
" evil upon his house. ' ' But what will be 
the certain fruits of foolish pride and 
stubborn impenitence, we see in Jezebel, 
who lived to behold the ruin of her whole 
house, and then perished by the dreadful 
fate which had been denounced against 
her. 
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- The facts we have b$en considering are 
Indeed a display of. the deepest wickedness: 
but we shall have profited httle from t«hp 
consideration of them, if we conceive, that 
this example is not at all applicable to 
'ourselves. For every pursuit* which is 
begun in folly and carried on with vice, 
leads to the same paths in which Ahab 
trod. He who places his happiness in cer- 
tain advantages which are not attainable 
by ihe ordinary means of activity and 
prudence, and foolishly gives way to. the 
delusions of a heatjed imagination in 
estimating their importance ; -t- whoever 
acts thus has undermined his resolution 
and virtue : he is multiplying his tempta- 
tions, and arming his passions against 
his own peace. All discontent with pur 
present condition, duties, and enjoyments, 
is more than ingratitude to Heaven ;—rit is 
nothing less than directly to arraign the 
impartiality of the Almighty in the 
government of mankind ;~it is to cafl 
the " way of the Lord not equal ;'V-to 
renounce all assistance from above in the 
guidance of our lives. — Thus destitute, 
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. » . . . 
then, of the divine Grace, — betraying 

ourselves, — and invited by a corrupt 
warld,~nothing will be able to stop us in 
the sinful career, unless it may please the 
Supreme Wisdom and Mercy to frustrate 
our evil purposes, and not leave us a prey 
to those corroding discontents whidfc we 
have foolishly created for ourselves* 

Let us, therefore, resolve to be wise 
while we may ; and not, by indiscreetly 
'grasping at more, lose the happiness 
already in our hands. The : All- wfee Creator 
HimseKJ— He whose loving mercy ig 
displayed alike towards all His creatures, 
— placed each one of us in our several 
stations. He hath bestowed upon the 
lowliest of His servants many comforts>~r 
many blessings ; the rich and great have 
their share of trouble, and are by no means 
so extremely happy as they appear in our 
eyes. Why, then, should we not be con- 
tented with life, and cheerfully and thank- 
fully accept that measure of good here 
which Providence has seen fitting for us % 
If we are, indeed, of a nobler nature than 
the brute beast, which is content to receive 
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all its happiness on this earth ; — if we 
believe ourselves entitled to better hopes* 
and created for an exalted existence yet to 
come ; let us carry forward our views tp 
that our inheritance, and by the virtues of 
our several stations render ourselves, in 
some measure, deserving of those great, 
unknown, and unspeakable rewards which 
the Almighty hath in reserve for us if we 
faithfully obey Hun. — The commencement 
of those rewards is not far off to every 
one of us ; for pass but a few years, nay, 
perhaps, a few days ; — pass but the short 
moments of death; — and every good 
Christian shall then find himself in a 
glorious state of being, where uninterrupted 
peace and joy shall reign for evermore, 



SERMON XV. 



2 Kings v. 13. 

And his servants came near, and spake unto 
him, and said, My Father, if the Prophet 
had bid thee do some great thing, wouldest 
thou not have done it f How much rather, 
then, when he saith to thee, Wash, and be 
clean. 

NAAMAN, the Syrian, to whom these 
words were addressed, is known to us 
only by the account we have of his cure 
from the leprosy ; we have therefore few 
particulars from which we may collect his 
character. Yet in reading this single 
transaction, there are few who must not 
feel themselves prejudiced in his favour, 
as a man with some blemishes indeed, but 
otherwise of a good understanding and a 
worthy heart In one circumstance, how- 
aver, he was led to act in a manner unbe- 
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coming this character. He had sufficient 
reliance on the Prophet of the God of 
Israel to expect from him the cure of a 
distemper, which, in those countries in 
particular, was deemed hardly within the 
power of cure :- --but because, when he 
came with his horses and his chariots, the 
Prophet appeared to receive him with less 
respect than he had looked for, and only 
sent a servant to bid him " go and wash 
"in Jordan and be clean,'* Naaman's 
haughty spirit revolted : ".he turned and 
" went away in a rage," indignantly de- 
manding, " Are not Abana and Pharpar, 
" rivers of Damascus, better than all die 
" waters of Israeli May I not wash in 
" them, and be clean V 9 It was at that 
juncture his servants accosted him in the 
persuasive words of the text — " My Fa- 
' c ther, if the Prophet had bid thee do some 
"great thing, wouldest thou not have 
" done it % How much rather, then, when 
" he saith to thee, Wash and be clean/' 
His good sense immediately brought him 
to a due recollection ;— he punctually 
obeyed the orders of the Prophet,, was 
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cured of his leprosy, and the remainder of 
his story contains only bis lively gratitude 
to the Prophet Elisha, and his piety to* 
wards the true God, who had so mercifully 
made him whole. — The former part of his 
behaviour, which undoubtedly was de- 
serving of great blame, is more than 
equalled by many at this time : and that 
we may be disposed to imitate his latter 
conduct, — his recollection of himself, and 
his ready obedience afterwards* — let us 
consider both parts of his conduct* and 
endeavour to make a .proper application 
of theta to ourselves. 

First, then, in comparing his miscon- 
duct with ours, we cannot but perceive 
» that we-are in many things far more guilty 
than was Naaman. He refused, indeed, 
4o follow the directions of Elisha the Pro- 
phet ; but we are disobedient to the Son 
of God Himself. He had at stake only his 
Recovery from* the leprosy; — we, by our 
perverseness in following our own corrupt 
wills, hazard our everlasting salvation. — 
He was misled by a spirit of pride and dis- 
dain; — we too frequently betray a dis- 
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position far worse, an utter want of all 
willingness to accept the offered mercy of 
God towards our salvation. — Let not this 
be thought too severe: our actions de- 
clare it, though our lips pronounce it not 
Easy as were the commands laid on Naa- 
man, when it was said to him, " Wash 
" and be clean ;" no less reasonable and 
mild are those divine commandments con- 
cerning which Christ pronounced, " These 
*' do and thou shalt live." There is no- 
thing in them austere: all the natural 
propensities of the heart, which we can 
indulge with innocence, He hath left us 
free to follow. " Whatsoever things are 
" pure, whatsoever things are lovely, 
" whatsoever things are of good report,"* 
these are among the principal duties of the 
Christian ; these are the virtues, which the 
Gospel requires of us, and purposes to 
raise in our hearts. 

Some degree of plenty, and power, and 
pleasure, is the wish of every human 
breast ; and we at least are not ordered to 
go and sell all that we have in order to 

* Philip, iv. 8. 
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be received by our Lord among His 
worthy disciples. But when any will 
pursue their wishes to excess, regardless 
of their own peace, or the welfare of others, 
then, and not till then, does religion in- 
terpose to control man's desires. When 
men will shut their eyes to the plainest 
facts, will persuade themselves that deeds 
of intemperance, or dishonesty, or cruelty, 
may be a present good, — then does reve- 
lation set before them the .certain fruits of 
those deeds, and warn the sinner to save 
himself by a timely repentance from ap- 
proaching woes, from destruction, and 
everlasting death. — Whether, and how 
far, in these circumstances, religion is 
man's best friend, let the bed of sickness 
and the hour of death testify. At that 
awful period it no longer appears an 
austere command, that we lead our lives 
according to the pure laws of God ; — it is 
no longer thought too much to sacrifice 
every thing in order to ensure to ourselves 
God's future mercy : but a whole life of 
the strictest obedience (if life may yet be 
granted), is not uncommonly the passionate 

h 
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vow of the too late wise and convinced 
sinner. . 

When vice has for a long time had pos- 
session of the heart, it is indeed a slow and 
a laborious task to root 1 it out : continual 
vigilance and self-denial are required to 
subdue habits grown inveterate and dear 
by long indulgence. This resolution, 
however, if men will not perish in their 
sins, must be exerted : nor can any one, 
who is unwilling to exert it, with justice 
condemn Naaman as guilty of obstinacy 
in turning away from the Prophet's in- 
junction for his cure. How can such a 
man be pardonable even in his own eyes, 
who upon no better plea will hold fast his 
sins, the contagion of the soul, which 
poison all true enjoyments, — which dart 
their anguish into the inmost heart now, 
and will hereafter plunge us into unutter- 
able woes ! Some may possibly urge, that 
their past misconduct has made it a work 
of great labour to return into the path of 
duty : but will they, therefore, never begin 
to exert themselves 1 In every pursuit of 
life we are fully sensible, that, in order to 
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succeed, many things are to be done, much - 
is to be borne : and are we unwilling and 
backward in the cause of virtue alone? 
To complain of the difficulties in the way ' 
of our reformation, at the time we should 
be employing our best means to subdue 
them, is a weakness to the last degree 
alarming. To sit down without making 
any endeavours must be certain destruc- 
tion. For it is with the soul, as it is with 
the maladies of the body ; when once the 
sick man begins to reject the remedies ad- 
ministered as unpalatable, — when • he de- 
sires only to be left to his ease, regardless 
of the increasing ill, — his recovery is then 
become hopeless; the consequence, we 
kndw, is death. 

Let no one, then, presume to excuse 
himself whenever he finds, or supposes he 
finds, difficulties in the course of his duty. 
Our gracious Maker hath enjoined his 
creatures no service which they have not 
the power, to discharge, if they have but a 
willing mind. When Naaman had shewn 
a determination not to comply with Elisha's 
reasonable injunction, his more prudent 

l2 
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borne : at such times, then, let us ask our- 
selves* — What, if God had required of us 
to submit to those greater troubles % Let 
us ask our hearts this one thing, and learn 
to be content, yea to be thankful : let us 
learn to exercise the same resolution 
under these trials which we daily manifest 
in our labours for the good things of this 
life. We esteem it folly to be soon dis- 
mayed by difficulties here, and not to be 
even animated by them to greater exer- 
tions : and shall we go on towards that 
invisible, but infinitely important state, 
without preparing for it as far as we are 
able % With so great an object before us, 
do we only magnify the toil of our obe- 
dience, when we should be summoning 
our strength to encounter our trials : or do 
we design to shew a spirit of impatience, 
as if intending to seek for everlasting life 
only in our own way, and on our own 
terms'? God forbid that any should act 
in a manner so fatal to their eternal wel- 
fare! 

• And if it were left to us to work out our 
salvation according to the wishes of our 
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own hearts, to what measure of obedience 
should we be willing to submit ? When 
Naaman was directed by the Prophet to 
go and wash in Jordan, as the only com- 
pliance required of him that he might be 
cured, he disdainfully asked, "Are not 
44 Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damas- 
44 cus, better than all, the waters of 
44 Israel? May I not wash in them and 
44 be clean V But had he indeed wished 
to be healed, his gratitude for having his 
cure made so easy could not be very, sin- 
cere, when he desired rather to follow his 
own choice. And when men follow their 
own vain devices in working out their sal- 
vation, and are unwilling to submit to the 
laws which God has prescribed, do they 
not in this act like Naaman ; or rather is 
not their conduct more offensive in the 
sight of their Maker? Do not they, in 
effect say unto the Lord, We are more 
righteous than Thou ; we will none of thy 
ways? 

Some men, exalting in. an undue degree 
the merits of a lively faith in their Saviour, 
coldly regard, and negligently discharge 
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the duties of common life ; — those faithful 
labours, and acts of mutual kindness, 
which Christ in almost every one of His 
discourses and parables most earnestly en- 
joined. Others, knowing that fervent 

devotion is acceptable with God, are zea- 
lous, on one day at least in the seven, m 
offering up long prayers, as if they had 
any where an assurance that they shouM 

be heard for their much speaking. 

Others again, without any faith er devo- 
tion, flatter themselves that they shall be 
finally received into happiness for the ge- 
neral uprightness and purity of their lives, 
independently of their Saviour's aid aad 
final mercy ; disregarding His awful warn* 
ing, that, '* when they have done all," 
they are to esteem themselves " unprofit- 
" able servants. "-^So grossly do men 
deceive themselves ; — so plainly do they 
make the commands of God of none effect, 
while they thus desire to set up a rule of 
religion for themselves, and to perform no 
more in the work of their salvation, than 
what they can perform without any self* 
denial. — Had Naaman persisted in his 
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refusal to follow the mode of cure pre- 
scribed to him by the Prophet, the con- 
sequences to him may shew every one of 
us what must be the fruits of our acting 
in this manner. When he was com- 
manded to go to Jordan, and " wash and 
44 be clean ;" and when he answered, 
44 may I not wash in the rivers of Da- 
" mascus and be clean?" — no one here 
will believe that, had he so followed his 
own wifl he would have been healed : the 
leprosy would still have continued to cleave 
to him. In like manner, if revelation has 
made known to us on what terms our sal- 
vation depends, and we perversely frame 
to ourselves other modes of obedience, 
what hopes can we have of being saved by 
them? 

Still the difficulties of a steady perform- 
ance of the duties of religion are by many 
urged. We acknowledge that there are 
difficulties. Christ Himself calls His ser- 
vice 44 a yoke and a burthen :" but at the 
same time He hath promised to all, who 
willingly take His yoke upon them, that 
they shall receive powerful aid from on 

l4 
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high. " Ask," said He, " and it shall he 
"given you; seek. and ye shall find."* 
" All things, whatsoever ye shall ask in 
"prayer, believing, ye shall receive."^ 
" If ye being evil know how to give good 
" gifts unto your children, how much 
" more shall your heavenly Father give 
" the Holy Spirit to them, that ask 
"Him'? "J Be it, then, our care to 
entitle ourselves to this divine aid, which 
has ever been shed abroad most abun- 
dantly when it has been most fervently 
prayed for. 

" Therefore thou art inexcusable, O 
" man," whosoever thou art, who, while 
thou wilt not seek Heaven's offered as- 
sistance, misrepresentest its commands as 
hard sayings : — who magnifiest the power 
of temptations, and the weakness of hu- 
man nature ; as though the Almighty had 
abandoned His creatures to the dangers 
which surround them. 

Thus upon a review of Naaman's con- 
duct compared with our own, and ob- 
serving how near a resemblance, but in a 

* Matt. vii. 7. f Mat *« xxi - %** t L^e **• M. 
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Far greater degree, the merciful kindness 
of God in our salvation .bears to the mercy 
once shewn, to him; let us, as did that 
Syrian, shew forth . a lively and grateful 
sense of our deliverance. " From hence- 
" forth," said he to the Prophet, " will I 
46 offer neither burnt-offering nor sacrifice 
" unto other gods, but only unto the 
" Lord." — Let our devotion, in like man- 
ner, testify our gratitude for all the things 
which God hath done for us. Let it be 
our frequent, our daily delight. In the 
hours of busy life let us remember God : 
in silence and retirement let us meditate 
upon His mighty love : and in this house 
of worship ever celebrate His praise. It 
is, or should be, our highest comfort to 
know, that the Almighty, from His throne 
far above the heavens, vouchsafes to hear 
the meanest of His creatures, and to 
hearken to their prayers. This service, 
then, of prayer and praise let us perform 
with good-will unwearied; being fully 
convinced, that He will reward our piety, 
— that He will conduct us by an unseen 
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hand through all the changes and chances 
of this mortal life, and finally place us 
in those glorious mansions, where we 
shall dwell before Him ages without 
end. 
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St. Luke xvi. 31. 

And he said unto Aim, If they hear not Moses 
and the Prophets, neither will they be per- 
suaded though one rose from the dead. 

Vr HEN our Lord entered upon His public 
ministry, and called the people of the Jews 
to repent, and to receive the laws of the 
Gospel, He performed many arid great 
miracles. These wonderful works were 
displayed to prove to them that He spake 
by authority from God, and that they 
were, therefore, bound to reveifence Him, 
and to receive the doctrines and obey 
the precepts which He delivered. The 
effect of His miracles was great and 
extraordinary : "the multitude," we read, 
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" glorified God, and cried out, it was 

" never so seen in Israel;"* — and " this 

" is of a truth that Prophet which should 

" come into the world."f Such were the 

sentiments of the well-disposed part of 

His hearers : but, others amongst them, 

unwilling to be convinced, were frequently 

demanding to have some greater proofs of 

His divine commission, — some sign from 

heaven displayed to them that they might 

believe. As a general answer to all such 

demands, Christ delivered the account of 

the rich man and Lazarus ; the latter of 

whom, after death, was carried by Angels 

3 paradise into Abraham's bosom, while 

s rich man was doomed to the place of 

ment. In that hopeless condition, with 

pect to himself, the rich man intercedes 

h Abraham to send Lazarus to his 

:thren, who were living in sin and 

urity, lest they also should come into 

same place of torment. The answer 

Abraham to this request, which was 

eated with earnestness, is most awful, 

I worthy the attention of all : " They 

• Matt. ix. 33. f -I* 1111 vi - 14 « 
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" have Moses and the Prophets ; let them 
" hear them ; — bat, if they hear not Moses 
" and the Prophets, neither will they be 
" persuaded though one rose from the 
" dead." 

What a wonderful and alarming deck- 
tion ! especially when we consider that it 
came from the lips of our Redeemer — of 
Him who knew all the heart of man better 
than does man himself. We do not, we 
cannot disbelieve the truth of what He so 
solemnly pronounced. But besides, the 
experience of all ages bears testimony to 
it. Of all those wonderful means which 
God saw fit to employ in the days of old, 
to awaken and to recover great sinners, 
the miracle, in almost every case, failed to 
produce its proper effect. It did, indeed, 
cause the offender to tremble for the 
present, and to form some serious resolu- 
tions of repentance and amendment so 
long as he was filled with terror : but these 
resolutions were as suddenly broken as 
they had been suddenly made ; — the terror 
passed off, and the intended reformation 
was no more. Thus acted Pharaoh and 
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the Egyptians under the miraculous plagues 
inflicted upon them by the hand of Moses 
and Aaron : whilst smarting under each of 
them, the king promised to pay obedience 
to the Lord; — yet, after each of them, 
" he sinned," we read, *' yet more, and 
" hardened his heart, both he and his 
" people." 

But the miserable rich man, in the 
parable, pleading with Abraham in behalf 
of his brethren, conceived that " if one 
" went unto them from the dead they would 
" repent." The appearance of one coming 
to them from the dead seemed to him far 
more likely to make a deep and effectual 
impression on their irreligious hearts, than 
any former display of divine power. It 
certainly might be so; — but even this 
impression Christ pronounces in the words 
of the text, would prove in the end of no 
avail. And we find, in fact, that the very 
persons to whom He delivered these words, 
became an example of the truth of them. 
For the very thing here asked was granted 
to them In the presence of many of the 
Scribes and Pharisees, our Lord raised 
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Lazarus from the grave,' after he had been 
four days dead. And what were the fruits 
of this astonishing act of divine power ? 
Must it not be imagined, that all the 
spectators, struck with wonder beyond 
measure, would immediately believe ill 
Him ; confess Him aloud to be the Son 
df God, and prostrate themselves before 
Him in worship, adoration, and praise) 
The event proved far otherwise : for we 
read, that some of them departed straight- 
way to tell the Pharisees what things Jesus 
had done, and they, together with the 
rulers, consulted to put to death both Jesus 
and Lazarus, because, by reason of him, 
many believed on Jesus. So true was the 
declaration of our Lord, that whosoever 
should resist the means of grace already 
bestowed ; — whosoever would not " hear 
" Moses and the Prophets," — would not 
be " persuaded though one rose from the 
u dead," 

But we do not look for such an appear- 
ance to be granted to us. To proceed, 
then, to another example ; and one which 
more nearly approaches to that Which w 
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actually do experience. If our Lord Him- 
self, a person proved to .be the Son of 
God, by miracles and signs, and wonders — 
if He attempted in vain to stop one sinner 
in the career of his wickedness, we shall 
the less wonder that every other expedient 
to reclaim him, which man could ask, or 
God grant, would meet with no better 
success. Our Lord, for some time before 
his death, repeatedly foretold to His dis- 
ciples that He should be betrayed unto the 
chief Priests and the Scribes to be crucified. 
As the time of his departure drpw nearer, 
He declared to them, " Verily I say unto 
" you, that one of you shall betray me."* 
The rest of the disciples were grieved and 
shocked at this saying ; — but Judas Iscariot, 
of whom He spake, remained unawed and 
unchanged, though he was made sensible 
that the deed which he meditated was 
known to his divine Master. And though 
Christ added, " Woe unto the man by 
" whom the Son of Man is betrayed ; 
" good were it for that man if he had 
" never been born ;"f still did he persist 

* Matt. xxvi. 21. f Matt * x * yi * 



SERMON XVI. 235 

in seeking an opportunity to betray Him. 
In the last supper, their Master pointed out 
His betrayer by name : — " he that dippeth 
' ' his hand with me in the dish, the same 
44 shall betray me;" — upon which, Judas 
summoning courage to ask Him among 
the rest, "Lord, is it IT' Jesus answered, 
44 thou hast said." Judas immediately de- 
parted, overcome, as any one would have 
imagined, with the sense of his guilt, and 
with the bitterest remorse. But not so : 
he departed indeed, but it was to execute 
his crime, — to act as guide to the soldiers 
who were sent to seize Him, giving them 
this sign, " whomsoever I shall kiss, that 
44 same is He, hold him fast ;" at the same 
time approaching Jesus, and kissing Him* 
Thus, against conviction, and against the 
clearest warning ; against the dreadful woe 
denounced upon his guilt, did he persist to 
the last : had one risen from the dead to 
him, he would, doubtless, have paid no 
more regard : nor is it easy, nor indeed 
possible for us to point out, or conceive 
anything which the Almighty could have 
sent, sufficiently fearful and alarming, to 
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surmount the deeply-rooted habit of sin 
which led him on to the commission of his 
dreadful crime, till remorse came too late 
into his soul, and he perished in despair 
for having betrayed the innocent blood : — 
" he went and hanged himself." 

But we have not committed the wicked- 
ness of Judas, will some men perhaps say, — 
Hor did Christ ever speak to us as He did 
to him. Of these two assertions, the first 
is true only in part — the second is totally 
false. We have not, indeed, sold our 
Lord into the hands of His enemies from 
the greediness of gain, as did Judas ; — but 
if for the love of gain, or any other sinfiii 
pursuit, we have set at nought and despised 
His gracious and holy commands, we differ 
from that corrupt Disciple in the measure 
of guilt only : and though Christ never 
spake, indeed, to us in person, yet does 
He continually warn us by His holy word, 
By that word He shews us, that whatever 
may be the prevailing sin Of our hearts, 
so long as we continue attached to it, our 
recovery grows more and more difficult 
every day, and in the end almost impos* 
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sible; — that all who have a revealed 
religion to inform and guide them, and 
who yet will act against the dictates of 
their own consciences, — who know what is 
right, and persist in doing what is wrong, 
— can have no cause to think themselves in 
less danger than was Judas, or any other 
impenitent sinner whose guilt is recorded 
in the Scriptures. 

The conduct of every such person shews 
in the strongest light the astonishing and 
fearful power of bad habits. Thus, he 
believes there is a God, the Judge of all 
the Earth — he believes that the secrets of 
all hearts are open to Him, — that He is of 
" purer eyes than to behold iniquity," — 
and yet does he act in open defiance to his 
own belief. He endeavours to silence his 
self-reproaches by some feeble purposes 
of amendment on some future day, though 
he well knows that his continuance in life 
to a distant day, or even till the morrow, 
is most uncertain. He sees, perhaps, the 
untimely death of his companions in guilt; 
and from the painful sight, from the painful 
thought of what may be his own condition, 
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he at last flies for refuge to scenes of noise 
and folly, or to the hurry and business of 

life. 

The usual trust of these inconsiderate 
men is the bed of sickness. The pains 
and fears which belong to that hour, are 
expected to bring a more sincere and firm 
resolution ; and to make them pious and 
pure, just and honest, in despite, as it 
were, of their own inclinations. But are 
these, we may ask, the certain, or even 
the usual effects produced on a mind and 
body both equally weakened by fears, and 
sorrows, and anguish"? Let those speak 
who have been beholders of a death-bed. 
Let those who have heard the passionate 
vows of repentance, the vehement abhor- 
rence of his past sins, made by the sufferer 
trembling on the brink of the grave — let 
them say whether the restoration to health 
has not often caused all these virtuous 
resolutions to be again forgotten ? Nay, 
who has not witnessed too many examples 
of the drunkard returning, with even 
increasing appetite, to the very excesses 
from the sufferings of which he had so 
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lately escaped ;— of the slothful sinking 
again into his beloved sloth, and into all 
the mean arts of dishonesty which ever 
accompany that wretched character 1 — 
How little good can arise from any visita- 
tions of such men — how short-lived their 
amendment — and oftentimes how they fall 
yet deeper into their corruptions, from 
having been unwillingly torn from them 
for a time :~of these things our Lord hath 
given us a most fearful picture in one of 
His parables. " When the unclean spirit," 
saith he, " is gone out of a man, he 
" walketh through dry places seeking rest, 
" and findeth none. Then he saith, I will 
" return into my house, from whence I 
" came out ; and when he is come, he 
" findeth it empty, swept, and garnished. 
" Then goeth he, and taketh unto him 
** seven other spirits more wicked than 
c< himself, and they enter in and dwell 
" there : and the last state of that man is 
" worse than the first."* 

Painful as these truths may be to the 
ear and to the heart of that man who 

* Matt. xii. 43, 45. 



240 SERMON XVI. 

is unwilling to renounce his evil ways, 
far more painful must they be to endure, 
when, at the close of his days, he feels 
how difficult it is to cast off corrupt habits, 
and yet how tremendous it is to die in 
them ! May we duly reflect on this while 
there is still time to be wise unto salva- 
tion ; — and may we open our eyes to this 
important truth of religion, that yet more, 
far more is required of us, than, barely to 
refrain from habitual vices ! It is not 
sufficient that we undertake to " renounce 
" the devil and all his works, and all the 
<c sinful lusts of the flesh;" we are bound 
also to " keep God's holy will and com- 
" mandments." It is not enough that we 
refrain from evil, but we must delight to 
do good, and to love what He hath com- 
manded. Every thing short of this can 
find no acceptance with Him. All our 
fairest actions, which spring from fear only, 
we must strike out of Hie list of our virtues. 
Sins may be subdued for a short time by 
fear and terror of some great punishment 
impending over our heads ; but the seeds 
of them, still secretly lurking within the 
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breast, will shoot forth again, — will wind 
more closely round the heart, — and at last 
overwhelm the whole man. 

Here it is worthy our observation that 

our blessed Lord, who hath taught us so 

to judge of our own ways, scarcely ever 

employed the terrors of Almighty justice 

to bring back sinners to repentance, and 

amendment, and salvation, excepting in 

the case of great and obdurate offenders. 

Well knowing, that to make men truly 

pious and good, their hearts must first be 

won to love God and His commandments, 

He ever employed the mildest and most 

persuasive means with His hearers. There 

is no kind of plea, whether respecting the 

goodness of our Heavenly Father, — or our 

wishes in this life, — or our hopes in a 

better,— which He did not use to interest 

their understandings in behalf of His doc- 

trines, and to make them hear and obey 

from conviction and good-will ; that is, to 

** serve God with all their hearts, with all 

'* their soul, and with all their strength." 

By a variety of arguments, drawn froih 

every object at the time around them— 
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from the fields in which they were stand- 
ing, — from the harvest before their eyes, 
— from the ravens and the sparrows of 
the air, — from the sun rising and the rain 
descending upon the good and upon the 
bad, — on the just and on the unjust, — 
did the wise and gracious Redeemer of 
mankind labour to make them trust in 
their Heavenly Father, and for His sake 
to exercise themselves in purity of heart, 
piety towards God, and love towards all 
His creatures. The whole Scriptures, 
but especially the Gospel, are full of these 
calls upon us to shew gratitude for our 
creation,— our protection, — our support, — - 
and our redemption ; and as " God hath 
" so loved us that we should also love 
•* one another." We can, perhaps, in 
this way only judge with safety of our 
present state. " They have Moses and 
u the Prophets," said Abraham to the 
rich man, " let them hear them." We 
have safer, surer, and greater guides in 
Christ and His Apostles : and if we 
gladly consult them, and seriously en- 
deavour to tread in the paths they have 
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prescribed, we cannot be far from the 
kingdom of Heaven. We have the fre- 
quent public reading of the Holy Scrip- 
tures to bring the things therein contained 
more effectually into our thoughts. As 
often, then, as in hearing or reading we 
feel ourselves sensibly moved with the 
important truths set before our eyes, let 
us cherish and preserve with care the 
happy impression ; — it may be, nay I doubt 
not is, the secret gift of Divine Grace for 
our eternal welfare. But if these Scrip- 
tures are neglected by any one, — if they 
are heard or read only as an amusement, 
without the very purpose of amending by 
them ; if that great gift of God has thus 
become a dead letter, as it were, to any 
man, — let him consider, that he is virtually 
hardening himself against the ordinary 
means of Gfod's grace, — that it is most 
uncertain whether he will ever obtain any 
extraordinary call to repeijtance and 
reformation ;-~ but even should this prove 
the case, it is an almost pertain fact that 
every such call would prove to him of no 
avail. 

m2 
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Genesis ii. 3. 

God bleated the seventh day, and sanctified it, 
because that in it He had rested from all 
His work, which God created and made* 

rROM the words of the text, and more 
particularly from the fourth command- 
ment, we are taught that the Almighty 
originally ordained one day in seven as a 
respite from our constant cares and la- 
bours. This we must acknowledge to 
have been a purpose most worthy of His 
goodness and compassion to His creatures, 
who otherwise must have been worn down 
by their incessant fatigues of body or 
mind : and even to the brute creation it 
was intended to be a blessing, the Lord 
having commanded His people by His 
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servant Moses to sanctify the seventh day 
as a day of rest, that " thine ox and thine 
" ass may rest and be refreshed."* The 
precepts of the Gospel have made no 
change in this appointment ; and the au- 
thority of human laws in all Christian 
countries so powerfully enforce this obser- 
vance of the day, that those persons, who 
wish to employ it in the same maimer as 
they employ all their other days, are but 
few in number: nay decency and fear 
compel even these to labour in private ; 
and they are the more unpardonable in so 
doing, since that gracious Being who 
commanded us to rest, hath not left us 
under the least necessity thus to violate 
His command, but hath blessed the fruits 
of our labours through the six days suffi- 
ciently to leave us at liberty on this from 
our daily cares and employments. 

Should man, however, do no more than 
this, — should he carry his thoughts of this 
day no farther, — and, like the brutes, 
rest satisfied with taking his ease on it, — 
then would this appointment become to us 

* Exodus xxiii. 12. 
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only a source of sloth and idleness. Our 
benefit, the benefit of our souls, was prin- 
cipally in view in this ordinance ; for it 
was ordained at the time of the creation, 
and that evidently with the design to make 
us always remember, and frequently look 
up to our Creator. For such is the frailty 
of human nature, that without some event 
frequently returning to remind us how 
much we are indebted to Him, who made 
us and all the world, we should soon alto- 
gether forget Him, or at least think of 
Him with but little reverence. Deeply 
immersed as we are in the cares of life, 
incessantly pursuing our favourite employ- 
ments, the things of this world, which 
now possess so very large a portion of our 
thoughts, would then engross our whole 
minds ; and it is much to be feared that 
we should then degenerate by slow de- 
grees to the level of the beasts that pe- 
rish : like the ox in the field, we should 
eat and be filled, and lie down and think 
no more. 

To obviate these difficulties, — to remove 
man from this danger of forgetting Him 
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that made him, — was the merciful design 
of God in blessing and sanctifying the 
seventh day. And where the frequent re- 
turns of this day produce their intended 
effects ; — where they keep the mind awake 
to what we have received, and from whose 
hand; — in that case gratitude, and re- 
verence, and love, are the unavoidable 
results. Men do not always trespass from 
a sinful disposition, and with deliberate 
design. Inattention and an unwillingness 
to reflect, are the great weaknesses of our 
nature ; and are at all times the principal 
causes, I may say, of the want of religion. 
But when the human mind is led to medi- 
tate upon what we are, — how we were 
formed, — and what numberless blessings 
we receive ; — when the mind reflects upon 
these things, it cannot but feel itself im- 
pressed with serious thoughts of religion ; 
it must feel a lively desire to serve and 
please so great, so good a Benefactor. For 
though all men are confessedly corrupt by 
nature, and " very far gone from original 
" righteousness," yet have we still in us 
so much of the excellence originally planted 
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in the human soul, that we want but to 
accustom ourselves to reflect frequently 
and seriously in order to become, in some 
measure, worthy children of our heavenly 
Father : and for this great end did He, 
when He placed man on the earth, bless 
the seventh day and sanctify it, that He 
might ever be remembered by man. 

If there be any one order of men, whose 
interest it appears more especially to be to 
make a careful use of this day by keeping 
it holy, it is perhaps they, whose daily 
subsistence depends altogether on their 
daily labours, which demand their appli- 
cation so closely, as to leave them but little 
time to attend to any other concerns, how- 
ever important or necessary they may be. 
That they should not sanctify the day 
which brings so much relief to them ; — 
and that they should never employ it to 
raise their thoughts to the things of an- 
other world, is the height of folly and sin. 
Their support, which is apparently so un- 
certain, calls upon them gladly to bring 
to mind, that they are encouraged to look 
up to the protection of that Almighty 
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hand, which alone rules all the events of 
life; and by how much the less they 
deem themselves to partake of the plenty, 
the ease, and the other advantages of life, 
by so much the more should they willingly 
direct their thoughts to that future in- 
heritance, which belongs to them equally 
with the greatest of men. By a right and 
wise use of the Lord's day, — by employ- 
ing their time on that day devoutly and 
soberly, and by meditation on these things, 
they will be more folly convinced of this 
encouraging truth, that our Almighty Fa- 
ther hath ordained all orders of men as 
He seeth best for them ; — that He extend- 
eth His watchful care equally over all His 
creatures ; — and vieweth the good actions, 
and the patient sufferings of His lowliest 
servants, in order to reward them with 
His favour here, and with happiness and 
glory hereafter. 

Whoever is not filled with the thought 
of the manifold blessings which he pos- 
sesses ; and is not warmed into love and 
thankfulness to the great Giver of them, 
will never perform any other services 

m 4 
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which he owes to Him. But the just senee 
of that unwearied goodness which sup- 
plies all our wants before we feel them, 
will naturally recal to our minds how often 
we have rendered ourselves undeserving 
of any blessing; and in a sincere mind 
will as naturally lead men to confess their 
unworthiness, to entreat for pardon, and 
to adore the past mercy and goodness of 
our Creator, with earnest purpose to serve 
Him more perfectly for the time to come. 
In this manner, the appointment of the 
Lord's day, which was at first ordained to 
render men mindful of the Divine Author 
of their existence, by a natural progress 
introduces every service of faith and piety, 
on which our hope of everlasting happiness 
depends. 

What, then, shall we say of those per- 
sons, who still neglect to improve this day 
to its right use, and their own inexpressi- 
ble benefit? Is it that they do, indeed, 
think one day in seven too large a portion 
of their time to dedicate to the acknow- 
ledgment of their creation and redemp- 
tion, and of the several blessings they 
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enjoy I Is it that they are not conscious 
of many imperfections, which stand in 
need of recollection and amendment 1 Or 
is it too great a task and humiliation to 
ask forgiveness even of their God 1 Had 
not revelation set apart a portion of our 
time for these important and necessary 
purposes, yet surely we are called upon, 
amidst our continual labours for the wants 
and comforts of our frail and perishable 
bodies, to pay equal attention to the in- 
terests of that most important part of our 
frame, our souls. It is no small part of 
the divine mercy and loving-kindness that 
God hath revealed to us all His will, and 
hath put into our hands the Holy Scrip- 
tures to enlighten our ignorance of spi- 
ritual blessings, — to guide our steps into 
the paths of peace. And certainly much 
of men's knowledge of God's holy word, 
and much of its influence over their minds 
depends upon their hearing it read, when 
they assemble together in the place dedi- 
cated more immediately to His service; 
an advantage, which they entirely neg- 
lect and throw away, who refuse to spend 
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the Lord's day in such a manner as the 
Lord Himself hath commanded. 

In every point of view, then, we cannot 
but see that the Sabbath was made for 
man, and for his most essential service ; — 
to draw him off entirely on one day, and 
to wean him on all the other days in some 
degree from an excessive attachment to 
earthly things, and to raise his thoughts 
and desires to that holy state, for which 
his Creator first formed him, and placed 
him on this earth. From every motive, 
therefore, which ought most to influence 
us, — from the fear of God, — from the sense 
of His goodness and our many imperfec- 
tions, — from the knowledge of our num- 
berless wants both of soul and body, — 
from the hope of meeting the awful hour 
of death in humble confidence of entering 
into a better state, — from such motives let 
us continually employ this appointment of 
our Creator to the great purposes for 
which He gave it, — to promote in us more 
active faith, — more cheerful obedience, — 
and more unfeigned piety. 

Parents more especially, and all per- 
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sons whose example is calculated to pro- 
duce effect, will find it their duty to lead 
their families and their dependents into a 
proper observance of this much neglected, 
much abused part of religion. 

Though the ease and relief of those 
who are constrained to earn their bread by 
the sweat of their brow, be a great part of 
the original design of a day of rest, still is 
it not the only one ; — the honour of God 
is so essential a duty of it, that this day 
passed without devotion, is not, cannot 
have been observed as it ought. And as 
devotion is seldom found in those persons 
who never frequent the house of God, this 
is one great reason why children in par- 
ticular should be trained to believe that 
the day itself has been profaned, unless 
a propi part has been spent in the public 
worship of God. At the same time it 
highly behoves all parents to guard their 
children carefully against the gross mis- 
conduct of those persons, who seem to re- 
gard the Lord's day as a call, indeed, to 
shew forth their devotion, but having paid 
this would suppose that they are eased as 
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of a religious task : the consequence of 
which is, that they think no more of any 
devotions till the return of the solemn day 
calls them again to the same offices and 
forms of outward worship ; and the Sab- 
bath once more passes without having 
either made their gratitude to heaven more 
strong, or the obligations to justice, hu- 
manity, diligence, or truth, more deeply 
impressed on their souls, than before. 
All such conduct, in whomsoever it may 
be found, cannot fail to produce great 
offence to religion from scoffers and in- 
fidels, who, not without reason, deride 
this piety of a single day only, — this 
fleeting act of religion, taken up and laid 
aside again, as if by mere form and rule, 
without leaving any impression on the 
heart. 

That all men stand in need either to be 
instructed in their duty toward God, or to 
be frequently reminded of it ; — and that 
the generality of mankind have scarcely 
any other opportunity for it than the lei- 
sure which the Sabbath affords, is a truth, 
which is or ought to be confessed by all. 
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Next to public worship, then, the reading 
of the Scriptures is a necessary employ- 
ment of some part of the Sabbath day. And 
though the reading of God's word be in- 
troduced into the divine service, as far at 
least as it conveniently can, yet how little, 
how imperfectly, must they be acquainted 
with the extent of God's goodness to man- 
kind in the great work of their salvation, 
who read not His word, nor meditate upon 
it, when alone, nor ever seek therein con- 
solation or support for their particular 
wants and trials. There is, besides, so 
much carelessness in the minds of all 
youth, so absent do their thoughts often 
appear to be in this place, and frequently 
so full of trifling is their behaviour, so 
void of all appearance of attention to the 
word of God here read, that from all these 
causes, if the opportunities this day affords 
be not carefully improved, there is danger 
' lest the rising generation become grossly 
ignorant of their duty, consequently vi- 
cious, and in a future life, at least, most 
miserable. Happy, therefore, is that fa- 
mily, where under the Parent's or Master's 
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eye these manifold evils are prevented or 
repaired. 

I shall not perhaps be thought to have 
pointed out all the proper objects of the 
institution of this day, if no notice be 
taken of the degree of ease and relief pro- 
per to be indulged on the Sabbath, and 
originally intended by our gracious Law- 
giver. There can be no doubt but that the 
seventh day was set apart from the be- 
ginning for man to rejoice in his creation ; 
and there is not in the holy word of God 
any thing, at least that I am acquainted 
with, to require us to pass the whole of it 
in devotion. This we may most certainly 
affirm, that such austerity of religion can- 
not be long performed, and our natural 
feelings and inclinations will bring us back 
to a more temperate interpretation of the 
law of the Christian Sabbath. — We all 
agree, that our daily labours, those cares 
which fix the mind of man almost wholly 
to this earth, are to be suspended on this 
day. Beyond this, after the claims of 
public worship and private devotion are 
satisfied, all behaviour, which is irre- 



SERMON xvn. 251 

proachable in itself, and has no tendency 
to give offence, is innocent, and not un- 
becoming the sanctity of the day. Many 
of those levities which may be excused at 
other times, no well-disposed mind would 
allow itself to indulge on this holy day. 
It is, however, in this, as in many other 
parts of our duty ; the path, in which we 
should tread, lies between two extremes. 
By passing the Lord's day in a strict suc- 
cession of religious acts only, we shall be 
in danger of making that obedience pain- 
ftd, — that yoke heavy, which our Lord de- 
clared to be " easy and light." On the 
other hand, by allowing and pursuing re- 
laxation too far we abuse that appoint- 
ment to bodily indulgence, which was de- 
signed to prepare and dispose us for our 
spiritual duties. Upon the whole, we can 
never act widely wrong if we reflect that 
many eyes are upon our behaviour, and 
how dangerous our example may prove to 
others; — what encouragement it may 
afford to a spirit of dissipation in those 
who are already little disposed to the ser- 
vices of religion, and who are ever for- 
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ward to think hardly of the least degree 
of restraint laid on them* 

We shall be inclined, perhaps, to pay 
more regard to these considerations, if 
we bear in mind that on keeping this day 
holy depends the life and spirit of all re- 
ligion in a greater degree than we may 
apprehend. When the Almighty by His 
servant Moses revealed His will to His 
chosen people more at large, He placed 
this ordinance among those commands, of 
which it was pronounced that no jot or 
tittle should pass away, and made it the 
conclusion, and guardian precept, as it 
were, of those commands, wliich enjoin 
the belief and the honour of the only true 
God. Accordingly experience through- 
out all ages has shewn, that the spirit of 
religion lives or dies in every bosom pre- 
cisely as this day is more or less properly 
observed. Men who will persuade them- 
selves that the holiness of this day is not 
necessary for them, — that God originally, 
indeed, ordained one day in seven to be 
set apart for His honour, but that the force 
and necessity of such an institution is no 
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longer expedient in an enlightened age, — 
such men, and such there have been, will 
of course disregard and neglect all public 
worship, all observance of this holy day- 
On the minds of such persons revelation 
itself will have little influence ; and no- 
thing remains with these men, but the 
name, and empty profession of Christians ; 
they pass through life, and dare to ven- 
ture upon eternity, without that hope in 
Christ, — without that free grace and 
mercy, which is assured to man through 
his Redeemer and Saviour, 

But may we, at least, be more wise and 
humble ! — The highest blessings, we know, 
have been promised to all who honour the 
Sabbath of the Lord, " not doing their 
" own ways, nor finding their own plea- 
" sure, nor speaking their own words:" 
and since few are the sabbaths, and few 
the days, which we have to live in this 
transitory world, may we employ them in 
so pious a manner, that we may at last 
be found worthy to enter into that other 
Sabbath, even that eternal rest, which 
remaineth in heaven for all the faithful 
people of God. 
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Psalm xxxvii. 25. 

/ have been young, and now am old: yet have 
I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his 
seed begging bread. 

AS mankind in general are but too for* 
ward to sacrifice their hopes in a future 
state to the prospect of some present 
interest or pleasure, the Almighty hath 
so far condescended to our weakness, as 
to strengthen His commands by assurances 
of rewarding our obedience even in this 
life. The Scriptures teach us, that how- 
ever vice may sometimes seem to prosper, 
there is a more real happiness, and a more 
lasting prosperity attendant upon a course 
of piety and virtue. The Old Testament 
~i — , n( j s ^^ p rom j ses to thj 8 effect ; and 
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we know that obedience to the commands 
of the Lord their God was rewarded in 
the Israelites by a solemn promise that 
they should live long, and prosper in the 
land which the Lord their God had given 
them. This promise was strictly fulfilled 
in the nation at large : they prospered or 
suffered adversity precisely as they more 
or less remembered and served the Lord 
their Protector and Redeemer. The 
Psalmist in many places repeats this 
divine promise, and speaks of it as de- 
signed for individuals also ; and, in the 
words of the text, as being actually verified 
in the condition of all the righteous within 
his knowledge : " I have been young," 
says he, " and now am old : yet have I 
" not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his 
" seed begging bread." This fact, how- 
ever, will not perhaps be admitted now; 
not that the Almighty is different in His 
dealings with His creatures in different 
ages, but that they misunderstand the 
true nature of His promise, or rather 
judge wrong of their own merits. 
It will be necessary, therefore, in support 
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of this important text, first to determine 
who is the righteous man here meant :— 
and then, secondly, to shew what those 
blessings are which such an one is entitled 
to look for. 

It is the more requisite to ascertain the 
character of the righteous man, as the 
greater portion of mankind consider it 
only in part, and generally place it in 
such things chiefly as best suit their own 
practice, entirely overlooking every other 
kind of excellence. Now, the most easy, 
and therefore the most common sort of this 
mistaken goodness, is that seen in those 
men who overrate the services we pay to 
our Maker, namely, Faith and Devotion. 
Being constant in their prayers, and 
forward to believe all the promises of 
religion, they therefore expect that they 
shall be fulfilled in themselves ;-— - a thing 
which the Almighty certainly never pro- 
mised nor purposed to do. For whenever 
He promiseth, it is with this express 
condition — that we dq our part ; if we 
employ the powers which He hath given 
us for our use, we may hope that He will 
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prosper our endeavours ; but to look for 
extraordinary prosperity only because we 
may possibly abound in devotion and 
faith, what is this but to desire Him to 
use His sovereign power to gratify our 
indolence — to ask of Him the performance 
of a miracle to save us common pains 1 

There is, then, something more than a 
mere contemplative religion required to 
complete the character of a righteous man, 
in the sense of the royal Psalmist : yet 
real religion he must possess ; for, to act in 
every case by the principles of conscience, 
and with an inward awe of the Deity, this 
is the great thing that distinguishes him 
from the man who is artful and self- 
interested, — the only thing which can 
entitle him to expect any favour of heaven 
upon his labours. To qualify himself, 
then, to receive that favour, he must be 
industrious and active in his calling,— a 
thing which is as plainly enjoined to man by 
the Almighty as to trust in His mercies, 
and to offer to Him petitions. He must 
acquire such a becoming knowledge in 
his profession as will make him truly useful 
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therein. God having blessed all of us 
with capacities for some one thing, no 
doubt can be entertained but that He 
expects us to cultivate, enlarge, and 
exercise them. " The good man will 
"guide his affairs with discretion ;" and 
he must do so, for God will not prosper 
folly. While he lives in the world, he 
must exert prudence to foresee, care to 
provide, and frugality to preserve, what 
tends to his welfare. He must, in short, 
according to the instruction of Christ 
to His Disciples, join the " wisdom of 
" the serpent to the harmlessness of the 
" dove." 

Yet some persons are so weak as to 
think that religion is designed to wean us 
entirely from the cares of this life ; and 
that we can scarcely be righteous while 
we are engaged in the affairs of our 
calling. This is, however, a great error ; 
for. the Almighty having sent us into this 
life, His word could never have been 
designed to make us unfit for the unavoid- 
able business of that life, wherein He hath 
Himself placed us, but only to keep us 
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sober, righteous and godly throughout that 
business. And though from our various 
callings we may chiefly propose to our- 
selves the necessaries and conveniences 
of life, yet Providence hath of His great 
goodness so ordained, that we cannot 
labour for the satisfying of our natural 
wants, without thereby promoting the 
conveniences and the happiness of those 
around us ; and this is the great command 
of all religion, of the Christian religion in 
particular. If, therefore, we labour only 
by just means and for virtuous purposes, 
we may rest assured that our labours are 
of such a kind as to be looked upon with 
favour by a merciful God. 

In short, the righteous man intended in 
the text, is he who diligently, honestly, 
and discreetly employs his hands for the 
support of those who depend on him ; — 
he, who amid all his labours, carries his 
views forward to the great Disposer of all 
events, — owns His unseen hand in those 
occurrences which others ascribe to their 
own pains or skill ;— and, from a gratefu. 
sense of His blessings, pays a cheerful, 

N 
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unreserved obedience to His commands. 
Such is the man to whom his Maker hath 
promised that He will bless him and his 
posterity. 

Let us now, therefore, consider what is 
the reward which the righteous man may 
look for, and wherein it consists. 

The Almighty, in recompensing the 
good, or punishing the bad, very seldom 
exerts His power beyond the common 
course of things. He acts by so disposing 
events, as of themselves to execute His 
purposes : and thus the difficulties and 
distresses attendant on a life of folly and 
vice, in which inconsiderate men perceive 
no higher power than what they see with 
their eyes, are a silent, regular perform- 
ance of those threats which God in His 
word denounces — a standing proof of His 
truth and justice. In the same impercep- 
tible manner, and by employing secondary 
causes, God fulfils His promises to the 
righteous of temporal prosperity. Thus 
the overruling hand of a Divine Power 
is visible, when the good man's application 
and skill have procured him a suitable 
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portion of the conveniences of life:— - 
when his humanity and goodness have 
obtained him the love of mankind : — and 
when his unaffected piety enables him to 
possess the present hour without anxiety 
for the future, his conscience not upbraid- 
ing, but applauding him, and upon any 
sudden calamity, encouraging him to look 
up with confidence to Heaven. But it 
is injurious to the blessings which God 
promiseth, when we endeavour to point 
out precisely wherein they consist. The 
opportunities of recompensing those whom 
He favoureth, are more than we can 
possibly trace; and numberless instances 
of goodness and protection are received 
which escape our knowledge. He hath 
vouchsafed to promise to the virtuous His 
peculiar favour — to support them under 
their trials, — to bless their cares, and to 
give them their hearts' desire. The cares 
of life we may at present feel ; but all the 
dangers of his past years, or even of the 
present hour, who can count % Still less 
can any one number the instances of mercy 
and kindness which our Heavenly Father, 

n2 
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in pursuance of His promise, pours down 
upon man. 

Yet, as is highly necessary, the bless- 
ings to individuals are bestowed in subor- 
dination to His general government. We 
should always consider, that the Governor 
of the Universe acts here as is best for 
the good of mankind in general, not for 
the private ease and pleasure of any one 
person. His promises, . therefore, to the 
righteous man were not designed to extend 
to cases wherein the interests of numbers 
are concerned. Thus, for example, when 
<*ar or pestilence is permitted to lay waste 
whole kingdoms, for the punishment of the 
people, we ought not to wonder if the 
most upright man has a share in the 
common calamity. Though the Almighty 
once snatched the righteous Lot out of the 
midst of a general overthrow, this is not 
the ordinary course of His dealings. He 
hath nowhere in His word promised to 
exempt the virtuous man from those 
afflictions which are common to other men. 
Still do His promises continue unbroken, 
for independently of the consideration 



sermon xvm. 269 

that the Almighty hath many blessings to 
bestow besides an exemption from the 
natural evils of life, He purposeth chiefly 
to encourage goodness by His gifts here, 
the reward of it He hath placed in another 
state hereafter. The words of the Psalm, 
whence the text is taken, when rightly 
understood, plainly declare this. " The 
" steps of a good man/' saith the 
Psalmist, " are ordered by the Lord : 
" Though he fall, he shall not be utterly 
u cast down, for the Lord upholdeth him 
4< with His hand. 9 ' Here is no promise 
that the righteous shall not endure the 
common lot of all men. On the contrary, 
it is said, that he may " fall" into distress, 
but that God will not permit him to be 
" utterly cast down" and forsaken. What- 
ever, then, his condition and fortune in 
life may be, he who so acts as to make 
both God and man his friends, cannot 
greatly suffer ; for, " mark the perfect 
" man," says David, " and behold the 
" upright : the end of that man is peace." 
The recompence of the good man does 

not rest with himself, but extends also to 

n3 
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his posterity : " his seed shall be mighty 
4 c upon earth ; thegeneration of the upright 
" shall be blessed."* In what manner, 
and upon what conditions, this promise 
may be expected to be fulfilled, we can 
form an idea only from experience : and 
we have an example in Scripture in the 
posterity of a pious man, even of David 
himself. " I will set up thy seed after 
" thee," said God to him by the Prophet, 
" and I will establish his kingdom. I will 
" be his Father, and he shall be my Son. 
" If he commit iniquity, I will chasten him 
" with the rod of men, but my mercy 
" shall not depart from him, as I took it 
" from Saulj whom I put away before 
" thee."f From this passage, it is mani- 
fest in what manner we are to understand 
the promises of God to the children of 
them that love Him. They must endeavour 
to deserve them by imitating the Virtues 

* " A father's piety derives the benediction of 
Heaven upon his children. The posterity of faithful 
Abraham were often spared and favoured on 
account of their progenitor." — Home's Commen- 
tary. (Ed.) 

f 2 Sam. vii. 12, &c. 
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of their fathers— those virtues which first 
obtained the promises. If they fail to do 
this, God will most assuredly chasten them 
for their amendment. But still His mercy 
shall be over them in an especial manner, 
ever ready to receive their repentance for 
His promise' sake. Thus did Solomon 
understand the Prophet's declaration. In 
his prayer, at the dedication of the Temple, 
he says, " O Lord God of Israel, keep 
with thy servant David my father that 
thou promisedst him, saying, There shall 
" not fail thee a man in my sight to sit on 
" the throne of Israel ; so that thy children 
" take heed to their ways, that they walk 
" before me as thou walkest."* And it 
was in this manner that God really acted 
with the posterity of David. While they 
were obedient He pirospered them, as in 
the case of Solomon, Asa, Jehosaphat, and 
Hezekiah. He bore with the bad Princes, 
and preserved to them their crown ; and 
it is expressly declared, that He did so 
for His servant David's sake. But though 
for his sake He vouchsafed to many of the 

* 1 Kings, viii. 25, 
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Kings of Judah greater indulgence than 
they, through their manifold sins, had 
deserved, He still chastened their vices. 
Thus, for the idolatry of Solomon he 
rent the ten tribes of Israel from the house 
of David : thus Judah was many times 
reduced low by the Syrians, who formerly 
had been David's servants ; till the latter 
Kings growing still more corrupt, the 
family of David for ever lost the kingdom 
in the person of Zedekiah. 

Here, then, we have a faithful picture 
of the dealings of the Almighty. He 
hath indeed promised us great blessings, 
but the continuance of them rests with 
ourselves — in our endeavours to deserve 
them. On His part, so faithful is He, 
that, as if it were not enough to requite our 
imperfect services with blessings . on our- 
selves both in this state and in a better, 
He promiseth a continuance of the bless- 
ing even to our children and children's 
children. Each single act of piety, 
integrity, or compassion performed by 
us, shall stand recorded, and operate 
unseen through many years; and our 
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children, beside the favour of Heaven 

which their own labours may obtain, shall 

feel the happy effects of their forefathers' 

virtues, — of virtuous deeds long since 

forgotten by men. Let this thought ever 

warm our hearts, and animate our obe- 

dience. And as there are certainly none 

who do not prize the future welfare of 

those who are dear to them, let us, in 

every part of our duty, so act as that they 

may be thereby benefited : that so when 

we shall be removed to a better life, we 

may there enjoy the blessed society of 

those, who taught by our precepts, and 

animated by our example, have at length 

passed through the stormy trials of this 

world of misery, and are removed by the 

mercy of our Heavenly Father to that 

state where joy, and peace, and happiness 

shall endure even for endless ages. 
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St. Luke xvii. 17, 18 f 

And Jesus answering said, Were there not ten 
cleansed? but where are the nine? There 
are not found that returned to give glory to 
God, save this stranger. 

\?E read in this chapter, that when our 
Lord was journeying through a certain 
village of Samaria, " there met him ten 
" men that were Lepers. And they stood 
" afar off, and lifted up their voices and 
" said, Jesus, Master, have mercy on us. 
" And when He saw them He said unto 
" them, Go, shew yourselves unto the 
" Priests, and as they went they were 
" cleansed. And one of them, when he 
" saw that he was healed, turned back, 



SERMON XIX. 275 

** and with a loud voice, glorified God, 
* 4 and fell down on his face at His feet, 
44 giving Him thanks; and he was a Sa- 
44 maritan. And Jesus answering said, 
44 Were there not ten cleansed ; but where 
44 are the nine? There are not found 
44 that returned to give glory to God, 
44 save this stranger/' 

Such is the account given by the Evan- 
gelist of a transaction in every part wor- 
thy of our serious attention, and which 
will afford us a most important lesson, if 
we consider the different conduct of the 
several persons mentioned therein, upon 
receiving the same great blessing. The 
animated and lively gratitude of the Sa- 
maritan must have affected the beholders 
with admiration and delight ; while their 
indignation, we may suppose, could not 
but be greatly raised by the insensibility 
of the rest, after so speedy and merciful 
a cure. Our Lord himself, though " He 
" knew what was in man," appears to 
have been moved by their conduct ; and 
the words of the text seem to contain a 
reproof, in mild terms indeed, of such 
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flagrant ingratitude. Under the 
tion of a malady most abhorrent in its 
nature, and deemed almost hopeless of 
__pure, their address to our Lord was 
earnest and affecting; "they lifted up 
4 6 their voices together and cried, Jesus, 
" Master, have mercy on us." — So many 
unhappy men uniting their supplications, 
not for alms, not for any comfort which 
it was in the power of man to bestow, but 
for the cure of a distemper which His 
divine hand only could work, naturally 
prepares us to expect from them, after their 
cure, every expression of gratitude, which 
hearts, overflowing with thankfulness . and 
joy, could conceive. But when one only 
returned back to give thanks to his de- 
liverer; — when one only was found to 
glorify God for His great mercy, — we can- 
not wonder that our Lord should express 
his surprise in the forcible language of the 
text; " Were there not ten cleansed, but 
" where are the nine'? There are not 
" found that returned to give glory to 
" God, save . this stranger," In vain 
shall we seek for other examples of this 
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kind, amidst our Lord's numerous cures ; 
on the contrary we frequently read, that 
the multitude, who were present when 
such cures were performed, glorified the 
God of Israel : and the dumb, and the 
lame, and the blind, that were healed, 
even when He strictly charged them that 
no man should know it, could not re- 
strain their grateful emotions; but went 
and published the matter, and spread 
abroad His fame throughout all the 
country. 

It may be a pleasing and no unpro- 
fitable employment to consider what justi- 
fication or excuse these nine lepers would 
have made for their conduct, so different 
from that of the Samaritan, if at any time 
they had been upbraided with it. They 
would, no doubt, have strenuously denied 
the charge -of ingratitude, a vice so highly 
detested, at least in words, and shunned 
by all men. They would probably have 
pleaded, "that the very delight they 
" felt, when they discovered themselves to 
" be healed, was alone a sufficient proof 
" that their hearts were not insensible of 
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the goodness shewn to them; — that the 
happiness of the soul is in itself gratitude, 
" which needs not the acknowledgments 
" of the lips, or the customary expressions 
44 of praise." Pleas such as these, we 
may suppose, they would have made in 
their own defence ; for excuses like these 
are too often advanced by men of dis- 
positions and behaviour resembling theirs. 
But this inward delight, which arises from 
a benefit conferred upon us, is not all 
that constitutes gratitude. 

Had these nine lepers been reminded of 
the strong emotions of the grateful Samari- 
tan when he saw that he was healed, they 
probably would have said, that though 
they, indeed, did not return back, and 
fall down on their faces at Jesus 9 feet 
giving him thanks, yet that their gra- 
titude was not therefore liable to be the 
more questioned ; — that they had been 
wanting only in certain external expres- 
sions of it — expressions, which are no 
certain testimony of the feelings of the 
soul, which are generally viewed by men 
with distrust, and which are usually most 
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vehement in dissemblers ; — that they them- 
selves were only more temperate and 
calm, and that their sensibility might be 
as sincere at least, though not so ardent 
and warm. By feeble pretences, like 
these, do evil men endeavour to silence 
the reproaches of the world, and of their 
own conscious hearts. In the present 
case, not to mention that the behaviour 
of the Samaritan plainly shewed that his 
soul spake in all his action, we may ven- 
ture to assert, that no behaviour less ani- 
mated and strong, than was his, .could, on 
such an occasion, shew a truly thankful 
heart. In the common instances of kind- 
ness done by one man to another, the ac- 
knowledgments may be temperate and 
calm ; — but our very nature prompts us, 
nay, compels us to express ourselves with 
more animated thankfulness, in proportion 
as the benefits conferred are interesting 
and important. If these nine lepers had 
not at any former period felt this glow of 
gratitude, their hearts must have been, 
indeed, cold. But if they had, what plea 
can extenuate, what indulgence can pos- 
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sibly forgive their sinfulness, whose very 
joy for their recovery could not once rise 
to their lips, who could forbear to turn 
and glorify God, though their cure was a 
miracle, — though they were suddenly re- 
stored to health and all the comforts of 
life, from a condition the most deplorable, 
— from a malady, that doomed them to be 
the outcasts of society, — from an evil, 
which, in those countries, was held to be 
almost beyond all hope from human aid ? 
When our Lord said to these lepers, " Go, 
" shew yourselves to the Priests," it was 
in conformity to the law of Moses, which 
enjoined eveiy person recovered from the 
leprosy to offer certain sacrifices to God 
for their cure. This, in all probability, 
those nine men punctually performed; 
and in this they appear to have rested, as 
all that was required of them. All, in- 
deed, it was that the words of the Law 
commanded, but far from all that a grate- 
ful heart would rest satisfied with doing. 
Gratitude is something beyond , the mere 
obedience to a command ;— it is a virtue 
that springs from the heart ; — it is the 
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overflowings of reverential love, always 
desirous, always watchful to find occa- 
sions of serving and pleasing its bene- 
factor. To this great end our Lord per- 
formed His many miraculous cures : — He 
restored the blind to sight, and the lame 
to strength, in order to incite those, thus 
cured, and all who were present at these 
acts of mercy, to look up to Him with 
affection and gratitude, and consequently 
to listen to His doctrines with good-will, 
and to practise His precepts with un- 
feigned zeal. Many examples of persons 
possessed with this spirit of gratitude are 
recorded in the Gospels, — persons from 
whom He had cast out Devils, and who 
had been healed by Him of their infirmi- 
ties. These, we read, ministered to Him 
of their substance, in the distresses of His 
life, — accompanied Him through all His 
labours, — and attended at His death. But 
as to those nine lepers, who, having re- 
ceived from Him an inestimable blessing, 
neglected to make a return the most na- 
tural, the most easy and delightful to be 
performed, would they from attachment to 
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their gracious deliverer — would they have 
exposed themselves to the malice and per- 
secutions of His enemies I — Would they 
have undergone the laborious duties of 
His disciples — or adopted that life of care 
and self-denial, which constitutes the 
essence and the spirit of the religion of 
the Gospel? — Assuredly they would not. 
In what, then, is their gratitude to be 
found % Are we to look for it from their 
lips % They never returned to give thanks, 

or to glorify God. Is it to be sought 

in their actions % They were healed, and 
they departed forthwith to their ordinary 
pursuits, or to their pleasures. Before 
their cure they were strangers to Christ ; 
and after it they remained the same : they 
followed Him not ; they were not induced 
to profess belief in Him or obedience to 
His instructions. Before they were healed 
we read of them as great objects of our 
pity, when " they stood afar off, and cried 
" with a loud voice, Jesus, Master, have 
" mercy on us :" they afterwards appear 
under the most odious character, as men 
destitute of all gratitude to Him, who had 
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heard their cry, and had not turned His 
mercy from them. And the words of the 
text, from the lips of one so mild in His 
rebukes as our blessed Lord — "Were 
" there not ten cleansed, but where are 
" the nine? There are not found that 
" returned to give glory to God save this 
46 stranger:" — these words, I say, suffi- 
ciently shew that they stood unpardonable 
in His sight, and consequently were no 
less so in the sight of His Heavenly 
Father. 

I need not, nor indeed should I have 
employed 60 many words merely to con- 
demn these lepers, were it not that their 
example may be of singular benefit to all 
who are willing to improve from it. It 
was, indeed, we may presume, chiefly 
with this view that the whole transaction 
was recorded by the Evangelist. Odious 
as ingratitude towards men must ever 
appear in our eyes, such a return made to 
our gracious and merciful Creator and 
Redeemer is a crime for which it is 
difficult to find a suitable name. Yet into 
this sin do too many fall, and that tiot so 
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much from the wickedness of their hearts 
as from an unpardonable negligence in 
observing the many mercies bestowed 
upon them. Certainly, whoever keeps 
not a vigilant guard over his thoughts, — 
whoever allows ingratitude to spring up in 
him, in however small a degree, — and 
above all, whoever is industrious to find 
excuses and pretences for not thinking of 
God in the mercies he receives, — in such 
a man will it return and increase daily, till 
the depravity of his mind, it is to be 
feared, will be in nowise inferior to that 
which we contemplate with abhorrence in 
these lepers. 

Were mankind to enjoy no blessings in 
life more than those which they obtained 
from the divine bounty by fervent prayer, 
— and no longer than while they should 
be sincerely thankful for them, — our con- 
dition would be, I fear, most destitute and 
miserable. Yet does God still continue to 
bestow His gracious gifts. " He maketh 
" His sun to rise, and sendeth His rain on 
" the evil and on the good, on the just 
" and on the unjust, — filling the hearts of 



SERMON XIX. 285 

" all with food and gladness." But are 
our hearts filled in the same degree with 
thankfulness also ? Does the remembrance 
of His goodness live with us so long as 
the benefits of it remain *? — or rather, does 
it display itself in all our actions % Are 
we made more careful not to offend our 
good and bountiful Benefactor % — Are we 
more indulgent to our fellow-creatures 
from the sense of His undeserved mercies 
towards us ? If not, — if, when any of our 
wishes are delayed, we return to our former 
impatience and repinings, — if, without wait- 
ing to see what good purposes His trials are 
meant to serve, we presumptuously arraign 
His government, why do we wonder at 
the great ingratitude of those persons we 
have been considering % — In whatsoever 
we condemn them, we condemn ourselves 
also: for, like them, we have received 
signal marks of God's loving-kindness, 
and, like them, we go away and abuse 
His mercy. 

But though our general manners appear 
not to have been affected or improved by 
the loving-kindness of God towards us, 
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our gratitude, we are apt to conceive, has 
been sufficiently manifested by our devo- 
tions, at least ; for we, together with pious 
worshippers, upon the days consecrated to 
His honour, regularly and publicly render 
thanks to Almighty God, our Heavenly 
Father, for the great benefits we have ) 
received at His hands. But if with all 
this we shew forth His praise with our 
lips only, in what is our merit superior to 
that of the lepers recorded in the text, 
whose sense of the divine goodness in- 
fluenced them no farther than merely to 
go and shew themselves to the Priest, and 
to offer the gifts that Moses commanded ? 
But in truth, even this measure of piety 
we do not see always performed : For it 
is an incontrovertible fact (and we are all 
constant witnesses of it), that though 
prayers are so often, so repeatedly, offered 
to Heaven, before the congregation, for 
persons suffering under grievous sickness, 
yet, when health is restored, seldom, very 
seldom is heard thanksgiving to God for 
deliverance. Is it that the mercy vouch- 
safed is of such small account as not to 
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deserve or demand one single sincere 
acknowledgment in return 1 Or is it 
that we are so unmindful of the infinite 
distance between the majesty of heaven 
and us the children of dust and ashes, 
as to conceive that any single act of 
acknowledgment from us is alone a suf- 
ficient compensation to Him for the least 
of His mercies % Or are we, indeed, so 
lost and abandoned, that we regard not 
whether we make ourselves acceptable to 
Him or not % Then truly we are not far 
from equalling those men who avowedly 
pay to Him no thanks at all, no homage, 
no devotion ; — who live, as the Apostle 
expresses it, " without God in the world;" 
or, at the best, who are studious only to 
devise excuses to cover their wilful 
neglect of that duty to Him, which, in all 
ages and among all nations, has been wil- 
lingly paid. 

I have already considered many of these 
excuses, in the case of the ungrateful 
lepers ; and you cannot but have perceived 
how weak and fallacious they all are; — 
what a cold and unwilling mind they 



288 SERMON XIX. 

betray ; — a conduct, which in the very 
judgment of men is disgraceful to our 
common nature, and must, therefore, be 
still more offensive to the Almighty on 
account of those very palliations which 
men advance in its excuse. On the con- 
trary, in whomsoever unfeigned gratitude 
is seen, we seldom look farther to pro- 
nounce that that man's heart is sincerely 
good ; that single virtue endears him to 
us perhaps even more than all his other 
excellencies; — and, on every display of 
it, he receives from his own heart no small 
portion of his reward : for it is, indeed, as 
the Psalmist says, " a joyful and a pleasant 
" thing to be thankful : It is a good thing 
" to sing praises unto our God ;— while 
* I live," he adds, " will I praise the 
" Lord, yea, as long as I have any being, 
" I will sing praises unto my God. I will 
" magnify Thee, O God, my King ; every 
" day will I bless Thee, and praise Thy 
" name for ever and ever. Praise the 
" Lord, O my soul, and all that is within 
" me, praise His holy name. Praise the 
4 Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His 



sermon xrx. 289 

" benefits : who saveth thy life from de- 
4t struction, and crowneth thee with mercy 
" and loving-kindness." 

For us to arrive at this spirit of lively 
gratitude, nothing more is required, than 
that we bear in mind at all times, that we 
are under the guidance and controul of a 
most benevolent Being, who is ever watch- 
ful for our good. Let us, therefore, receive 
even His most ordinary blessings with a 
thankful frame of mind,— and frequently, 
both in public and in private, offer up 
our fervent thanks to Him, without which 
we shall soon sink into a supine disregard, 
and from this into a forgetfulness of even 
His greatest mercies. And in order that 
we may be more deeply sensible how much 
we owe to Him, let us be wise enough 
impartially to weigh how many blessings, 
comforts, and advantages we each of us 
enjoy, of which many around us are in 
want; and let these make a portion of 
our daily reflections and daily praises. 
And when the soul shall be once confirmed 
in this state of inward serenity, satisfac- 
tion, and delight, our homage to our all- 

° J 
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bounteous Protector will be most worthy 
of Him, and gratitude will then be inter- 
woven in all our services ; without which 
we shall in vain seek to find any virtues in 
our lives, on which the Almighty can ever 
look down with approbation, or possibly 
admit to His high reward. 
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St. Luke xx. 15, 16. 

What , therefore, shall the Lord of the vineyard 
do unto them ? He shall come and destroy 
these husbandmen, and shall give the vine* 
yard to others. And when they heard it, 
they said, God forbid. 

THE parable, of which the text is the 
conclusion, gives us a lively description of 
the dealings of the Almighty with His 
chosen people, — that people, whom He 
raised up to preserve the knowledge of 
Him amongst mankind, and to make 
them an example through all ages of His 
mercy towards His creatures, and of the 
strict justice He exerciseth over those who 
persist in their disobedience to His laws. 

o2 
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His dealings with them, though conducted 
by the same rules of holiness, were mate- 
rially different from those which He 
practiseth with respect to us, They y if at 
any time particularly distinguished for 
piety and virtue, were eminently rewarded 
with prosperity to their whole nation. We 
are taught by our Lord that " His king- 
" dom is not of this world ;"* — in other 
words, that we are not to look for our 
chief reward in the things of this life, but 
rather to fear lest it be said to us here- 
after, at the great day of account, " Thou 
" in thy life-time hast received thy good 
" things, "-j- Now, because the Almighty 
is declared to be the God not of the Jews 
only, but also of the Gentiles, in our 
meditations upon the parable before us 
we cannot do better than jirst strongly 
impress upon our minds what were His 
dealings with that people : for, by con- 
sidering this, we shall be enabled further 
to correct and strengthen our opinions 
with respect to His future dealings with 
ourselves. 

* John xviii. 36. f l^ke xvi. 25. 
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In the first place, Revelation informs us 
that the Lord placed His people in the 
rich and pleasant land of Canaan, at the 
same time declaring that they should be 
protected by Him so long only as they 
should serve Him truly with all their 
heart ; but should be oppressed and 
enslaved by their enemies, and finally, if 
they should continue rebellious against 
Him, be driven out of that pleasant land. 
The great blessings prepared for them, 
and the heavy punishments which awaited 
their disobedience, are delivered by Moses 
in the most solemn terms in the twenty- 
eighth chapter of Deuteronomy. In the 
language of the parable, this is expressed 
under the similitude of a certain man 
who planted a vineyard, and hedged 
it round about, and built a tower for it, 
and let it forth to husbandmen. At the 
season, he sent his servants to receive of 
them the fruits of the vineyard ; but the 
husbandmen sent them away empty, 
beating one, killing another, and stoning 
another. Thus did the Jews treat the 

Prophets whom the Lord at several times 

o3 
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sent to them ; and they experienced, as 
the consequence of these their sins, the 
severe justice of their offended God : for 
He delivered their power into " captivity, 
" and their beauty into the enemies' hand ; 
" He gave His people also over unto the 
" 8 word, and was wroth with His in- 
" heritance."* 

Yet, still the whole weight of His justice 
was not inflicted upon them, nor His 
mercy wearied out. The parable proceeds 
thus: — " Then said the Lord of the 
" vineyard, What shall I do? I will 
" send my beloved Son : it may be they 
" will reverence Him. But the husband- 
" men cast Him out of the vineyard, and 
" killed Him. What, therefore, shall the 
" Lord pf the vineyard do unto them*? 
" He shall come and destroy these hus- 
" bandmen, and give the vineyard unto 
" others." Thus plainly did Christ inform 
His hearers that the Almighty, in sending 
Him, had bestowed the last and greatest 
proof of His goodness and compassion ; — 
thus plainly did He hold up to their view 

* Psalms lxxviii* 61* O. 
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the punishment which should follow their 
rejection of Him — even the ruin of their 
whole people and nation. His hearers, it 
is plain, fully understood His parable, by 
the answer which they immediately made, 
— " When they heard it," they said, 
44 God forbid!" — He frequently reminded 
them of their fate by declaring the terrors 
of the day of the coming of the Son of 
Man, and the miseries they should then 
endure : yet did they not amend their 
corrupt doings, or embrace His holy 
precepts ; rather they sinned still more 
against God, beyond all that their fathers 
had done, and even crucified the Lord of 
life. Then did their last and heaviest 
punishment overtake them — then was the 
vineyard taken away from those wicked 
husbandmen — the land was laid waste 
by their enemies — Jerusalem was de- 
stroyed — and the people have been now 
for nearly two thousand years despised 
and oppressed — the outcasts of all nations 
— a standing monument of the strict 
justice of Heaven. 



A 
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The cause of this ruin is sufficiently 
known: it was no other than their im- 
penitence and obstinate corruptions. — 
John the Baptist, who came to prepare 
the way before the face of the Lord, made 
this the beginning of his preaching, — 
" Repent ye, and bring forth fruits meet 
" for repentance."*; This was the subject 
of all his exhortations; — this the unceas- 
ing language of the Voice crying in the 
wilderness : and to the unrepenting part 
of those who came to his baptism, be 
said, " Ye generation of .vipers, how can 
" ye escape the wrath to comeT' — To 
the same effect, though in milder terms, 
were all the instructions of Christ. Those 
who would take upon themselves the 
character of His disciples, He required to 
shew a sincere sorrow for their past 
offences, and a constant endeavour to 
renounce them for the future. Without 
this preparation, He taught them that the 
gracious offer of salvation would be made 
to them in vain: — without a good and 

* Luke in. 
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honest heart, in vain would the Gospel 
make known to them the way to holiness 
and peace here, and to glory and hap- 
piness hereafter. u Light," said He, " is 
" come into the world ; but every one 
" that doeth evil, hateth the light, neither 
" cometh to the light, lest his deeds 
" should be reproved."* . The Jewish 
people acted in this manner ; they .pre- 
ferred darkness to light, and the fruits of 
such preference we have seen : the Gospel, 
with its mighty benefits, was taken away 
from them, and given to the Gentiles, to 
try, whether they will make a wiser and 
more thankful use of it. 

And this important consideration, most 
important to us who are now in the sea* 
son of our trial, is the second thing I pur- 
posed to consider from this review of the 
fate of the Jews. 

In the vineyard of God, as St. Paul 
speaks in his Epistle to the Romans, using 
the same similitude as in the text, " Israel, 
" the natural branches, of the vine, were 
"broken off, and the Gentiles were 

* John iii. 19, 20. 
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44 grafted into it. Because of unbelief," 
says he, " they were broken off, and yon, 
44 the Gentiles, now stand by faith. Boast 
44 not yourselves, be not high-minded, 
44 but fear. For if God spared not the 
44 natural branches, take heed lest he also 
44 spare not you."* We see the punish- 
ment of the Jews, wherever we see any 
of that depressed nation; and can we 
donbt of ours, if we tread in their steps ? 
Every thing which Moses and Christ de- 
nounced against them as the punishment 
of their sins, has been rigorously fulfilled : 
and is it not the extreme of folly and pre- 
sumption to hope that we shall escape, 
because our punishment is placed in an- 
other world, and as we would foolishly 
persuade ourselves afar off? If the Jews 
would not believe Christ, or, what is worse, 
would not obey what they did believe, the 
like unbelief and disobedience in us are 
far more inexcusable, and our condemna- 
tion, therefore, must be more sure, and 
also more heavy in the world to come. 
For when Christ invited the people of the 

* John, xi. 
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Jews to take upon them His yoke, He 
spake to men grown up in prejudices and 
errors the most unfavourable to their be- 
lieving — to men, who had been all their 
lives deceived and drawn away by their 
teachers the Scribes and Pharisees — 
who had been long wedded to corrupt 
manners, such as the pure precepts of 
Christ did not allow. Now we know, too 
often from our own experience, the ex- 
treme difficulty of impressing the prin- 
ciples of religion with any effect upon 
those who have lived from their earliest 
years in ignorance of their spiritual in- 
terests, — in a confirmed disregard of every 
thing that is sacred. — Of such persons 
Christ spake, when He described Himself 
under the parable of a certain King, who 
made a marriage feast, and sent forth his 
servants to call them which were invited 
to the wedding ; but they made light of 
it, and went their way, one to his farm, 

another to his merchandize. But it is 

our happiness to have been introduced 
into the knowledge of our faith and of our 
duties, when the mind was most open to 
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receive the truth. With our infancy w 
begin, or ought to begin, to know and t< 
serve God : ere we can feel many of tk 
temptations of the world, our tendei 
minds are filled with abhorrence of th 
deeds, which He condemns, and with \ 
dread of offending Him. Such ought t 
be the formation of the youthful mind- 
such are the lessons and the fruits of 
virtuous— of a Christian education. 

This is the duty of Parents. Y< 

then, who are so, remember that you ai 
called to this duty by the strongest of a 
considerations — by regard to your ow 
condition hereafter, and by anxiety fc 
the eternal salvation of your children 
How important, and at the same time ho\ 
delightful, is the task to rear the tende 
mind ! As soon as children are able fa 
understand, how easy is it to make then 
sensible of the great truths of religion— 
that there is a Mighty Power above, whc 
at first created the heavens and the earth, 
who still continues to give life and food tc 
us and to all creatures in the world. The 
mouthful mind, naturally open to love and 
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to gratitude, will hardly need to be told 

to reverence a Being so good and great— 

to pronounce His name at all times with 

seriousness and awe — to offer up prayers 

to Him — and to refrain from every action 

of impiety, falsehood, and dishonesty, nor 

ever to offend Him, however they may 

escape detection from men. By such 

timely care the fear and love of God may 

become so deeply rooted in the minds of 

youth, that growing up with all the 

\ thoughts, and strengthening with their 

• i strength, no length of time, no force of 

bad example, shall be able to destroy the 

. I vigorous plant. 

" Train up a child," says Solomon, " in 

. . " the way he should go, and when he is 

, u old he will not depart from it."* Pa- 

' rents, then, are early to choose, whether 

, their children's riper years shall be dis- 






tinguished by virtue and religion, or 



' marked with vice and infamy; for ac- 
, cording as the morals of their early youth 



, are formed, such, for the most part, will 
-•- be their conduct through life. And let 
e0 l * Prov. xxii. 6. 
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not any Parent entertain a doubt of bis 
ability to instruct them in all it concerns 
them to know : for no kind of knowledge 
is so easy to be conveyed as the know- 
ledge of our duty to God and man. Our 
Almighty Father hath graciously adapted 
His commands to the understanding of the 
very lowest of His servants ; and the plain 
and simple, yet good and honest heart 
may be to those of his own house i 
teacher as instructive and as valuable, a: 
the most learned or . the wisest of men 
Teach your children, then, most assidu 
ously all those things, in which you knoi 
their Maker delights; — all those things 
which will make them worthy, for Christ' 
sake, of an eternal inheritance in a bettc 
life, the hope of which will often sustai 
their hearts in the hour of distress, ani 
preserve them safe from many temptation 
to sin. It is not always in our power t 
bequeath to those who are dear to us 
large portion of the things of this world 

but we can make them rich in heavenly 

« 

things — in good principles and gocx 
als, which will make them pass througl 
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life in peace and credit to themselves, and 
with the esteem and friendship of the 
worthy amongst men. Guard them with 
especial care against the false and de- 
ceitful pretences and excusejs of viciously 
disposed persons: bid them scorn that 
vilest of all vile excuses, that their poverty 
lessens the guilt of dishonest actions — 
i '■; that their necessities will justify them in 
li; the commission of theft and robbery : as 
■j:, though poverty were always necessarily 
, : ' : accompanied with vice, and as though 
^ there were not every where many to be 
.. k found, whose fortunes are indeed humble, 
^ but whose hearts are noble in truth, fide- 
lity, and the strictest honesty. Above all 
teach them to observe from the examples 
which perpetually occur, that no kind of 
vice fails of its punishment — that sloth is 
visited with the lowest wretchedness — 
dishonesty with infamy — and intemperance 
with disease: that few escape long, the 
Almighty shewing His displeasure at their 
deeds in such manner as He hath ever 
done more or less in all ages of the world ; 
and : ^oular manner, as we have 
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life in peace and credit to themselves, and 
with the esteem and friendship of the 
worthy amongst men. Guard them with 
especial care against the false and de- 
ceitful pretences and excuseis of viciously 
disposed persons: bid them scorn that 
vilest of all vile excuses, that their poverty 
lessens the guilt of dishonest actions — 
that their necessities will justify them in 
the commission of theft and robbery : as 
though poverty were always necessarily 
accompanied with vice, and as though 
there were not every where many to be 
found, whose fortunes are indeed humble, 
but whose hearts are noble in truth, fide- 
lity, and the strictest honesty. Above all 
teach them to observe from the examples 
which perpetually occur, that no kind of 
vice fails of its punishment — that sloth is 
visited with the lowest wretchedness — 
dishonesty with infamy — and intemperance 
with disease: that few escape long, the 
Almighty shewing His displeasure at their 
deeds in such manner as He hath ever 
done more or less in all ages of the world ; 
and in a particular manner, as we have 



304 SERMON XX. 

before seen, with the sins of the whole 
people of Israel. 

And here permit me to add a few words 
concerning those persons, who are no 
longer immediately under their parents 9 
care. You hold yourselves now freed 
from their authority: but should you, 
therefore, cast off also all remembrance of, 
and regard for, their past instructions — 
instructions, which were given to form 
your minds in the principles of truth and 
integrity, " not with eye-service as men- 
" pleasers, but as the servants of Christ, 
" with good-will doing you service as to 
" the Lord, and not unto men V 9 Should 
you not rather make yourselves more care- 
ful to become your own friends and ad- 
visers in every thing that is good and holy 
with respect to God, and honest and just 
with respect to men ? It should be your 
care to remember that a sincere reverence 
for religion is the only sure foundation of 
a virtuous conduct. And to strengthen 
this reverence for religion, which has, I 
would hope, been imprinted on the minds 
of many of you, abundant means are to be 
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found, — by private reading of the Scrip- 
tures — by a conscientious observance of 
the Lord's day — by constant and earnest 
attention to the word of God read and ex- 
plained in this place — by joining heartily 
in the prayers of the congregation — and 
by taking every opportunity of receiving 
the blessed Sacrament of the body and 
blood of Christ. Such conduct will pre- 
serve, will increase in you, a lively sense 
of all the returns due from us to our great 
Benefactor and Redeemer, and of our 
glorious inheritance in a life to come. 
But if any one is wilfully remiss in all 
these things — if -he flee from this sacred 
service (the very solemnity of which is 
alone sufficient to awaken us to the best 
resolutions) — if he will cast behind him all 
his duty to God, all respect to His ap- 
pointments, such an one will naturally go 
on from one period of life to another with 
less and less dread of the wrath to come. 
In this manner those Jews, against whom 
Christ denounced the terrors of the Lord, 
seem to have encouraged and deceived 
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themselves with the hope that that day 
would never arrive* • 

All that impenitent sinners deserve is 
not inflicted in this life, because it is re- 
served for another life and another world. 
There what must be the condition of the 
ungodly and the sinner ? They will die, 
and we know that they must rise again 
to judgment : with all their ungodly deed* 
upon their heads they must rise and meet 
their Almighty and offended Judge. And 
then the nature and the measure of their 
punishment who can tell? It will, in- | 
deed, be immeasurable: — for they shall 
be punished with everlasting destruction 
from the presence of the Lord; and be 
cast into eternal fire, prepared for the 
Devil and his Angels. 

This fearful doom may God avert from 
us all, for the merits and through the in- 
tercession of Christ Jesus our Saviour. 

THE END. 
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